252 Kids


February 2023 • Week 2
Road Rules: Ride with respect


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule— February 2023, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: All About Love (Love Your Enemies) • Matthew 5:43-47
Today’s Bottom Line: Show respect even when you don’t get along. 

Monthly Memory Verse: Do to others as you want them to do to you. Luke 6:31 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Respect—Showing others they are important by what you say and do
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: SGL Says
Application Activity: Not-So-Perfect Pairs
Memory Verse Activity: Human Racecar
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: All About Love (Love Your Enemies) • Matthew 5:43-47
Today’s Bottom Line: Show respect even when you don’t get along. 

Monthly Memory Verse: Do to others as you want them to do to you. Luke 6:31 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Respect—Showing others they are important by what you say and do
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to bring to mind the people they have a hard time respecting and also reveal to them ways to show respect, even to those they don’t get along with. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container and a die
What You Do: 
· Greet kids as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Once a few kids are present, ask one of them to start telling the group about a road trip. (This could be a trip they went on or even one from a show or movie—they can make something up if they want.)
· As that person is telling their story, roll the die.
· Direct the kid to change their story based on the roll.

· The number rolled determines what the kid should include in their story:
1. There’s a huge traffic jam.
2. They get lost driving somewhere.
3. The car is out of snacks!
4. Someone in the car needs a pit stop, NOW!
5. Siblings in the car start to bicker.
6. Everyone’s phones and tablets die.
· After they’ve finished their story, invite another kid to tell a story and roll the die. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Hula hoops, bandanas, and timer
What You Do:
· Set the eight hula hoops on the floor like tires in an obstacle course. 
· Pair kids up, putting bigger kids with smaller kids.

· Tie one leg of each kid together with a bandana so they’re ready for a three-legged race. 
· Direct the pairs to navigate through the “tires” together. 
· Time the pairs.

· Let the pairs race against their own times.
· Untie the legs and gather up for Large Group.
What You Say:
“Many of you have done a race like this before. Usually, you’re paired with someone about your own size so you can be a strong team. But what happens if you’re matched with someone who is way bigger or smaller than you? (Invite responses.) What if you can’t find a rhythm together with your steps? (Invite responses.) What if you start bickering about it? (Invite responses.) [Transition] Let’s go hear how to treat someone who is not your perfect match.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. SGL Says
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: No supplies needed.
What You Do:
· Tell kids that you’re going to play a game like “Simon Says” but it’s called “[Your name] Says” and they are only to do the actions if you say “[Your name] says,” first.
· Play as normal but add some surprising moves.
· Take off your shoes and put them on your head.
· Do the floss dance move.
· Hop on one leg and cluck like a chicken.
· Burp the alphabet.
· Count down from 15.
· Scuttle like a crab while whistling.
· Act like a walrus.
· Drop to the floor and pretend to be a potato.
· Play as long as time allows.
· Let older kids be the “Simon” and add their own silly things. (Just make sure they’re safe.)
What You Say:
“I said some pretty unexpected things in this game, but Jesus told His followers to do something even more surprising—love their enemies. You probably don’t have actual enemies, or even a nemesis like in the cartoons, but you probably DO have people who you just don’t like very much. You can’t really get along with them, no matter what. Maybe you have very different personalities, maybe they just don’t seem all that nice. Whatever it is, you don’t go together well. 
“The easiest thing would be to treat these people like they treat you—not great. You could be mean when they’re mean or hold grudges against a teacher or coach that you don’t click with. You could be rude to the server who brings you cold french fries. 
“But what Jesus said was NOT to do that. He wants you to [Bottom Line] show respect even when you don’t get along. What if you don’t get along with a classmate? How could you show them respect? (Invite responses—work cooperatively on a project, ask for their opinion, don’t talk over them in class.) What if it’s a sibling who’s driving you up a wall? (Invite responses—don’t bicker or pick fights, make sure they get their turn to pick something, help them with chores or at least don’t make it more difficult for them!)
*2. Not-So-Perfect Pairs
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: “Not-So-Perfect Pairs Cards” Activity Page cards; “Not-So-Perfect Pairs Brainstorming Sheet” Activity Pages; and pens or pencils
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Not-So-Perfect Pairs” card.

· Pair the kids up randomly. 
· Invite the pairs to think about their pictures. (It’s easy to see that they don’t really go together.) 
· Give each pair a “Not-So-Perfect Pair Brainstorming Sheet” Activity Page and a pen or pencil.

· Invite the kids to brainstorm how the items are different and fill out the “difference” section on their Venn diagram of their page.

