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 January 2023 • Week 4
Think Tank: Put your knowledge to the test


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2023, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: This Desert Life (Jesus Is Tempted in the Desert) • Luke 4:1-13 (Matthew 4:1-11)

Today’s Bottom Line: Remembering what’s true can help you make the wise choice.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“I Run to You” from Make a Move and “Your Way” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Map It Out!
Application Activity: Remember, Remember
Memory Verse Activity: Scramble!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: This Desert Life (Jesus Is Tempted in the Desert) • Luke 4:1-13 (Matthew 4:1-11)

Today’s Bottom Line: Remembering what’s true can help you make the wise choice.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to give kids a curiosity for what’s in the Bible so that they will read it and interact with it. Pray that you will be able to be a source of help for kids when they don’t understand Scripture and that they will come to you with their questions. Pray that what kids learn through the Bible will help them make wise choices.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 

· Play a game of “Would You Rather.”
· Ask one of the questions below and indicate which side of the room kids should run to according to their choices. 
· Would You Rather questions: 
· Would you rather be on a quiz show or a ninja warrior show? 
· Would you rather answer a question about math or history? 
· Would you rather be on a singing competition or a cooking competition? 
· Would you rather answer a question about movies or books? 
· Would you rather wear a silly outfit on TV or have a silly hairstyle online? 
· Would you rather have to answer 100 trivia questions or milk 25 goats on live TV? 
· Would you rather host a show about kids or animals?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Why?” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Give each kid a question strip from the “Why?” Activity Page. 
· Direct the first kid to read their question and try to answer it. 
· Give each kid time and let them think about it. (They can give a serious or a silly answer.)
· When the kid finishes with their answer, instruct the rest of the group to ask, “Why?”
· When the kid responds with an answer, prompt the group to ask, “Why?” again.
· Instruct the kids to continue in this pattern until the first kid is out of answers. 
· Choose another kid to go next and continue in the same way. 
· Play until everyone has answered their questions. 
What You Say:
“You had to remember a lot of information to answer these questions! I bet you didn’t know you knew so much! [Transition] You brought up the right information at the right time. Let’s go hear about someone else who said the right thing at the right time.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Map It Out! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Map; large roll of craft paper; sandpaper or fine craft sand; glue; scissors; stickers; construction paper; small white paper; markers; and Bibles 
What You Do:
· Roll out the craft paper in the middle of your Small Group area. 
· Show the group a map for reference—point out cities, parks, and landmarks. 
· Divide your group into three teams and give each team a Bible.
· Designate one team to be in charge of the background, one team to be in charge of the “landmarks” where Jesus was tempted, and designate one team for the Scriptures that Jesus quoted.
· Using Luke 4:1-13 in the Bible as a reference, give an overview of today’s Bible story.

· Direct the background group to put the sand on the paper, color the sky, and use the stickers to create a desert. 
· Instruct the landmarks group to use the construction paper and other materials to make landmarks to show where Jesus was tempted—a large rock, a vision of the temple in Jerusalem, and “all the kingdoms of the world.” (Let kids get creative with “the kingdoms of the world,” but you can suggest castles, buildings, bridges, money, and jewels.)
· Direct the Scriptures group to make little scrolls by rolling up the small white paper and writing the Bible verses that Jesus quoted as He was tempted. (They can use the Luke references or, if you have access to a reference Bible, they can add the original Scriptures that He quoted.)
· Instruct the background team to go first, followed by the landmark team (adding their landmarks), and then the Scriptures team putting the scrolls near the landmarks where they belong.
· Set the map aside for use during “Pray and Dismiss.”
What You Say:
“This is a great map! Jesus was tempted in a real place, but we don’t have a lot of landmarks to know exactly where it happened. This is a cool way to ‘see’ it in our minds. 
“Maps show us what we can’t see on our own—how things fit together. They give us a big picture view. Have you ever been lost and used a GPS map? (Invite responses.) A map helps remind us that there’s a way home when we feel confused. A map helps us see what’s there when we need it. Just like that, [Bottom Line] remembering what’s true can help you make the wise choice. Where can we look when we need to make the wise choice about how to live and act? (Bible/God’s Word)
“The Bible tells us who God is. Remembering what’s in the Bible can help us when we’re on the brink of making a foolish choice or when we’re tempted to do the wrong thing. Even Jesus used the Word of God and what He knew about His Father to make the wise choice in our Bible story.” 
*2. Remember, Remember
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Tray of items covered with cloth; scrap paper; pencils; and timer
What You Do:
· Gather the group in a circle.

