252 Kids


 March 2023 • Week 3
Work in Progress: Redo, rewrite, restore


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—March 2023, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Mercy, Mercy Me (The Story of the Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35 

Today’s Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Love Like You” from Make a Move and “All of the Ways” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Bounce Off
Application Activity: Rewrite!
Memory Verse Activity: Pass It On
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Mercy, Mercy Me (The Story of the Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35 

Today’s Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Forgiveness—deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, everyone! It’s great to see your smiling faces. We’re in the middle of a great month here at [your environment’s name] as we talk about forgiveness.

SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Forgiveness means deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“It’s like giving someone a chance to erase what’s wrong and get a redo. That’s something we all need from time to time!
“We’ll have a chance for a redo in today’s game, too. But first, I want you to take one minute to figure out three things you can share with us that are interesting facts about you. Two of the facts should be 100 percent truthful. The other one should be only partially true—you should twist the truth a bit. So, maybe your favorite food is hot dogs but you say your favorite food is CORN dogs. Understand? So three things about yourself: two that are completely true and one that’s not FULLY truthful. I can help, so raise your hand if you need help coming up with three things!
AUDIO: Fun instrumental music

Set a timer on your phone for 60 seconds.

Walk around the room and check in with the kids, especially the younger ones. If they need help, ask them questions.
· Do you have a pet?

· What’s your family’s favorite place to go?

· What’s your favorite movie?

· Do you have any hidden talents?

Give the kids about a minute to come up with their facts, but you don’t have to be strict about the time limit. It’s just to keep things moving.
“Okay, it’s time to hear some of your facts! If you’d like to share three fun facts about yourself, raise your hand.

Select a volunteer and ask them to share their three facts. On the dry erase board, write the three facts in shorthand.
“Hmm . . . those are all really interesting things about you, [kid’s name], but I’m not sure which one isn’t completely true. Everyone, let’s see if we can guess. If you think [first fact] is the twisted truth, raise your hand. If you think [second fact] isn’t completely true, raise your hand. And if you think [third fact] was the bended truth, raise your hand.
“Looks like most of you thought the not-quite-true fact was [fact]. [Kid’s name], can you tell us if we got it right? Which fact wasn’t completely true?

After the kid reveals the untrue fact, clarify what’s the actual truth about that fact. Erase the untrue fact on the board and re-write it to make it correct.

“Okay! We just erased the untrue part of that fact and re-wrote it with the truth! Okay, who wants to go next?
Depending on how much time you have, you can select three to five kids to share, repeating the same process with each kid. If you have room on the dry erase board, you can leave all the answers up, but if not, erase them between kids.
“That was great! I feel like we all learned a lot about each other. And we saw how we can take something that’s not quite right and rewrite it with the truth! Pretty cool. Let’s all jump up now and have some fun worshipping God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “It’s good for us to spend time getting to know each other, because that brings us closer together. It also means we can work together better to share God’s love with others! That’s what this song is all about. Sing this with me.
AUDIO: “Love Like You” / track 9 from Make a Move
“Before we keep singing, let’s watch this video.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“No matter how hard we try, we won’t always get it right. We all mess up sometimes. But God is always there to forgive us! As we read in 1 John 1:9, ‘God is faithful and fair. If we confess our sins, he will forgive our sins. He will forgive every wrong thing we have done. He will make us pure.’ (NIrV) Let’s lift our voices and worship God together.
AUDIO: “All of the Ways” / track 4 from Everything to Me
Optional Video (Media Package): “All of the Ways” Dance Moves Music Video
“Awesome! I love to worship God with all of you. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “Before we get into today’s story, everyone scrunch up, and let’s sit in a circle.
Give the kids some time to sit in a tight circle.

