252 Kids


 March 2023 • Week 4
Work in Progress: Redo, rewrite, restore


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2023, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Homecoming (The Story of the Lost Son) • Luke 15:11-32 

Today’s Bottom Line: God will always forgive you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Everything to Me” from Everything to Me and “All of the Ways” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: A Long Way Off
Application Activity: Erase in Color
Memory Verse Activity: Dance It Out!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Homecoming (The Story of the Lost Son) • Luke 15:11-32 

Today’s Bottom Line: God will always forgive you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “What’s up, everyone? I’m so glad we’re back here at [your environment’s name], where no matter what happened this week, you get a redo! You see, we’re talking all about forgiveness this month. Who remembers what forgiveness is? Say it with me.”
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
LEADER and KIDS: “Forgiveness means deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay.”
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
LEADER: “Yes, we all love to be forgiven and get a fresh start—a do-over! That kind of reminds me of the game of freeze tag. You might mess up and get tagged, but all it takes is someone reaching out to touch you and you get a redo!
“Let’s play freeze tag now. But of course, we have to have a twist or two. For one thing, this is slow-motion freeze tag, so everyone show me your best slow-mo move. (Demonstrate.)
“I’ll be ‘It,’ so remember, if I tag you, you have to freeze. The only way to get unfrozen and back in the game is to have someone who is NOT frozen tag you. AND you have to snort like a pig. Everyone, do your best pig impression. (Do it with them.)
“That’s amazing. Now, you might be wondering why we’re snorting like pigs. You’ll find out soon. But for now, let’s play ‘Slow-Mo Pig Freeze Tag’!

“Everyone up on your feet, and remember, only slow-motion movements! AND, when someone tags you back in, you have to snort like a pig. When the song ends, the game is over. The players who are unfrozen when the music ends are the winners! Let’s go!
AUDIO: “Chariots of Fire” by Vangelis
When the music starts, move toward the kids in an exaggerated slow-motion run, tagging them as you go. Make sure everyone is moving in slow motion and snorting like pigs when they get tagged back in.
When the song ends (or fades out), recognize those who are still “unfrozen” as the winners.

“That was hilarious. And even if you got tagged, you still got a chance at a do-over! I love that about freeze tag. If you’re still wondering what pigs have to do with it, you’ll have to wait just a bit longer. For now, everyone pop back up on your feet. Let’s sing and worship God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Who remembers our memory verse for this month, Colossians 3:13? Say it with me!”
SLIDE: Memory Verse
LEADER and KIDS: “Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” (Colossians 3:13, NIrV)

LEADER: “We can love like God loves, because Jesus has taught us a brand-new way to live! When we put our trust in Jesus, we can also forgive, because WE’VE been forgiven! This song says, ‘I live my life to show that I know, You’re everything to me.’ Let’s sing to God from our hearts.
AUDIO: “Everything to Me” / track 9 from Everything to Me
“Before we keep singing, let’s watch this together. 
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“It’s amazing to know that there’s nothing we can do that God won’t forgive. Let’s sing together and celebrate God’s never-ending love for us!
AUDIO: “All of the Ways” / track 5 from Everything to Me
Optional Video (Media Package): “All of the Ways” Dance Moves Music Video
“Great singing, everyone! You can all have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “If you’ve been hanging out with us at [your environment’s name] this year, you know we’ve been making our way through God’s Big Story, which we can read about here in the Bible. (Hold up your Bible.)
“The Bible is a collection of stories, poems, and letters, but when you put it all together, it’s God’s Big Story—the story of how God made us, loves us, and sent Jesus to be our Savior.

If you’re using a Bible timeline on your wall, you can reference it here as you recap.

“We started back in the beginning, when God made the world and everything in it. People turned away from God, but God had a plan to make things right again. God promised to bless the world through the family of a man named Abraham. When the time was right, Jesus, God’s Son, was born in Bethlehem. 
“Lately, we’ve been looking at the life of Jesus, including some really important stories Jesus told. Jesus’ stories are often known as parables, and Jesus told these stories to help people understand something important. (Hold up Bible.) In this story, Jesus explained how much God loves and forgives us.”
THE SON LEAVES
LEADER: “On this particular day, as Jesus was teaching, a group of tax collectors and others who were considered outcasts gathered around Him. The Pharisees and religious leaders were totally SHOCKED by this. They were upset that Jesus spent time with people they considered sinners.

