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 January 2023 • Week 3
Think Tank: Put your knowledge to the test


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2023, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: New Attitude (Jesus’ Baptism) • John 1:19-42; 3:22-36 (Matthew 3)

Today’s Bottom Line: When you discover something new, it can change you.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Brave” from Everything to Me and “A Better Me” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Who Said It?
Application Activity: Charades Duo
Memory Verse Activity: Applied Knowledge
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: New Attitude (Jesus’ Baptism) • John 1:19-42; 3:22-36 (Matthew 3)

Today’s Bottom Line: When you discover something new, it can change you.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray for those who have already discovered a relationship with Jesus and are following Him. Pray that the Spirit would change them, continuously renewing their hearts and minds so they can be more like Jesus. Pray for those who haven’t yet taken a step of faith. Ask God to begin to draw them in and use the time your group spends together to reach those who don’t yet have a relationship with Jesus. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container and brain teaser games
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 

· Ask, “How is your year going so far? Is anything new happening in the new year?” 
· Set out the brain teaser games.

· Invite the kids to group in pairs or threes to play the brain teaser games. 
· As they play, look for ways to talk to them and ask about their lives at home, school, and online. 
· Give them time to chat with you in a casual way.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Drawing paper or canvas squares; coloring materials, stickers, decorations, or paint and brushes
What You Do:
· Set out the drawing paper and coloring materials.
· Invite the kids to use the provided materials to draw a portrait of their best friend or someone else they know really well, like a sibling or neighbor. 
What You Say:
“You all have some good-looking friends! How do you know someone is your friend? (Invite responses.) How do you know that you are their friend? (Invite responses.) Have you ever been surprised to learn something new about an old friend? (Invite responses.) [Transition] Let’s go hear about two friends who were actually family—cousins—and the day their lives and friendship changed forever.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Who Said It?
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Who Said It? (Speakers)” and “Who Said It? (Quotes)” Activity Pages; small prizes for the winning team; Optional buzzers or bells 
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams. 
· Set out the “Who Said It? (Speakers)” pictures where all the kids can see them. 
· Review who the pictures portray (Jesus, John, etc.). 
· Call up a kid from each team to stand facing the “Who Said It? (Speakers)” pictures. 
· If using bells or buzzers, set them on a table between the two kids. 
· Instruct the kids to put their hand on their head or tap the buzzer if they know who said the quote you will read.

· Read one of the quotes from the “Who Said It? (Quotes)” Activity Page. 
· Choose the kid who put their hand on their head or rang the buzzer to answer the question. 
· If the kid answers correctly, give a point to their team. 
· If the kid answers incorrectly, give the other kid an opportunity to answer. 
· If the other kid answers correctly, give a point to their team. 
· Whether the answer is correct or not, direct both kids to sit down after you’ve read a quote.

· Instruct two more kids to come up and stand in front of the pictures. 
· Play until everyone has had a chance to answer a question or time runs out. 
What You Say:
“People sure had a lot to say in our Bible story today! Jesus, John, their followers, the religious leaders, even God spoke in our story today. And every time someone spoke—especially God—those around them learned something new. John learned who his cousin Jesus really is. John’s followers discovered who was the most important to follow. Jesus found out that His cousin John was a devoted Jesus-follower before anyone else! Their friends and followers learned about Jesus and His mission and heard John graciously accept that he was not the main character in the story. [Bottom Line] When you discover something new, it can change you.” 
2. Charades Duo 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Charades Duo Cards” and “Charades Duo Answers” Activity Pages
What You Do:
· Instruct the kids to get into pairs.
· Give each pair a set of “Charades Duo Cards.” (Each pair should receive cards that both start with the same letter.)
· Make sure no one sees any other pair’s cards. 
· Choose a pair to go first.