· Set the covered tray in the middle of the circle. 
· Uncover the tray and set a timer for one minute. 
· Direct the kids to look at the tray and try to remember the things on it. 
· After one minute, cover the tray and set it aside. 
· Give each kid a piece of scrap paper and a pencil.
· Encourage the kids to write down as many items as they can remember. 
· Instruct the kids to keep their lists secret and not share them. 
· Uncover the tray and let kids check off what they remembered and notice what they missed. 
What You Say:
“How did you remember what was on the tray? Did you use any type of strategy while you were looking at it? (Invite responses.) It seems like everyone remembered (common item on the kids’ lists) but almost no one remembered (item that most kids overlooked). 
“It can be hard to figure out what’s important to remember. You have a lot to keep track of—from your pet’s feeding schedule to the multiplication tables and all the birthdays in your friend group. How do you know what’s important to remember? (Invite responses—most likely that you remember things that have to do with your friends/family, what to do for school, etc.) The most important things to remember are true—your hamster needs fresh water every day, your best friend’s birthday is in June, and three times seven is twenty-one.
“You should remember what’s true about God, too. God loves you and wants to have a relationship with you forever. Following Jesus means making the wise choice, and because God loves everyone so much AND made everyone, you should treat others the way you want to be treated. 
“When you feel alone, when you’re sad or scared, when you get angry and want to lash out, [Bottom Line] remembering what’s true can help you make the wise choice. Remember who God is and who God made you to be, just like Jesus did in our Bible story.” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What about God do you tend to forget when you’re stressed or upset? (that God is kind, loving; that God loves everyone)
· What is something true you can remember when you feel out of control or tempted to do something wrong?
3. Scramble!
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Scramble Cards” Activity Pages and Bibles
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.
· Line up both teams on one side of the room. 
· Place all three sets of “Scramble Cards” Activity Page in a pile on the other side of the room. (Make sure the cards are scrambled well.) 
· Direct the first kid on each team to run to the other side of the room, get a card from the pile, and run back with it. 
· Instruct each kid to grab a card without reading it. 

· The kids then place their cards behind the line of runners.

· After the first kid returns, send the next person in line.

· If a kid runs back to their team with a card the team already has, direct them to run to return the card then get a new one. 
· Instruct the kids to keep going until they have all of the correct cards, then place them in the correct order. (NOTE: There should be an extra set left at the end when both teams have the correct cards.)
· If the kids need help putting the verse in order, have them look up Proverbs 2:6 in their Bibles.
What You Say:
“How did you know which cards your team already had? (Invite responses.) You remembered them. You only had to remember them for just a really short time. But these words—this verse—is one of those truths to keep in your memory. God has all the knowledge and wisdom you need and is willing to give it to you. Now, God’s not going to beam the answers to your test into your mind or tell you cheat codes to beat your game, but you can pray and ask God for understanding when you’re confused. He will give you wisdom when you have a choice to make or knowledge when you’re trying to figure something out. 
“This verse shows how [Bottom Line] remembering what’s true can help you make the wise choice.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age appropriate situation when you were tempted to let your emotions get the best of you—to lash out at someone in anger, show off and make someone jealous, gloat about a victory, or make someone feel small. What kept you from doing that? What was true that you remembered?)
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Map that kids made in “Map It Out!” activity
What You Do: 
· Set out the map the kids made.
· Gather the kids around the map. 
What You Say:
“This map shows us the places and times that Jesus was tempted: when He was hungry and lonely and when He was tired. Those are the times we are tempted, too. But when you’re tempted to make a choice that would be harmful to yourself or your relationships, [Bottom Line] remembering what’s true can help you make the wise choice. Let’s pray. 
“Dear God, thank You for giving us the truth about You, about ourselves, and the world around us. Please help us remember what’s true and make the wise choice. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, show off the desert map and let kids tell their grown-ups what part they did. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Offering container 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “Why?” Activity Page on paper and cut apart, one set for each small group.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Map It Out! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Map—online or a hard copy (just for reference)
· Large roll of craft paper
· Sandpaper or fine craft sand
· Scissors 
· Glue 
· Stickers (preferably desert themed) 
· Construction paper
· Small white paper (to make scrolls) 
· Bibles
· Markers
*2. Remember, Remember
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Tray or bin lid 
· Cloth (large enough to cover the tray)
· At least 12 items, large and small, to fit on the tray (like toy car, pens, spoons, safety pins, a granola bar, hair brush, etc.) 
· Scrap paper 
· Pencils 
· Timer
· Set the items on the tray and cover the tray with the cloth before kids arrive.
3. Scramble! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “Scramble Cards” Activity Page on paper and cut apart, three sets for each small group. (Note: There will be two teams but three sets of cards.)

· Bibles 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Map the kids made in “Map It Out!” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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