252 Kids


March 2023 • Week 4
Work in Progress: Redo, rewrite, restore


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2023, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Homecoming (The Story of the Lost Son) • Luke 15:11-32 

Today’s Bottom Line: God will always forgive you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Everything to Me” from Everything to Me and “All of the Ways” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: A Long Way Off
Application Activity: Erase in Color
Memory Verse Activity: Dance It Out!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Homecoming (The Story of the Lost Son) • Luke 15:11-32 

Today’s Bottom Line: God will always forgive you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, thank God for every kid who will walk into the room today. Ask God to protect their hearts and minds that they would fully accept God’s forgiveness and not live with any guilt in their hearts. Ask that they would feel the immense, complete love God has for them. Ask God for opportunities to show the love of Christ to every kid in attendance through conversations, interactions, and activities. Thank God for the forgiveness in our own lives, as well.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive to Small Group.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Tell kids you’re going to play a game of “Do This, Do That.” It’s a lot like “Simon Says.”
· Set the rules: 
· You’ll make a motion and tell the group “Do This.” 
· At some point, you’ll change the motions and say, “Do That.” 
· Kids should ONLY follow your motions when you say “Do This.” 
· Anyone who does the motion when you say “Do That” is out for the round. 
· Play as many rounds as time allows.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “LCR Dice” Activity Pages assembled and pencil-top erasers
What You Do:
· Invite the kids to sit in a circle.

· Give each kid three erasers.
· Give the first kid all three dice.
· Direct the kid to roll the dice. 
· If a die shows L, direct the kid to give one eraser to the kid on their left.
· If a die shows R, direct the kid to give one eraser to the kid on their right. 
· If a die shows C, direct the kid to put one eraser in the middle of the circle. 
· If a die shows a dot, direct the kid to keep one eraser. 
· Instruct the kid to follow the directions on the dice for their erasers. 
· After the kid has gone, instruct the kid on the right to roll all three dice and follow the dice directions. 
· Instruct each kid to roll as many dice as they have erasers for (up to three). 
· A kid may seem “out,” having no more erasers, but they may get an eraser as the kids on either side of them roll. 
· If a kid doesn’t have erasers when it’s their turn, they don’t take a turn rolling, but they pass the dice and stay in the game. 
· Play until one kid has an eraser and rolls a dot to keep it—that kid wins all the erasers in the center! 
· You may choose to have the winner keep all the erasers and start again with new ones or to redistribute the erasers and play again. 
What You Say:
“That was a wild game! You never knew if you were eraser-rich or out of the game. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear a story with so many twists and turns!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. A Long Way Off
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bandanas in various colors
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.
· Give every kid a bandana. 
· Instruct one team to wear the bandana on their forehead (Rambo-style) and the other team to wear their bandana around their necks, below their mouths like beards. 
· Label the beard team the “Father” from the story.

· Label the forehead team the “Lost Son” from the story. 
· When you say, “Go,” direct the Father team to try to tag the Son team.
· When a Son is tagged, instruct the kid to turn his bandana like the Father’s. 
· When all the Sons have become Fathers, declare the game over. 
· Switch teams and play again. 
What You Say:
“This game reminds us that the father was always looking for the son to come home. He wasn’t waiting for the son to throw himself on the dirt sobbing that he was sorry. The father just wanted the son to be home. He was ready to forgive him as soon as the son was in sight, because of how much he loved his son.
“God is not watching you do wrong things then grumbling and getting impatient when you don’t say ‘sorry’ fast enough. God is ready to forgive the second you realize you need it. There’s nothing you could do that would stop God from loving you and forgiving you. [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you. 
“If you’re mean to someone like the younger son was to his dad, God will forgive you. If you make foolish choices like the son did with his inheritance, God will forgive you. If you’re jealous like the older son, God will forgive you. No matter what, from now until forever, as soon as you need it, God will forgive you. God forgives kids and adults and teenagers. There’s nothing and no one God won’t forgive. 
(Be sensitive here to kids who might have had trauma in the past. They might need to be reassured that God will protect them. And even though God would forgive those who hurt them, God still wants kids to be safe and loved.) 
“Now, that doesn’t mean you should run out and make every bad choice you can think of. We want to have a relationship with God, to be friends with God, and follow Jesus. Forgiveness is the first step of that, and we want to keep being close with God. But when we walk away or go down the wrong path, remember [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you.”

