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Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2023, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Everybody Hurts (A Woman Anoints Jesus’ Feet) • Luke 7:36-50 

Today’s Bottom Line: Everyone needs forgiveness.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“All of the Ways” from Everything to Me and “Love One Another” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: So Fresh and So Clean
Application Activity: The Great Chasm
Memory Verse Activity: Bouncers
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Everybody Hurts (A Woman Anoints Jesus’ Feet) • Luke 7:36-50 

Today’s Bottom Line: Everyone needs forgiveness.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, pray for each kid who will be in attendance this morning, those who are regular attenders and those who may be visiting for the first time. Pray that kids’ hearts would be open so they may be able to understand that because God has forgiven us, we can also forgive others. Ask God to help them—and you, too—walk in love and forgiveness, not just today, but every day.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container and colored pencils 
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· Dump out the colored pencils into a pile. 
· Guide the kids to play a game of “Pick-Up Sticks” with the pile of pencils. 
· Set the rules.
Each kid takes a turn. 
The goal is to try to pick up one pencil without moving any others. 
If a kid touches a pencil, that’s the one they must pick up. 
If a pencil moves any other pencils as the kid takes it off the pile, direct the kid to take those pencils as well.
Play until all pencils are gone. 
The winner is the one who has the FEWEST pencils at the end. 
· Play as many rounds as time allows.
· As you play, chat with the group, asking:
Have you ever tried to do something good or make a wise choice but a bunch of other stuff messed things up in a way you didn’t mean?
Have you ever done something wrong that you thought was no big deal and suddenly there was a big reaction and a lot of things went wrong?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Scrap paper, old newspaper, or flyers; trash can or recycling bin; and small prizes
What You Do:
· Set the trash can or recycling bin in the middle of your Small Group area. 
· Tell the group that the recycling bin is the basket or goal and whoever makes all of their shots will win a prize!
· Give each kid several pieces of scrap paper to crumple into balls.
· Instruct the kids to gather in a circle around the bin.

Make sure the kids are a few feet away from the bin so they’re challenged to get their paper balls into it. 
Direct the kids to take turns tossing a ball into the bin. 
If a kid misses, tell them they can have a do-over and try again.
If time allows, invite the kids to try tossing the paper into the bin from different distances, or let a few kids throw the balls at the same time. 
Allow generous do-overs as necessary. 
· Give everyone prizes at the end.
What You Say:
“I play this game when I have an empty soda can and a recycling bin! (Or something that applies to you or a friend tossing a piece of trash into a can/bin.) It makes me feel like we’re in a national game and the arena is packed and one more point will win! How do you think I feel if I miss? (Allow answers.) We all want to score big and make every point we can, but sometimes we miss the basket. 
“In this game, we got do-overs. How did you feel when you got a do-over? (Invite responses.) How did you feel when someone else got one? (Let kids share.) [Transition] Today in Large Group, we’ll hear about someone who was really grateful for a do-over and another person who didn’t even realize they needed one!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. So Fresh and So Clean
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Baby shampoo or body wash, cornstarch, liquid measuring cup, liquid food coloring, disposable gloves, plastic spoons, plastic bowls, resealable plastic bags, and black permanent marker 
What You Do:
· Tell kids they get to make playdough soap!
· Give each kid a bowl and spoon.
· Measure 2/3 cup of cornstarch and 1/3 cup of body wash into each kid’s bowl. (Enlist older kids to help with this.)
· Direct the kids to stir the contents of their bowls carefully for a couple of minutes. (The mixture should take on a dough consistency after about two minutes of stirring.) 
· Give each kid a pair of gloves. 
· Direct the kids to choose a color of food coloring.

· Put two drops of the kid’s chosen color on their ball of dough. 
· Invite the kids to carefully knead the color in until the dough is evenly colored. (If the mixture is too dry, add a spoonful of body wash. If too wet, add a little more cornstarch.) 
· Give each kid a resealable bag.

· Direct the kids (or you do it) to write their name on their bag.

· When the dough is the right color and consistency, direct the kids to put it in their bag for later. 
· Feel free to let the kids take a small piece of their dough to the sink and use it like soap to wash their hands.
· Clean the bowls and throw away the spoons and gloves.

