252 Kids


February 2023 • Week 4
Road Rules: Ride with respect 


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—February 2023, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: God Is God (A Roman Commander Has Faith) • Matthew 8:5-13
Today’s Bottom Line: Remember God is most important.
Monthly Memory Verse: Do to others as you want them to do to you. Luke 6:31 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Respect—Showing others they are important by what you say and do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 
PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Brave” from Everything to Me and “Everything to Me” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Course Map
Application Activity: Remote Control
Memory Verse Activity: Stoplight Bop
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: God Is God (A Roman Commander Has Faith) • Matthew 8:5-13
Today’s Bottom Line: Remember God is most important.
Monthly Memory Verse: Do to others as you want them to do to you. Luke 6:31 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Respect—Showing others they are important by what you say and do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray that kids would see the importance of spending time with God. Pray that they would leave today armed with motivation to do the things that grow their faith. Ask God to allow you to be a part of that journey with your few. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container and small bouncy ball
What You Do: 
· Greet kids as they arrive with a high five or fist bump. 
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to gather in a circle.

· Bounce the ball to the kids while they’re in the circle.

· Instruct the kids to bounce the ball back to you. 
· Make sure each kid has a turn.

· At first, ask each kid a different question while you bounce the ball such as:
· What is your favorite color?

· What is your favorite food?

· What games do you like to play?
· Direct the kids to answer the question when they catch the ball. 
· After everyone has had a turn, ask each kid the same question when you bounce the ball: Why do you come here to church/Small Group? 
· If you have younger kids, only ask that first question and play until everyone has answered.
· Affirm all answers—even the silly ones that might be true (because I love the donuts afterwards, because my mom makes me, etc.).
· If you have mostly older kids (4-6 grade), change the game by making it Wrong Answers Only. 
· For example, “Leshawn, why do you come to church?” (because I hate weekends; because video games are boring; because I love the smell of hymnals in the morning!)
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Parking Pass” Activity Page; chairs, carpet squares, or construction paper; masking tape; upbeat music; and music player or device
What You Do:
· Set out the chairs, squares, or papers in a line like a parking lot. (If using the papers, tape to the floor to secure.)
· Make sure you have the same number of parking spaces as kids. 
· Tell kids that the goal of this game is to get into the first parking space in line.
· Start the music and tell kids to circle the lot (walk around the room) as if they’re waiting for a parking space.
· As kids walk around, use a loop of masking tape to stick the “Parking Pass” page on one kid. (Try to do it without them noticing, but if they do notice, just tell them it’s part of the game.) 
· Stop the music abruptly.

· Direct the kids to scramble for a parking space. 
· After the music has stopped and everyone is in place, announce that the kid with the “Parking Pass” sign can move up to the first parking space. 
· After the kid with the “Parking Pass” sign is in the first space, direct the kid in the last space (the space farthest from the first parking space) to be out.
· Move the last space away and start the game again, removing the “Parking Pass” from the first winner. 
· Play as before, trying to secretly tag someone with the “Parking Pass.” 
· Play until only two kids remain.

· Direct the two remaining kids to play for the last parking space, but don’t use the “Parking Pass.” 
What You Say:
“If you’ve ever waited in the back seat of the car for your grown-ups to find a parking space, you probably felt like this game. Some parking spots are reserved for those who need more support moving around, but then there are parking spaces for Curbside Pickup Only, Expectant Moms Only, Seniors Only, Police Only, Employee of the Month Only, Visitors Only, Principals Only, School Bus Drivers Only. These people are important to the store, school, or business in that parking lot. [Transition] Let’s go see who deserves priority parking in our lives.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Course Map 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Course Map” Activity Pages; coloring materials; safety scissors; and glue sticks 
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Course Map” Activity Page and a pair of scissors.

· Set out the coloring materials and glue sticks.
· Invite the kids to color the map and the people.