“I’ll give some of you a sign. If you have one, set it down in front of you but face up so I can see it. When I point to you, it’ll be your turn to hold up the sign for everyone to see. Then you just put the sign back down again when I do this. (Do a ‘set it down’ motion.) Here we go.
Hand out the first batch of signs: “7,” “77,” “10,000 BAGS OF GOLD,” “100 SILVER COINS,” and the arrow signs for the remaining kids. Make sure the arrow signs are pointing around the edge of the circle so that they will end up (on both sides) pointing toward the kid with the “10,000 BAGS OF GOLD” sign.
Note: Make sure you give the “10,000 BAGS OF GOLD” to a kid you know won’t be embarrassed to play the unmerciful servant in the story.

“All right, I think we’re ready!

“It’s been a really cool journey so far this year as we’ve made our way through God’s Big Story together. (Hold up Bible.) Right now, we’re taking a look at the life of Jesus, which we can read about in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
“We can find today’s story in the book of Matthew, and it’s actually a story that Jesus told. Jesus did that often as a way to teach people. He spoke in parables, or stories, using everyday things to help people understand something important about God.”
THe pARABLE
LEADER: “One of Jesus’ closest friends and followers was named Peter. One day, Peter came up to Jesus and asked Him a big question. 

Open the Bible to Matthew 18:21-22 (NIrV) and read.

“Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?

Point to the kid with the “7” sign to hold it up.
“Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but 77 times.

Point to the kid with the “77” sign.
Motion both kids to set their signs down.
“I think Jesus was saying that you should forgive as many times as it takes. But Jesus knew that Peter and his other friends weren’t really getting the point. So Jesus told a story to make it clear.

“Here’s the story Jesus told.

Open the Bible to Matthew 18:23-26 (NIrV) and read. 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to collect all the money his servants owed him. As the king began to do it, a man who owed him 10,000 bags of gold was brought to him.
Point to the kid with the “10,000 BAGS OF GOLD” sign to hold it up.
“The man was not able to pay. So his master gave an order. The man, his wife, his children, and all he owned had to be sold to pay back what he owed.

“Then the servant fell on his knees in front of him. ‘Give me time,’ he begged. ‘I’ll pay everything back.’
“In case you’re wondering, 10,000 bags of gold was a LOT of money. (Reference the ‘10,000 BAGS OF GOLD’ sign.) There’s no way that this servant would be able to pay off 10,000 bags of gold, even if he worked his whole life! The servant knew it. The king knew it . . . and the king felt sorry for the man.

“What did the king do next? Jesus said . . .
Open the Bible to Matthew 18:27 (NIrV) and read.
“His master felt sorry for him. He forgave him what he owed and let him go.”
Give a “PAID IN FULL” sign to the kid with the “10,000 BAGS OF GOLD” sign. They should now be holding both signs.
THE PRoBLEM
LEADER: “The servant must have been dancing and celebrating because he had been forgiven! But listen to what happened next.

Open the Bible to Matthew 18:28-29 (NIrV) and read.

“Then that servant went out and found one of the other servants who owed him 100 silver coins.

Point to the kid with the “100 SILVER COINS” sign to hold it up.
“He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he said.

“The other servant fell on his knees. ‘Give me time,’ he begged him. ‘I’ll pay it back’
“Okay, wow! Remember, the first servant just had a debt of 10,000 bags of gold completely paid in full! (Point to the kid with the ‘10,000 BAGS OF GOLD’ sign.) You’d think he could definitely forgive a debt of a few silver coins, right? But Jesus said . . . 
Open the Bible to Matthew 18:30 (NIrV) and read.

“The first servant refused. Instead, he went and had the man thrown into prison. The man would be held there until he could pay back what he owed.”
Hand the jail bars sign to the kid holding the “100 SILVER COINS” sign.

THE POINT
LEADER: “The other servants were upset to see what had happened. They went to the king and told him what the first servant had done.

Point to all the other kids with the arrow signs to cue them to hold the signs up. Get them to flip their signs around, if needed, so that the arrows are going around the entire circle—in both directions—pointing at the kid playing servant #1.
Then motion for the kids with the arrow signs to set them down. (Servant #1 and servant #2 should keep holding their signs up.)
“The king called in the first servant and said this . . .
Open the Bible to Matthew 18:32-34 (NIrV) and read.

