252 Kids


February 2023 • Week 3
Road Rules: Ride with respect


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—February 2023, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: I Will Be Here (Mary and Martha) • Luke 10:38-42
Today’s Bottom Line: Take time to show others they are important. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Do to others as you want them to do to you. Luke 6:31 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Respect—Showing others they are important by what you say and do
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Pit Crew
Application Activity: Flag Drop
Memory Verse Activity: Steering Wheels
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: I Will Be Here (Mary and Martha) • Luke 10:38-42
Today’s Bottom Line: Take time to show others they are important. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Do to others as you want them to do to you. Luke 6:31 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Respect—Showing others they are important by what you say and do
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray that kids would be inspired to use their time to show others they are important. Ask God to give kids ideas for creative ways to be generous with their time and show the people in their lives how valuable they are. Pray that kids would see the places in their day when they have a choice about how to spend their time and that they would use that time for others. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive to Small Group.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· As kids arrive, challenge them to say some tongue twisters.
· A big black bug bit a big black dog on his big black nose.
· If a dog chews shoes, whose shoes does he choose?
· Picky people pick Peter® Pan peanut butter, ‘tis the peanut butter picky people pick. 
· Zebras zig and zebras zag. 

· No one needs to light a nightlight on a night like tonight. 

· Five frantic frogs fled from fifty fierce fish.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Speed Limits Signs” Activity Page and building materials
What You Do:
· Divide your group into at least two teams. (You can have more if you have complicated building materials that need individual attention.) 
· Set out the building materials.

· Direct kids to build something BIG.
· Alternate holding up signs from the “Speed Limit Signs” Activity Page.

· Direct the kids to build quickly or slowly based on the sign you hold up. (You can start slowly and speed up or vary the pace randomly.) 
· When kids have all built something they’re proud of, gather for discussion. 
What You Say:
“How did it feel to build SUPER fast? (Invite responses.) What about building REALLY slowly? (Invite responses.) Which one gave you more time to concentrate on the details? (Invite responses.) How would you feel if someone rushed through something important at 100 miles per hour? (Invite responses.) What about if your grown-ups just sped through your games or spelling homework? (Invite responses.) What if they sped through your birthday or Christmas morning? (Invite responses.) [Transition] Let’s go hear about the importance of slowing down and paying attention when it really counts.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Pit Crew*
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

*NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.

What You Need: Snack ingredients, hand wipes, napkins, posterboard, and markers 
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams: Team Mary and Team Martha.
· Set out half of the snack materials, the posterboard, and markers.

· Instruct “Team Martha” to use the snack materials to prepare a snack for “Team Mary.” 
· Meanwhile, direct Team Mary to brainstorm things they can say about the people on Team Martha.
· Write down Team Mary’s compliments on the posterboard. (Let older kids write for themselves.) 
· Try to get kids to think beyond “they’re nice/cool/pretty.”
· To prompt Team Mary’s thinking, ask, “What do you know about these people? Are they brave? Kind? Have they helped someone out? Are they a great friend? Are they creative or hardworking?
· Once the snack is prepared, set out the second half of the snack materials and switch teams. 
· Direct the new Team Martha to make the rest of the snack and the new Team Mary to write or dictate kind things on the posterboard. 
· When everyone has a snack, eat together around the compliment poster.
What You Say:
“Both of these things showed our friends how we value them and respect their place in our small group. Which one did you feel was more personal, when your friend made you a snack or when your friend wrote something thoughtful about you? (Invite comments—the snack because the friend put in extra chocolate chips; the compliment because they’ve been working hard on their soccer skills and are pleased their friend noticed.) 
“In our Bible story, Martha was working hard to show Jesus He was important to her—to respect Him by laying out the perfect meal on the perfect table with the perfect setting. Mary was showing Jesus He was important by breaking tradition and sitting with Him, respecting Him by paying attention as if He was her only job. Jesus pointed out that the most important way to show someone they’re important is by giving them your most precious resource—more than chocolate chips or a fancy dinner. What do you think that is? (Let kids respond.) That’s right, time!
“Time is something everyone has. You don’t need to earn it like money or make it like a present. You can give it away—even as a kid! You can spend time with your parents, brothers and sisters, neighbors, or teammates. Spend time saying hello to your bus driver, the cashier at a fast-food place, or the toddler walking SO slowly in front of you at the park. They’ll feel respected and cared for because you spent your time on them! 
“Just like Mary knew, and Martha learned, you can [Bottom Line] take time to show others they are important.”
2. Flag Drop
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Blanket or tablecloth
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Instruct the teams to line up with the first kid on each team facing each other.
· Ask for a volunteer to hold up the blanket with you between the first two kids. 
· Direct the teams to mix up who is in front as silently as possible. 
· On the count of three, direct the volunteer to drop the blanket with you.
· Instruct the two kids facing each other to call out the other kid’s name. 
· Whoever says the name the fastest, wins!
· Instruct the kid who did not win to join the other team. 
· Play until everyone is on one team, or until time runs out. 
· If you have a group that is fairly small or who know each other well, direct them to call out something else about the person facing them. 
· their eye color 
· their hair color 
· their sock or shoe color 
· their last name 
· their grade in school 
· their birth month
What You Say:
“Everyone likes to feel noticed and seen—no one wants to be ignored. Even if you’re the kind of person happiest to just hang out by yourself, you don’t want people to NEVER know you’re there. Everyone wants someone who knows their name, notices their eye color, or remembers their birthday. 
“The way to do that is by spending time with each other. We do this in Small Group. Where else do you spend a lot of time with people? (Invite responses—home with family, playing with friends, school, clubs, sports teams, around the neighborhood, on the bus, even online.) Sometimes, we want to rush through those times with people so we can do other things like play video games, watch YouTube™, or practice bike tricks. I know I’ve done that. (Raise your hand and let kids do the same if they feel comfortable.)
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you rushed through a conversation with a friend or family member or paid them very little attention so you could do something more “fun.” Share that spending time with those we love is really important, even when we want to do other things. If you had an opportunity to “make it up” to the person you brushed off, share that—how did it feel?) 
“See, I learned to [Bottom Line] take time to show others they are important. There will always be something cool to do, places to go, followers to impress. But those around us—our families, friends, and community—they’re the important ones. They’re the people we can show God’s love to by demonstrating it with our time.”
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Give some examples of times when listening is a way to show respect.