· Invite the kids to brainstorm how the items are the same and write down at least two things their pictures could have in common in the “same” section on their Venn diagram.
· To prompt kids to think about all the things their pictures actually could have in common, invite the kids to read the questions on the other side of the “Not-So-Perfect Pairs Brainstorming Sheet” Activity Page.
· Ask at least two pairs to share.
What You Say:
“It seems like these things are totally different from each other. You’d never expect them to go together at all. Yet you all found ideas that both pictures had in common. Have you ever been paired up with someone you didn’t get along with in school, on a sports team, or even in your family or neighborhood? How did it feel? (Invite kids to share how they felt about working with someone they didn’t want to be with and ask if they got along after the experience or not.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate story about a time you were paired with someone you didn’t care for or get along with. Maybe you had a group project at work or school or even had to do the dishes at a holiday dinner with your annoying cousin! How did you feel? Do you think the other person felt the same about you? How did you show each other respect in that situation?)
“There will always be people who we don’t quite get along with in life, and there will often be opportunities to get to know them better and demonstrate God’s love to them. When you’re paired with someone you might consider an ‘enemy,’ remember to [Bottom Line] show respect even when you don’t get along.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Sometimes, kids your age feel like parents or teachers are ‘enemies.’ Have you ever felt like that? (Be sensitive to kids who are in truly difficult situations at home or in their community.)
· How can you show respect to a parent or teacher whom you feel isn’t necessarily respecting you?
· How could your relationship with that person change if you just went ahead and showed them respect, even without agreeing with them?
3. Human Racecar 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Bibles; Optional smartphone for recording
What You Do:
· Tell kids they’re going to work together to become a racecar!

· Choose four kids to be the wheels.

· Choose three kids to be the engine, steering wheel, and muffler.
· If you have more kids, two can be headlights, two or four can be doors, etc. 
· Invite the kids to think about the way their car part moves and sounds.
· Direct the kids to get close together to form the car.
· Give each car piece instruction to form the car:
· Direct the “wheels” to sit facing outward in a square formation, put their palms out, and make circles with their hands. (Like “Wheels on the Bus”)
· Direct the “engine” to sit cross-legged between the front two “wheels,” facing forwards.
· Instruct the “muffler” to sit cross-legged between the back two “wheels,” facing backwards. 
· Direct the “steering wheel” to stand behind the “engine,” facing backwards with their arms out in a circle.
· If you have them, direct the “headlights” to go in front of the “engine” and make light blinking motions by opening and closing their hands.
· Direct the “doors” to stand up near the “wheels,” facing inwards, with their arms out straight facing each other. Instruct them to pivot in place to open with a creak and close with a slam! 
· Once all kids are in place, ask them to think about how their car part would sound if it spoke words.
· The muffler would huff and puff, the engine would growl, the wheels might speak really quickly or slowly, the steering wheel might sound like a GPS, headlights might be loud and blaring, and the doors would be squeaky. 
· Allow the kids to practice making sound effects like this.
· Open the Bible to Luke 6:31.

· Read Luke 6:31 out loud, then give each kid or car part a word or phrase from the verse.
· Ask the kids to say their word or phrase in their car part voice.
· If time allows, direct the kids to say their word or phrase as if their car is going 5 MPH or 75 MPH, up and down big hills, on a bumpy road, etc. 
· Option: This would be a fun activity to record to show families later!
What You Say:
“Nice job! You all made a fantastic human racecar! Every part of a car works together to get from point A to point B. Imagine if the car refused to start because the windshield wipers had a beef with the tires! Or if your car just stopped because it didn’t like the music the radio played! 
“That’s a silly thought, but people act like that all the time! Our verse tells us to treat others the way we want to be treated, but people have had a hard time doing that for just about forever! Even after Jesus told the people to show respect and kindness, people even in the church were bickering. (Give an older kid a Bible and ask them to look up and read 1 Corinthians 12:20-22, 25, and 27. Give another kid a Bible and ask them to look up and read Philippians 4:2.)
“It’s hard to show respect and kindness and even cooperate with people you don’t like, but these are all ways that you can [Bottom Line] show respect even when you don’t get along. It’s okay if you don’t get it right the first time—or the first twenty times. God will help you learn to show respect, and there will be PLENTY of opportunities!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Venn diagram pages from the “Not-So-Perfect Pairs” activity
What You Do: 
· Instruct the kids to get in the same pairs they were in for the “Not-So-Perfect Pairs” activity.
· Make sure each pair has their diagram pages.
· Ask each pair to swap their diagram with another pair of kids.
· See if the two pairs combined can think of more ways their pictures have things in common.
· After a few minutes, close your group time in prayer.

What You Say:
“Many times, we can check with a trusted friend or adult to help us figure out how to show respect and get along with someone we don’t really like. Having someone else’s perspective can show you things about that person you’ve been missing or can remind you of ways that you’ve been kind in the past. Think of one person who could advise you on how to [Bottom Line] show respect when you don’t get along. 
“Dear God, thank You for loving us and treating us with kindness, even when we were far from You. Help us acknowledge that You love everyone by the way we treat even our enemies with respect. Please show us ways to do that this week at school and at home. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, if time allows, show adults the video from the “Human Racecar” activity. Maybe even put it on a big screen while you have dismissal. If a kid has shared something about an “enemy” that is truly serious, pull that kids’ grown-up aside with your pastor and ask to talk with them later or start an email conversation.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container

· Die
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Eight hula hoops
· Bandanas—one per pair of kids

· Timer
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. SGL Says 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· No supplies needed.
*2. Not-So-Perfect Pairs 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Print “Not-So-Perfect Pairs Cards” Activity Page on paper and cut apart, one set for each small group.
· Print “Not-So-Perfect Pairs Brainstorming Sheets” Activity Page on paper, double-sided, one for each pair of kids.
· Pens or pencils 
3. Human Racecar 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Bibles
· Optional smartphone for recording the “car” saying the Bible verse.
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Venn diagram pages from the” Not-So-Perfect Pairs” activity 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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