“‘You evil servant,’ he said. ‘I forgave all that you owed me because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on the other servant just as I had mercy on you?’ In anger his master handed him over to the jailers. He would be punished until he paid back everything he owed.

Take the jail bars sign from the kid playing servant #2. Take the two signs from the kid playing servant #1 and put the jail bars sign on top of the other two signs so that it’s the only one showing. Then hand the stack of three signs back to the kid playing servant #1.

“Jesus finished His story this way.
Open the Bible to Matthew 18:35 (NIrV) and read.

“This is how my Father in heaven will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Motion to the kids playing servant #1 and servant #2 to set their signs down.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Here’s the truth, friends. Because of what Jesus did for us on the cross, God has made a way for ALL of us to be forgiven.
Hand out the “PAID IN FULL” signs to everyone and cue them to hold the signs up high.
“That’s right. Jesus paid the price for our sins when He died on the cross.

Motion to the kids to set their signs down.

“In the story Jesus told, the king represents God. The servants in the story who owed money are meant to represent people like us. We shouldn’t be like the first servant, who had his own debt forgiven but wasn’t willing to forgive someone else. We should choose to forgive others because we know what it’s like to experience God’s forgiveness for ourselves.
“God forgives us, and we can pass on that same forgiveness to other people. Remember . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Forgive others because God forgives you.
“Let’s pray and talk to God about that.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for forgiving us, completely and totally. We have every reason to forgive others when we think about how You have forgiven US. Jesus made that so clear in the story He told that day. Please help us remember each and every day how wonderful Your forgiveness is and be willing to share it with others. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “We’ve all done wrong things that hurt others—things that break our relationship with God. We all need forgiveness. And because of what Jesus has done for us on the cross, God DOES forgive us!

“Since we know what it’s like to be forgiven, we can forgive others. In fact, we SHOULD forgive others. That was what Jesus wanted His disciples to understand in the story He told about the servant who WOULDN’T forgive.
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 3 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“We know how good it feels to be forgiven. We should [Basic Truth] treat others the way we want to be treated. We should choose to forgive.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Forgive others because God forgives you. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Forgive others because God forgives you.”
LEADER: “Now, there’s something important that I want to make sure you understand about forgiveness. Forgiving someone does NOT mean that what they did was okay. It definitely doesn’t mean you need to let the person keep hurting you. You can tell them that what they’ve done isn’t okay. You can ask an adult for help if you feel stuck and you’re not sure what to do.

“But remember, forgiveness helps YOU just like it helps the other person. Forgiveness can set you free from carrying around your anger and hurt toward someone. It’s deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay.
“Let’s head to Small Group and talk some more about how WE can forgive because God has forgiven US!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Leader’s phone

· Large dry erase board, dry erase marker, and eraser
· Week 3 Timeline Image printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun instrumental music for the game
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide
· Week 3 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 3 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· Optional: Download a countdown video from a royalty-free site. Load it into your presentation software and have it ready to play during the Opener. You could also keep time on a smartphone or watch. Note: Some presentation software such as ProPresenter® have a countdown clock built into the program that you can overlay on a still image. 
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Arrange the dry erase board in a way that you can easily write on it, but it’s also clearly visible for the kids.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Love Like You” from Make a Move
· “All of the Ways” from Everything to Me
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “All of the Ways” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· “Bible Story Signs” printed from the LG Assets PDF on letter-size paper, or on 11”x17” paper from the included 11”x17” images (see “What You Do”)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· “Bible Story Signs” (printable)
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Print one copy each of the following signs:

· 7

· 77

· 10,000 BAGS OF GOLD

· 100 SILVER COINS

· Jail bars

· Print enough of the arrow signs that you’ll have one each for the remaining kids.
· Print a “PAID IN FULL” sign for each kid plus extras to allow for any increased attendance. (It’s important that every kid has one!)
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 seconds, 60 seconds, and 5 minutes)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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