· Direct the kid in the first pair with Card #1 to start acting out their half of the charade. 
· Instruct the rest of the group to start guessing what the kid is acting.
· After 30 seconds, instruct the kid with Card #2 to start acting out their half of the charade. 
· Instruct the rest of the group to start guessing what’s actually happening with both cards. (Use the answer sheet and give hints if needed.)
· When someone guesses correctly, invite that pair to go next, following the same steps above.
· For older kids: 
Hand out all of the cards but don’t pair up the kids. 
Direct a kid with a Card #1 to start their charade while the rest of the kids look at their cards to figure out if they belong with that action.
If a kid thinks they belong with the action, direct that kid to go up to the front and start acting out what their card says. 
Direct the rest of the group to guess what the pair is doing. 
· Play until all pairs have acted out their cards. 
What You Say:
“You started off guessing one charade then the second person’s actions changed what you were thinking. Sometimes, we get new information that changes our mind like you discover a bully has a tough home life or a quiet kid you thought was rude is really kind and thoughtful once you got to know them. What have you learned about someone that changed your perspective about them? (Invite kids to share.) 
[Bottom Line] “When you discover something new, it can change you. You have a new point of view and you see people and situations in a new light.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age appropriate story in which you learned new information that changed your view on a person or situation for the better. Maybe you learned that a cranky coworker has a new baby and isn’t getting any sleep at home so you were more compassionate. Maybe what you thought was an overprotective parent was just trying to keep you safe, etc.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When was the last time you were surprised by someone’s actions or words in a good way?
· How should knowing Jesus change how you treat people? How can knowing Jesus help change how you react when someone makes you mad or hurts your feelings?

· How does knowing Jesus help change how you react when things aren’t going your way? What about when you are facing a challenge?
3. Applied Knowledge 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Plastic cups, construction or heavy paper, uninflated balloons, plastic spoons or pencils, and Bible
What You Do:
· Direct the kids to get in pairs.
· Give each pair a plastic cup, a piece of paper, a balloon, and a spoon or pencil. 
· Line up the pairs at a table or smooth, hard surface. 
· Give the pairs this challenge.
· Move the plastic cup across the surface. 
· Use any of the materials available. 
· No touching the cup with their hands or with any other material or tool. 
· Give the pairs time to brainstorm and experiment. (Most of the pairs will eventually come up with the idea of blowing the cup across the surface, either using the paper as a fan or the balloon.)
· To use the balloon:

· Fill it with air but don’t tie it off. 
· Hold the neck of the balloon closed near the cup. 
· Let the air out of the balloon slowly in the direction that you want the cup to move. 
· The spoon or pencil is mostly a decoy, but kids might come up with something cool! 
· Open the Bible to Proverbs 2:6.

· Gather the kids around and read the verse. 
What You Say:
“Most of you know that air fills a balloon or a fan can generate a breeze, and most of you know that air can move things around. But it took applying that knowledge to complete this challenge. 
“Knowing about God, or knowing about how to love our friends and family, or how to follow Jesus does us no good if we don’t use that knowledge. We need to put those ideas into practice! We need to actually love our friends and family and actually do what it takes to follow Jesus more and more every day. What can you do to put some knowledge into practice this week? (Invite responses—spending time with God, helping family members with chores, showing kindness to friends, etc.) 
“Don’t just learn stuff. Put it to use! Because [Bottom Line] when you discover something new, it can change you. Let your knowledge turn into action.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: No supplies needed.
What You Do: 
· Gather the group for closing prayer.
· Remind kids that [Bottom Line] when you discover something new, it can change you.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for giving us the wisdom and understanding we need to put our knowledge to good use. Please help us use what we learn to love You and love others more and more. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the best friend portraits with the kids. Encourage the adults to put them in a special place. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container

· Brain teaser games or cards, trivia games, logic puzzles, etc.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Drawing paper (or small canvas squares if you want to be really fancy) 
· Coloring materials, stickers, decorations, or paint and brushes
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
*1. Who Said It? 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print “Who Said It? (Speakers)” Activity Pages on paper, one set for each small group.
· Print “Who Said It? (Quotes)” Activity Page on paper, one for each small group.
· Small prizes for the winning team
· Optional buzzers or bells—two
2. Charades Duo 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “Charades Duo Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart, one set for each small group. (Keep the pairs together, i.e. A1 and A2.)
· Print “Charades Duo Answers” on paper, one for each small group.
3. Applied Knowledge
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Plastic cups—one for each pair of kids
· Construction or heavy paper
· Uninflated balloons—one for each pair of kids
· Plastic spoons or pencils—one for each pair of kids
· Bible
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· No supplies needed.
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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