· What are some ways you can be like Mary and spend time with Jesus?

· How has someone shown you you’re important? How can you do that for someone else?

3. Steering Wheels 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Foam rings; duct tape in various colors; permanent markers; and Bible
What You Do:
· Give each kid a foam ring.

· Set out the rolls of duct tape and permanent markers. 
· Encourage kids to wrap the duct tape around the ring to form a steering wheel. (They can use different colors or patterns to make a cool “cover” on their wheel.
· For older kids, invite them to tape a large “X” through the center of their wheel on both sides and stick the sticky sides of the tape together for more of a realistic steering wheel effect. 
· Open the Bible to Luke 6:31 and read it aloud.

· Invite the kids to use the markers and write the verse along their steering wheel. 
· Set the steering wheels aside. 
What You Say:
“This verse won’t ‘steer’ you wrong! You can point this verse at anyone and think, ‘I should treat them the way I want to be treated’ and just head straight in that direction. It works on everyone from your Great-Great-Uncle Larry to the lunch aide at your school. You can point your steering wheel and think, ‘If I was a 95-year-old man, I hope people would . . .’ (Invite suggestions—listen to my stories, get me a glass of lemonade, find my teeth.) And you can point your steering wheel again and think, ‘If I was serving pizza and chicken nuggets to 600 kids in 45 minutes, I hope people would . . .’ (Invite suggestions—thank me, clean up after themselves, look like they’re enjoying the food.) 
“Most of the time, you’ll discover that the secret to treating others well is spending time on them. Maybe treating others well looks like taking five seconds to say, ‘Thanks for the mashed potatoes!’ Or it might look like chatting 20 minutes with your mom about something she’s really interested in. Maybe you’ll watch a show with a younger sibling or help your coach clean up a big mess left on the bleachers. 
“In fact, I’d say the BIGGEST way to show respect is to [Bottom Line] take time to show others they are important.” 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Posterboard from “Pit Crew” activity
What You Do: 
· Gather the kids around the board.

· Invite the kids to read some of the compliments their friends wrote about them and share how they feel about those compliments. 
· Close your group time in prayer.

What You Say:
“Your friends took the time to notice something great about you and wrote it down. That’s a good way to spend time on someone: noting when they’re awesome then telling them about it. How could you do that this week and [Bottom Line] take time to show others they are important? Let’s pray.
“Dear God, thank You that everyone is important in Your eyes. Please help us demonstrate to others, whether they’re family or someone we just see, that they’re important by the time we take to show Your love. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the steering wheel and encourage the kids to “point” it at everyone in their family!
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print “Speed Limits Signs” Activity Page on white paper, one set for each small group.

· Building materials (LEGOs®, cards, marshmallows and toothpicks, etc.)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
*1. Pit Crew*
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· A snack that can be prepared by kids (trail mix ingredients, sandwich fixings, cookies and decorations, etc.)
· Hand wipes
· Napkins
· Posterboard
· Markers
*NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.

2. Flag Drop 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Blanket or tablecloth 
3. Steering Wheels 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Foam rings—one for each kid
· Rolls of duct tape in various colors 
· Permanent markers
· Bible
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
·  Completed posterboard from “Pit Crew” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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