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March 2023 • Week 3
Work in Progress: Redo, rewrite, restore


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2023, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Mercy, Mercy Me (The Story of the Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35 

Today’s Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Love Like You” from Make a Move and “All of the Ways” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Bounce Off
Application Activity: Rewrite!
Memory Verse Activity: Pass It On
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Mercy, Mercy Me (The Story of the Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35 

Today’s Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, walk around the room and pray over the space. Ask God to touch the hearts of every kid and family member in attendance this morning—both regular attenders and new visitors. Ask God for wisdom in the activities and discussions with kids, creating opportunities for love and forgiveness. Give praise for everything God has already done and will do.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container and sets of checkers
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive to Small Group.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· Set out the sets of checkers and encourage kids to play together. 
· Play at least one round with a few different kids.
· Talk while you play.
· Ask: 
· What is the most unfair thing that’s ever happened to you or someone you know?
· Why is it important that things are fair?
· Is being ‘fair’ the most important part of a family or a friendship?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: “Forgiveness Feeling Cards” Activity Page and masking tape
What You Do:
· Tape a ten-foot line on the floor in the middle of your Small Group area.
· Tell kids that the far LEFT is the SADDEST end of the tape and the far RIGHT is the HAPPIEST end.
· Direct the kids to move to one end of the tape or the other, depending on how they would feel in the situations you read from the “Forgiveness Feeling Cards.”
· One at a time, read a card and give the kids time to move along the tape to show how they would feel in that situation.
· Read through all of the cards.
What You Say:
“We all like things to be fair, and if they’re not going to be fair, we want to benefit! [Transition] Let’s go hear what’s more important than getting what’s fair.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Bounce Off
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Two containers of ping-pong balls and bucket or large bowl
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.
· Place a bucket or large bowl in the middle of the two teams.
· Direct the teams to line up on opposite sides of the bucket with each team facing each other. 
· Set a container of ping-pong balls beside each team, making sure each team has a different color of balls.

· When you start the game, direct the first kid on each team to try to bounce or toss a ping-pong ball into the bucket. 
· Set the rules:

· Kids can only use one hand to bounce or toss the balls. 
· Kids can only bounce one ball at a time. 
· Kids may try to bounce the other team’s ball out of the way as it approaches the bucket. 
· Guide kids to quickly toss a ball and run to the back of their team’s line so the next kid can take a turn.
· After all balls have been tossed, count how many of each color made it into the bucket. 
· Whichever team got the most is the winner!

· Collect the ping-pong balls in the bucket and circle up for discussion.
What You Say:
“What was more fun, getting your ball in or bouncing someone else’s ball out? (Invite responses.) Both were satisfying for sure! We know that we should treat others the way we want to be treated, but sometimes we just want to treat others in the way that benefits us the best. 
“The unmerciful servant was forgiven so much—bags and bags of gold! He owed a fortune that he could never pay off, and he was forgiven. He must have felt amazing! What a relief! Why do you think he acted like he did with the servant who owed him a little bit of money? He’d been forgiven a huge debt! He didn’t need money anymore. Why was he so mean and cruel to his fellow servant? (Invite responses—selfish, wasn’t thinking of the other servant, etc.)
“God has forgiven us and will forgive us for whatever we have done wrong. That’s a pretty big amount—every little lie, every borrowing of your sibling’s stuff without asking, every time you act selfishly for your whole life, every unkind thought—forever. When you consider that God forgives us that much, we can forgive the stuff that people do to us. It helps us keep perspective when we think about how much we have been forgiven and not how much others owe us. Unlike the unmerciful servant, you can [Bottom Line] forgive others because God forgives you.” 