· Set aside the soap dough bags for the kids to take home. 
What You Say:
“If there’s anything we’ve learned over the past couple of years, it’s that keeping clean is important! This playdough soap can be used in the bath, to wash your hands, or any other time you need soap on the go! 
“The woman in our Bible story had something like this soap. The perfume that she anointed Jesus with was meant not just for cleaning the body but also for showing that a person was important. 
“Simon, the host of the party, should have had soap and water for his guests to wash. He should have offered them some nice-smelling oils to freshen up after all that time on the road. In his time, those were the basics for guests. We don’t know why Simon didn’t provide those things. Maybe he was too anxious to talk to Jesus. Maybe he wanted to show off to his friends that Jesus was at his house, so he didn’t provide what was needed for washing.
“Simon probably thought he was doing Jesus a favor by inviting Him to dinner and didn’t need to do any more. But the woman’s attitude was completely different. She realized that Jesus was sent to rescue all of humanity and was willing to even eat with us. She knew she couldn’t have done enough to welcome Him. She did the very best that she could, and she was so overwhelmed that Jesus was with her. 
“Jesus said that she was more grateful because she had been forgiven a lot. Simon needed forgiveness, like we all do, but he didn’t see it, so he was not that thankful. 
“Sometimes, we need forgiveness for big things and sometimes for small things. [Bottom Line] Everyone needs forgiveness. The woman who anointed Jesus knew that already. Do you think Simon ever figured it out? (Invite responses.) What do you think Simon talked to Jesus about after the woman went away?” (Invite responses.)
*2. The Great Chasm
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Small balls, or beanbags, rolled-up socks, or similar
What You Do:
· Pair kids of similar size together if possible.
· Give each pair of kids a ball. 
· Direct each pair to stand facing each other about three feet apart. 
· Instruct the kids to toss the ball back and forth. 
· Then direct the kids to hold the ball still and take one big step back. 
· Instruct all pairs to toss the balls back and forth again. 
· Any pair who drops the ball is out.
· Continue directing kids to toss the ball and take a step back to toss it again if they don’t drop it. 
· See which pair can make it the farthest without dropping the ball. 
· Invite the pair who makes it the farthest to take a few steps back and try again. 
· Once all pairs have dropped the ball, set the balls aside and gather for discussion. 
What You Say:
“Some of you kept that toss going for miles! Okay, maybe not miles, but you got some good distance. But at the end of the day, you all dropped the ball. We all mess up a little. We say a word we shouldn’t use, get grumpy in the morning, or forget to be grateful for what we have. We all mess up a lot. We’re mean to a sibling, disrespectful to a grown-up, take something that isn’t ours, tell a lie, blame someone else for our mistakes, fight with a friend, or try to get our own way, even if it hurts someone else. 
“All of us have done wrong things. That’s called ‘sin.’ It happens every day, to every person. I have sinned, you have sinned. Even the best person you know does wrong things. 
“That’s the bad news. But the GREAT news is that God will forgive us—every sin, every time, every person. [Bottom Line] Everyone needs forgiveness, and God will forgive anyone. He forgave the woman in our Bible story who was so grateful to Him.
“He forgave me for . . . [Make It Personal] (Share something kid-appropriate you did that felt like no big deal but you know wasn’t right. It could be selfishness with your time, taking your anger out on someone else, being ungrateful for what you have, breaking a promise, etc. Some kids may be shocked that their beloved SGL did something wrong and some kids might not see what you did as “bad.” You don’t have to heap shame on yourself but just say, “I did something wrong, I asked God for forgiveness, and I know that God forgives me.”)
“God will forgive you, too. God has promised to always forgive people who ask, just like the woman in our story and just like me.”
3. Bouncers
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Bibles and balls from “The Great Chasm” activity
What You Do:
· Divide your group into teams of three.

· Give each team a ball. 
· Direct each team to choose one kid to be in the middle and the other two to play “Keep Away.” 
· Explain that if the kid in the middle catches the ball, the one who threw it is in the middle. 
· Switch the teams up if it seems like a middle kid isn’t getting a chance to move.
· Play for a little while, but don’t let anyone get too frustrated. 

· Collect the balls. 
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Together, look up Colossians 3:13 and read the verse using the tips below. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Colossians” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds “Colossians,” lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find “Colossians.” Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find “Colossians,” explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 3, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 13 in chapter 3. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“This is a pretty long verse! But it reminds me of our game. How did you feel when you were throwing or catching the ball? (Invite discussion.) What about when you were in the middle? (Invite discussion.)
“It’s easy to see what others are doing wrong—like when they won’t share with us. But it’s harder to see when we’re doing it. As we learn more about forgiveness, we can see when we are stepping out of line, too, and not loving others. 
[Bottom Line] “Everyone needs forgiveness, even us! So as we think about forgiving others, let’s also think about things we might need forgiveness for, too.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Is it easier to forgive someone who wronged you or ask forgiveness from someone you hurt? Why?
How does the forgiveness cycle—we forgive our loved ones and they forgive us, as many times as necessary—fit with our verse?

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Scrap paper; pencils; and recycling bin from “Opening Activity”
What You Do: 
· Invite the kids to sit in a circle.
· Give each kid a piece of scrap paper and a pencil. 
· Set the recycling bin in the middle of the circle.
· Encourage the kids to write either someone they need to forgive or something they need forgiveness for on their paper.
· Direct the kids to toss their scrap paper into the bin.
· Allow as many do-overs as necessary.
· As each kid tosses in their paper, remind them “[Kid’s name], [Bottom Line] everyone needs forgiveness.” 
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for forgiving us, all of us, all the times we need it. We are grateful like the woman in our Bible story. We just want to be near You and follow You. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take their dough soap home. Remind kids that it’s for use in the sink or tub and it can wash us clean, because [Bottom Line] everyone needs forgiveness.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Colored pencils 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Scrap paper, old newspaper, or flyers
· Trash can or recycling bin
· Small prizes—one for each kid
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. So Fresh and So Clean
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Bottle of baby shampoo or body wash
· Container of cornstarch
· Liquid measuring cup (1/3 cup)
· Liquid food coloring in several colors
· Disposable gloves—one pair for each kid 
· Plastic spoons—one for each kid
· Plastic bowls—one for each kid
· Resealable plastic sandwich bags—one for each kid 
· Black permanent marker

*2. The Great Chasm 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Small balls like ping-pong or tennis balls, or beanbags, rolled-up socks, balloons, etc.—one for every pair of kids
3. Bouncers
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Bibles
· Balls from “The Great Chasm” activity-one for every three kids
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Scrap paper
· Pencils
· Trash can or recycling bin from “Opening Activity”
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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