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January 2023 • Week 5
Think Tank: Put your knowledge to the test


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2023, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Help Me (John the Baptist in Prison) • Matthew 11:1-6 (James 1:5)

Today’s Bottom Line: If you don’t understand something, ask.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“A Better Me” from Everything to Me and “I Run to You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: The Big Five
Application Activity: Who Knows?
Memory Verse Activity: One, Two, Three, Go!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Help Me (John the Baptist in Prison) • Matthew 11:1-6 (James 1:5)

Today’s Bottom Line: If you don’t understand something, ask.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Before kids arrive, pray for your few that as the “rubber meets the road,” they will start to put what they know about God into practice. Ask God to meet kids where they are when they have questions about Him. Pray that kids would be encouraged today to share their questions about God with those who might be able to answer them and that they would learn more about God by asking their questions. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container and small object
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 

· As kids arrive, play a hiding game. 
· Direct one kid to close their eyes.

· Quietly hide a small object somewhere in the room. 
· Instruct the kid to open their eyes and try to find the object.
· Invite the rest of the group to help them by saying “warm” or “cold” when the kid is closer to or farther from the object. 
· When the kid finds the object, direct them to choose another kid to go next. 
· Direct the next kid to close their eyes as the kid who found the object hides it.

· Play as long as time allows. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: No supplies needed.
What You Do:
· Play a guessing game.
· Choose one kid to go first. 
· Instruct that kid to think of a person, place, or thing. 
· Direct the rest of the group to ask up to 20 “yes or no” questions to discover the answer. 
· Instruct the kid who guesses the correct answer to come up with the next person, place, or thing. 
· Play as long as time allows. 
What You Say:
“Some of these were easy to guess, but some of these took a lot of questions! [Transition] Let’s go hear about one important question in our Bible story today.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. The Big Five
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Prepared inflated balloons, markers, music player, and music 
What You Do:
· Direct the kids to stand in a circle.
· Make sure one of the questions is written on each balloon (Who? What? Where? When? Why?).
· Start the music.
· Instruct the kids to keep all five balloons in the air while the music plays. 
· Stop the music.

· Direct the kid closest to each balloon to grab it.

· Set out the markers. 
· Instruct the kids who have a balloon to answer the question on their balloon in regards to the Bible story. 
· “Who?” could be answered with Jesus, John the Baptist, John’s followers, King Herod, the crowd, etc. 
· “Where?” could be answered with the wilderness, the palace, jail, the Jordan River, in the crowd, etc.
· “What?” could be answered with baptism, locusts, honey, questions, laws, etc.
· “When?” could be answered with Bible times, when Jesus was healing people, when John was in jail, when Herod was king, after Jesus grew up, etc.
· “Why?” could be answered with to point the way to Jesus, to baptize people, to heal people, to ask Jesus, to help John, etc.
· Once everyone has said and written an answer, start the music again. 
· Play a few rounds and make sure everyone has a chance to write on at least two balloons. 
What You Say:
“You’ve probably all heard these big five questions before: Who, What, When, Where, Why? You got to answer some of them from our Bible story today. John had a big WHO question, but it was really a WHY question. He sent his followers to ask if Jesus was really the Messiah. But he wanted to know if he’d done what God had told him to do and Jesus was going to rescue His people. He wanted to know why he was stuck in jail and why he was going through such a difficult time. He wanted to know why, if Jesus is REAL and God LOVES us, do bad things happen?
“I’ve had that question before, and I’d guess that you have, too. (Raise your hand and encourage kids to do the same.) In fact, everyone I’ve ever known, and probably everyone you know, has had that question. And there are no easy answers. That’s hard to understand. 
“But the great thing is that even with this big question, and all the questions you’ll have about big subjects as you grow up, [Bottom Line] if you don’t understand something, ask. God is not upset about that question or any other. You can ask God anything. You may not get an answer the way you want, but God may send a friend to talk with you or put a verse on your mind. He might remind you of a song or story or remind you of the Holy Spirit’s presence. Just remember that [Bottom Line] if you don’t understand something, ask.”
*2. Who Knows? 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: “Who Knows?” and “Who Knows? Answers” Activity Pages; pens or pencils
What You Do:
· Set out the “Who Knows?” Activity Page and pens or pencils. 
· Keep the “Who Knows? Answers” Activity Page to yourself.