*2. Rewrite!
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Rewrite Cards” Activity Page and pencils
What You Do:
· Divide your group into pairs. (Pair stronger writers with younger kids.)
· Give each pair a card from the “Rewrite Cards” Activity Page and a pencil. 
· Read the cards aloud together if necessary. 
· Invite the pair to rewrite the ending of their scenario, writing or drawing it on the bottom of the card.
· Invite the kids to share their finished cards with the group.
What You Say:
“These stories all had a pretty unhappy ending until you stepped in! Forgiveness takes what could have been a sad story and turns it into a picture of the way God wants to heal the whole world. 
[Make It Personal] (Share a kid-appropriate story about when you forgave someone or they forgave you, and it healed the relationship. You don’t have to go into huge personal detail, but let kids know that forgiveness is an action that reflects God’s character. How did you choose to forgive even though it was difficult?)
“When we forgive others, we show people who God is and what God is like. We are forgiving because God is forgiving, or in other words, [Bottom Line] forgive others because God forgives you. The next time you’re hurt or upset with someone, think about the ending you want to see—God’s kingdom on Earth with everyone loving God and each other. Forgiveness can help that happen in little ways.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Has anyone in your life set a good example for forgiveness? 
· How could you show forgiveness in a way that reminds others God is forgiving?
3. Pass It On!
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Unsharpened pencils or other baton-like objects and Bibles
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Together, look up Colossians 3:13 and read it out loud with the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Colossians” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds “Colossians,” lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find “Colossians.” Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find “Colossians,” explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 3, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 13 in chapter 3. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Create teams of three within the group.
· If possible, move to a large open area. 
· Set up chairs or other markers to make a circle around the area. (Kids will be running around this circle.)
· Line up the teams on different spots on the circle and tell them that spot is their team’s “home” spot.
· Give each team a pencil.

· Direct one kid at a time from each team to run around the whole circle, while holding the baton (pencil), and get back to their home spot. 
· When a kid runs around the entire circle and gets back to their team’s home spot, direct the kid to pass the baton to the next kid.
· No one can run without the baton. 
· If the baton drops, the kid who dropped it has to go back to their home spot and start their lap again. 
· The first team to get all three people—with the baton—around the track, wins.
What You Say:
“This is a classic team race. Maybe you’ve seen it at track and field or in the Olympics on TV. The point is not just to run your lap but to successfully pass the baton to your teammate so they can run next. God passed the baton of forgiveness to us, by sending Jesus to rescue us from sin. We get to pass that baton whenever we forgive someone who has wronged us. That person, too, will have something to forgive and pass it on, and on, and on! 
“You can [Bottom Line] forgive others because God forgives you, and that forgiveness gets passed on over and over. What would happen if everyone just forgave everyone else? What if no one ever held a grudge ever again? Think about what your classroom or sports team would look like if everyone passed-on forgiveness. What would the world be like?” (Invite responses.)

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Pencils from “Pass It On” activity
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a pencil.

· As you hand out the pencils, remind the kids to [Bottom Line] forgive others because God forgives you.
· Direct the kids to form a circle.

· Invite the kids to participate in prayer with you.

· Instruct the kids to point the writing end of the pencil in the middle of the circle when they’re praying for something they’ve done that needs forgiveness and put the eraser end of the pencil in the middle when they’re praying to forgive someone else.
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, we’ve all done things that we know aren’t right. (pencil points in the center) We’ve all had things done to us that we need to forgive. (pencil erasers in the center) We have not loved You or our neighbors as ourselves. (pencil points in the center) We’re sorry for those things. We have been hurt by things that others have done or said this week. (pencil erasers in the center) Please help us forgive them. Thank You for being the example of forgiveness when You forgave us our sins through Jesus. Help us pass out that forgiveness to people in our lives. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
As adults arrive to pick up, invite the kids to practice bouncing the ping-pong balls into the bucket.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container

· Sets of checkers—one for every pair of kids
2. Opening Activity
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Print “Forgiveness Feeling Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart, one set for each small group.

· Masking tape 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Bounce Off
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Two colors of ping-pong balls—about 20 in each color
· Two containers to hold the ping-pong balls
· Place one color of balls in each container.
· Bucket or large bowl
*2. Rewrite!
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print “Rewrite Cards” Activity Page on paper and cut apart, one set for each small group or one scenario for every two kids.
· Pencils
3. Pass It On
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Unsharpened pencils or other baton-like objects
· Bibles 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Pencils from “Pass It On” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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