· Direct the kids to cut out Jesus, the Roman commander, and the servant.
· Instruct the kids to glue Jesus and the Roman commander near the Capernaum town hall. 
· Direct the kids to glue the servant at the commander’s house on the other side of the page.
· Fill in the bottom of the map together “Healing at 15,000 MPH.” 
· Note: this is five times the speed of sound (MACH 5)—technically hypersonic speed. We know that the healing of the servant was instantaneous and miraculous, but Jesus did “say the word” so we’re going with that scientific figure, as if His voice travelled that fast. You can explain that 15,000 MPH is five times the speed of sound, and we’re just making up a super-fast number, we’re not really sure how Jesus healed the servant. That’s just how powerful God is! 
· When the kids have finished the maps, set them aside. 
What You Say:
“This is an incredible Bible story. Jesus healed someone from across a city! Jesus was near the synagogue at one end of this town, and the commander’s servant was in the fancy Roman headquarters on the other side! There’s no way that this was not a miracle. And one of the most amazing things is, the Roman commander expected it! He completely respected Jesus as someone who had ultimate authority over time and space and people.
“See, the Roman commander knew about respect and authority. He had total control over not just his own troops but even the citizens of that city. He could just point to someone on the street and ask for a meal, or help with his luggage, or to dig a deep hole for a well, and the person would have to do it. They were completely under his authority. They might not like it, but they had to do what he said. 
“The commander, who only had to respect the emperor and his own commander, recognized that Jesus deserved the ultimate respect. Jesus could command not just people but the whole world—including sickness and disease. The Roman commander didn’t write to his own commander and ask for a fancy Roman cure or write to the emperor and ask for help. He didn’t bother. He went straight to the top—Jesus. 
“The Roman commander knew that out of all the people he had to respect and all the people who respected him, to [Bottom Line] remember God is most important. Only God can heal and rescue us from sin.
*2. Remote Control 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Paper or plastic headbands; pipe cleaners; blindfolds; masking tape; and paper plates
What You Do:
· Give each kid a headband and a pipe cleaner.
· Direct all the kids to make an antenna by twisting the pipe cleaner onto the headband to stick straight up from their head. They can make one antenna or make both ends of the pipe cleaner stick up for two antennae.
· Tell kids they’re going to pretend that these antenna headbands will help them become remote controlled cars.

· While the kids are making their hats, tape a “road” on the floor. Make some corners, twists, and turns. 
· Divide your group into pairs. 
· Designate one kid in each pair to be a “driver,” giving each driver a paper plate to use as a steering wheel. 
· Designate the other kid in each pair to be the “car,” and give these kids the blindfolds to use on their turn.
· Direct pairs to go one at a time. 
· Instruct the car to line up at the road and put on the blindfold.

· Instruct the driver to stand at the far end and hold the steering wheel.
· Direct the driver to turn the wheel and tell the car where to go to stay on the road. 
· For example, the driver can say to the car, “Take three steps forward then turn a little to the right. Go straight for a few steps. STOP! Now go left.”
· If a car veers off the road, make a “buzz” sound. 
· If you have mostly younger kids, give them three buzzes until they’re out. 
· For older kids, consider having fewer or no buzzes at all.
· Once the car has reached the driver, direct the kids to switch.

· Instruct the driver to tell the car where to go in reverse along the road. 
· Younger kids can just walk the road towards the other side of the room. 
· Older kids can walk “in reverse,” backwards along the road towards the other side. 
· The idea is to vary the directions so that the first driver doesn’t have the advantage of seeing and remembering the course as they’re directing the car during his turn. 
· If you have mostly older kids, direct all the cars to go at once! 
· Make sure everyone has a chance to be the driver and the car.
· Take off blindfolds as soon as the cars are back with their drivers to prevent accidents. 
What You Say:
“Which did you like better, being the car or the driver? (Invite responses.) The driver had total authority over the car. The car could do anything they wanted—go out of bounds, stop walking—but they decided to follow the directions of the driver. 
“We can show that we [Bottom Line] remember God is most important when we act like the car to the driver. We can choose to follow what God says, listen to God’s voice through Scripture and in prayer, and surround ourselves with other people going in the direction of wisdom.”
[Make It Personal] (Share the ways that you keep God first in your life. Do you read the Bible or pray first thing in the morning, or at night before bed? Do you say “no” to some activities so you can better follow Jesus? Have you ever made an unpopular choice in order to honor God? Let kids share some ways they put God first in their families—praying before meals, choosing to spend money on others instead of themselves, and even going to church instead of sleeping-in or playing sports.)
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions:
· Does anything ever make you doubt that God is worth your respect? Explain.