· One by one, read through the questions on the grid of the “Who Knows?” Activity Page and ask the kids if they know the answer.
· If a kid knows that answer, let them sign that square. 
· See if you have enough kids, leaders, etc., to have each person sign only one square. Otherwise, try to limit kids to signing two squares maximum.
What You Say:
“We have a lot of knowledge in this group! You all know important things and some not so important things. How did you get all this knowledge? (Invite kids to share.) One way is by asking questions, either from people or even searching online. 
“If you want knowledge, you have to start with questions! [Bottom Line] If you don’t understand something, ask! You might feel silly about asking questions, but it’s usually better to ask and find out than to wonder. When might you feel a little shy about asking a question?” (Invite responses—in class, during practice, in church, in a crowd, at the dinner table.)
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time you felt a little shy about asking a question but you’re glad you did. Maybe it was at a work orientation or training, in school, asking directions in a new place, etc. Have you ever had to ask a question in a language you don’t speak well while on a trip or vacation? What was that like? What happened when the person answered your question? How did they treat you?) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Is there a question you’re afraid to ask God? Why? 
· Who could you talk to about the questions that feel big or scary? 
3. One, Two, Three, Go!
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Bibles 
What You Do:
· Look up Proverbs 2:6 and read it out loud using the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Proverbs” in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Proverbs, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Proverbs. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Proverbs, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 2, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 6 in chapter 2. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Play a matching game.

· Call up two kids and have them stand back-to-back.
· When you say, “One, two, three, go!” direct both kids to say one word from the verse at the same time. 
· They can say any word from the verse they want. The words don’t have to be in order. 
· If they say the same word, that word is “retired.” 
· Play until all of the words have been said. 
· Kids can go multiple times if necessary. 
What You Say:
“This was a pretty random way of saying our verse! How could you have done this in an easier way? (Invite responses.) One way would be to ask your partner what they were planning to say. This game proves that [Bottom Line] if you don’t understand something, ask!
“We’ve talked before that this verse reminds us that God has all the knowledge, wisdom, and understating in the universe and that God is willing to give us what we need. When you ask God for knowledge or wisdom, the answer might not look like you expect. How do you think God might answer you? (Invite responses—through the Bible, by words a friend says, lyrics from a song, an understanding of a situation that you didn’t have before, with His closeness, etc.)
“Be ready to bring God all of your questions, and if you want to try them out first, feel free to ask me or other church leaders as you feel comfortable.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Inflated balloon and markers 
What You Do: 
· Invite the kids to stand in a circle.
· Set out the markers.

· Direct the kids to pass the balloon around the circle.

· As each kid holds the balloon, say, “[Kid’s name], [Bottom Line] if you don’t understand something, ask!” 
· Remind them that this group is a great place to ask questions. 
· As you say that to each kid, invite each kid to sign the balloon with their names and a question mark underneath. 
· Make sure you add your name to show that you have questions, too!
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, we know You have all the answers. Please help us be brave enough to ask questions and kind enough to share the answers we know with others. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, see if they can sign any squares in the “Who Knows?” Activity Page.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Small object 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· No supplies needed.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. The Big Five
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Five inflated balloons
· Markers
· Music and music player 
· Before group time, write one of the following words on each balloon:

· WHO?
· WHERE?
· WHAT?
· WHEN?
· WHY?

*2. Who Knows? 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Print “Who Knows?” Activity Page on paper, one for each small group.
· Print “Who Knows? Answers” Activity Page on paper, one for each small group.
· Pens or pencils
3. One, Two, Three, Go!
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Bibles 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Inflated balloon
· Markers
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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