*2. Erase in Color 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Erasers, tempera paint, heavy paper or cardstock, pen or marker, and paper plates or trays
What You Do:
· Set out the erasers, paint trays, and paint. 
· Give each kid a piece of heavy paper or cardstock. 
· Invite kids to use the erasers as stamps to create a picture or mosaic by lightly dipping the eraser end in paint and pressing it to the paper. 
· They might have most success using pencil eraser ends to make small dots that combine to create a design or picture. 
· When everyone has created something, set the pictures aside to dry.
· Make sure kids’ names are on their papers.
What You Say:
“We usually think of erasers as taking something away, but here they gave us more color. Sometimes, we think about forgiveness as just erasing a mistake that we’ve made, but forgiveness actually creates something new: strong relationships—between us and others and us and God. 
“The pattern of God always forgiving us and us always choosing to follow God again even after a mistake, makes a gorgeous picture in our lives. We can see other people’s relationships with God deepen when they tell us about being forgiven.
[Make It Personal] (Tell the kids what it means to you to be forgiven for sin or how God’s forgiveness has shown up in your life over and over when you’ve needed Him. What makes you choose to keep following God, even after you’ve messed up? What have you learned about being forgiven over and over?)
“For my whole life, and for yours too, remember that [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you.” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Who do you feel more like in this story—the older son or the younger brother? Why? 
· Who do you think was more grateful to be forgiven—the older son or the younger son?
3. Dance It Out!
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Bibles; phone or music player; and techno music
What You Do:
· Create teams of two to three kids.

· Make sure each team has a Bible.

· Together, look up Colossians 3:13 and read it out loud.

· Play the music.

· Challenge the teams to listen to the music and come up with a dance that will help them remember the verse. 
· Give the groups a few minutes to plan and rehearse.
· Allow the teams to use their Bibles as reference if needed.

· Encourage the kids to do their best!

· Invite the teams to show their dance moves to the group.
· This would be fun to video for the adults! 
What You Say:
“Paul reminds us in this verse that [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you, and it guides us to forgive each other too. When do you think you’ll need to remember this week that God will forgive you? (Invite responses—when you’ve done something wrong, when you’re afraid of having made a mistake, etc.) 
“When will you need to remember to forgive others and ‘put up with each other’? (Invite responses—when bickering with siblings, when classmates or teammates are annoying/difficult, etc.) 
“This has been a long verse to memorize, but I’m glad you were up to the challenge!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Bandanas from “A Long Way Off” activity and permanent markers
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a bandana and a permanent marker.

· Invite them to carefully write [Bottom Line] “God will always forgive you” on it. 
· Send the bandanas home as a reminder. 
· Close your group time in prayer.

What You Say:
“This is something important to remember, not just now, but always. We all mess up, including you, but don’t forget that God will forgive you. God is always looking for us like the father looked for his lost son in the story. Put this bandana somewhere you can see it and remember that [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you. Let’s pray. 
“Dear God, thank You for Your forgiveness. We know that we need it and that You will always forgive us and help us follow You. Thank You for Your love. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send the eraser pictures home. Invite the kids to show off their bandanas and read the Bottom Line on it. [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you. If you took video of the memory verse dances, show it to the adults as they arrive!
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “LCR Dice” Activity Page on cardstock, cut out, and assemble; three dice for each small group.

· Pencil-top erasers—three for each kid
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. A Long Way Off 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bandanas in various colors—at least one for each kid
*2. Erase in Color 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Erasers (pencils with erasers, flat pink erasers, shaped erasers, etc.)—several for each kid 
· Tempera paint in several colors
· Heavy paper or cardstock
· Paper plates or trays for the paint
· Pen or marker
3. Dance It Out! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Bibles
· Phone or music player
· Techno music 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Bandanas from “A Long Way Off” activity
· Permanent markers 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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