“Jesus then told a series of parables. One story was about a lost sheep, and how a shepherd would leave his other sheep to go find it. Jesus also told a story about a lost coin, and how the woman who had lost the coin would search EVERYWHERE until she found it. The third story Jesus told was about a lost son.
Move in front of the storytelling board. Hold up one of the emojis.
“I’ve brought these emojis to help me share this story that Jesus told that day.
Open the Bible to Luke 15:11 (NIrV) and read.

“There was a man who had two sons.

Place the father and two sons emojis (#1-3) on the far right side of the board.
(referencing the board) “Okay, there’s the father and his two sons.

Open the Bible to Luke 15:12 (NIrV) and read.

“The younger son spoke to his father. He said, ‘Father, give me my share of the family property.’ So, the father divided his property between his two sons.
Place the money bag emoji (#4) on the bottom of the board. (You’ll place these bottom emojis in a horizontal row across the bottom of the board so that the kids can see them but they don’t clutter up the action of the story.)
“This was a very rude thing for the younger son to do. Back in those days, family money would only be passed on to the children AFTER the father died. But here, the son was basically saying, ‘Dad, give me my money now!’
Place the grimace emoji (#5) on the bottom of the board.

“Jesus continued.
Open the Bible to Luke 15:13 (NIrV) and read.

“Not long after that, the younger son packed up all he had. Then he left for a country far away.” 

Place the backpack emoji (#6) on the bottom of the board. Then move the younger son emoji to the far left side of the board.
THE SON STRUGGLES
LEADER: “When the younger son arrived in this faraway country, he started spending all his money and living it up—big time.
Place the celebrate, party food, and money emojis (#7-19) on the bottom of the board. Take your time placing the emojis; it’s okay to pause the action of the story for a bit while you do this.
“As Jesus said . . .
Open the Bible to Luke 15:13-14 (NIrV) and read.

“There he wasted his money on wild living. He spent everything he had. Then the whole country ran low on food. So the son didn’t have what he needed.

Remove ALL of the emojis from the bottom row except the grimace emoji, and place them all back in the box.

“ALL of the son’s money was gone! So what did he do?
Open the Bible to Luke 15:15-16 (NIrV) and read.

“He went to work for someone who lived in that country. That person sent the son to the fields to feed the pigs. The son wanted to fill his stomach with the food the pigs were eating. But no one gave him anything.

Place the pig emoji (#20) on the bottom of the board.
“Okay, gross! Now you know why we made silly pig sounds in our game earlier. But this was no laughing matter for the son in Jesus’ story. The younger son was so desperate that he actually wanted to eat pig slop!
Place the sick face emoji (#21) on the bottom of the board.

“I know. Disgusting. But THEN . . .
Open the Bible to Luke 15:17-20 (NIrV) and read.

“Then [the son] began to think clearly again. He said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough food! But here I am dying from hunger! I will get up and go back to my father. I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven. And I have sinned against you. I am no longer fit to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’ So he got up and went to his father.

“Yes, the younger son set off for home.”
Move the younger son emoji halfway back to the right side of the board.

Remove ALL of the emojis from the bottom row and place them back in the box.

THE SON IS FORGIVEN
LEADER: “But while the son was still a long way off, his father saw him! Here’s how Jesus told it.

Open the Bible to Luke 15:20 (NIrV) and read.

“While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him. He was filled with tender love for his son.

Place the heart emoji (#22) on the bottom of the board.

“He ran to him. He threw his arms around him and kissed him.

Move the father emoji to the center of the board, next to the younger son emoji.

“The son didn’t think he deserved his father’s love. He said . . .
Open the Bible to Luke 15:21 (NIrV) and read.

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer fit to be called your son.

“But the father was so happy that his son had come home! He called out to the servants.
Open the Bible to Luke 15:22-24 (NIrV) and read.

“Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
Place the robe, ring, and sandal emojis (#23-25) on the bottom of the board.

“‘Bring the fattest calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.
Place the celebrate emoji (#7) on the bottom of the board.
“‘This son of mine was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And now he is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

“In no time at all, the younger son was dressed in fresh clothes instead of rags. He found himself the guest of honor at a feast! 