· What are some ways that kids your age show disrespect for God and may not realize it?

· What do you think is most important—words or actions –when it comes to respect for God and others? Why?

3. Stoplight Bop
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Prepared balloons; other colored balloons; upbeat music; music player or other device; and Bible
What You Do:
· Gather the group in a standing circle.

· Tell the kids that while the song plays, they can’t let a balloon hit the ground.
· Instruct the kids not to hold any balloons with one or both hands or any other part of their body.
· The balloons must be bopped upwards and stay airborne. 
· Direct the kids to say the verse word on the balloon as they bop it. 
· Start the music.

· Give the kids one balloon to keep up.
· After a few seconds, add a second in any word order. 
· One by one, add balloons until kids are pretty frantic and some start to hit the floor. 
· Then stop the music and gather the balloons. 
· Explain that in the next round, the green balloons are the most important balloons to keep up, followed by the yellow, then the red. 
· Start the music to signal another round, again adding balloons of all colors one at a time.
· Set random rules like if one green balloon, two yellow balloons, or three red balloons hit the floor, stop the music and start over.
· Play as long as time allows. 
· When time is up, pause the music and ask kids to line up the balloons in verse order. 
What You Say:
“This verse reminds us of something super important: Do to others as you want them to do to you. (Luke 6:31) But did you know in the Bible this verse comes from another important commandment? (Open the Bible and look up Matthew 22:36-40. Read it out loud to the group or ask an older kid to read.)
“The two most important things are how we love God and how we treat each other. Just like we had a most important color balloon to keep up, knowing those two things can help us figure out our priorities in life. Like if you had an opportunity to play on a super-select travel league for your sport but it meant you couldn’t go to church at all—it would take up all your weekends and nights after school, that would be a really rough choice. Some of you have made that choice or will need to soon. How could this verse we just read help with that? (Invite conversation—choose to stay at church and give up the travel team, kids could find another way to worship and learn like online, or even form a Small Group within their teammates and do devotionals together or watch the So & So Show and talk about it together!)
“What if you know you could get the best part in the school play, as long as you talked badly about the other kids who want the part? What would this verse direct you to do? (Invite responses—do your best but not sabotage the other actors; be a team player, knowing that it takes a lot of people participating to pull off a stage production.) 
“We want a lot of things in this life—cool toys, nice tech, to be the best at something—but those aren’t the most important things. [Bottom Line] Remember God is most important, and following God means putting God—and other people—first in our priorities.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: “Parking Pass” Activity Page from “Opening Activity”
What You Do: 
· One at a time, give each kid the “Parking Pass” and ask, “[Kid’s name], what could you to do give God priority parking in your week and show that you [Bottom Line] remember God is most important?
· Let each kid answer then pass the “Parking Pass” to the next kid. 
· When you’re finished, close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, we know that You have the ultimate authority. You are most important in our lives and the world. Please help us find new ways of honoring and respecting You this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their map from the “Course Map” activity and explain that the Roman commander knew Jesus was the most important. Kids can even wear their Remote Control antenna headbands home! 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
· Small bouncy ball
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “Parking Pass” Activity Page on paper, one for each small group.

· Chairs, carpet squares, or construction paper
· Upbeat music
· Music player or other device
· Masking tape

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Course Map 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print “Course Map” Activity Page on paper, one for each kid.
· Coloring materials 
· Safety scissors 
· Glue sticks 
*2. Remote Control 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Paper or plastic headbands—one for every kid 
· Pipe cleaners

· Blindfolds 
· Masking tape 
· Paper plates 
3. Stoplight Bop
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Red, yellow, and green balloons inflated and tied off
· Write one word of Luke 6:31 on each balloon. It doesn’t matter which word is on which color. 

· Various other colored balloons- blow them up to use in the second round (see activity)

· Black permanent marker

· Upbeat music
· Music player or other device
· Bible
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· “Parking Pass” Activity Page from “Opening Activity” 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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