Remove ALL of the emojis from the bottom row and place them back in the box.

“BUT in the meantime . . . we can’t forget the older brother.
Reference the older brother emoji on the right side of the board.

“The whole time his little brother was out living wild and wasting money, the older brother was working hard for their dad.

Place the pickax emoji (#26) on the bottom of the board.

“The older brother had been out in the field all day, so when he came home to the sounds of music and dancing, he was shocked.
Place the shocked emoji (#27) on the bottom of the board.

“He called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. The servant told him that his father had thrown a party because the younger son had returned, safe and sound.
“Just think what you’d feel like if you were the older brother. The whole thing seemed SO unfair. When the father came out and begged his older son to join the celebration, the son was angry!
Place the angry emoji (#28) on the bottom of the board. Then move the father emoji over to the right side of the board, next to the older son emoji.
“The older son explained to his father how upset he was. But the father said to him . . .
Open the Bible to Luke 15:31-32 (NIrV) and read.

“My son . . . you are always with me. Everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad. This brother of yours was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And now he is found.”
Remove ALL of the emojis from the bottom row and place them back in the box. Then place the heart emoji (#22) on the bottom of the board.

Move to the front of the stage as you wrap up.
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “That was the end of the story Jesus told the crowd that day. Jesus didn’t tell them what happened next, so we don’t know either. Maybe the older brother had a change of heart and came inside to celebrate with his brother. Or maybe he stayed angry and stayed outside because he refused to forgive.
“It was clear from Jesus’ story, though, that God is always there to forgive us. God is like the father in the story. It doesn’t matter what we’ve done. God always, ALWAYS welcomes us home—with love.
“Remember . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God will always forgive you.
“Let’s pray and thank God for that!”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You SO much for always forgiving each of us. We are all trying to be more and more like You every day. But still, we mess up, and we need Your forgiveness. We feel safe and secure in Your love. We know that You can restore us and help us rewrite our stories. You love us and You forgive us, and we are so thankful! We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Jesus’ story of the lost son is such an amazing reminder of God’s love and forgiveness! God is the Father who forgives us, no matter what we’ve done or how we’ve messed up.
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 4 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“We can always come back to God and know that God will forgive us, because we know that we [Basic Truth] can trust God no matter what.

“Remember, [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you. Say that with me.”
SLIDE: Bottom Line
LEADER and KIDS: “[Bottom Line] God will always forgive you.” 

LEADER: “Isn’t that SO good to know? I mean, sometimes we’re like the younger brother in the story. We mess up and need to be forgiven. Other times, we’re like the older brother. We might feel angry and jealous when we think that others have gotten away with THEIR mistakes. But no matter what, I hope you’ll always remember that [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you.
Share a quick, age-appropriate example of a time when you had to be forgiven for something—ideally when you were a kid.
“I’m so glad to know that God has forgiven me. And the same is true for you. You can have absolute confidence that [Bottom Line] God will always forgive you and welcome you back, no matter what. You can always talk to God and be completely honest, because God LOVES you. What an amazing truth to know! Let’s head to Small Group and talk about that some more.”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Week 4 Timeline Image printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 

· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· “Chariots of Fire” by Vangelis
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide
· Week 4 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 4 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Determine where you’ll have a large enough space for the kids to spread out to play freeze tag.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Everything to Me” from Everything to Me
· “All of the Ways” from Everything to Me
Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “All of the Ways” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· “Bible Story Emojis” printed from the LG Assets PDF and cut out
· Box for the printed emojis
· Board or designated space to attach the printed emojis: magnetic board, white board, board covered in fabric, or wall surface
· Some type of adhesive for the printed emojis: magnet tape, VELCRO® tape or dots, or tape loops
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· “Bible Story Emojis” (printable)
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Decide how you want to display the printed emojis. (Note that magnets on a magnetic board will be the easiest to manage moving up, down, and around without sticking to each other.)
· Print the “Bible Story Emojis” on individual sheets of paper, and cut out the emojis.
· Put either magnet tape, VELCRO® tape, or tape loops on the back of each emoji.
· You may want to write the emoji number on the back of each one, just to make it easier to keep them all straight.

· Place the storytelling board and box of emojis on the stage, but out of the way for the Opener and Worship.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 seconds, 60 seconds, and 5 minutes)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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