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January 2023 • Week 2
Think Tank: Put your knowledge to the test


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2023, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Knowing Me, Knowing You (Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52

Today’s Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Your Way” from Make a Move and “Over and Over” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: The Search
Application Activity: I Have, Who Has?
Memory Verse Activity: The MVP
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Knowing Me, Knowing You (Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52

Today’s Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray that as kids learn more about Jesus, they’ll be drawn to a relationship with Him and have a desire to follow Him. Ask God to guide you as you encourage your few in their relationships with Jesus. Pray that you will be able to model this for them in a real, authentic way.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container 
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name to Small Group.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Play a memory game.
· Gather the group in a circle and say, “I’m going on a trip and I’m packing . . . (add something you’d bring on vacation or a family trip).”
· Direct the next kid in the circle to say, “I’m going on a trip and I’m packing [your item] and (add something of their own).”
· Keep moving around the circle, encouraging kids to add to the list and remember what everyone else has said. 
· If someone forgets an item, they’re out! 
· Play as many rounds as time allows. 
· For mostly older kids, add variations such as the items have to be in alphabetical order, the items have to start with the first letter of your first name, the items have to be in rainbow colors in order, etc.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: “Good to Know” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Direct the group to sit in a circle.
· Give the kids the set of “Good to Know” facts. 
· Instruct the kids to work together to put the facts in order, from least important to most important. 
· When they’ve all decided on an order, ask a few of the kids to tell you why they put those rules in those places. 
What You Say:
“There are plenty of interesting and important facts out there, [Transition] but let’s head to Large Group to discover what’s the most important to know!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. The Search 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Plastic cups scattered in area with cotton balls under some of them, extra cotton balls, and a timer
What You Do:
· If the cups and cotton balls are not already in place, send the kids out of the room or instruct them to face a wall so they can’t see you.

· Scatter the cups around your Small Group area, upside down on the floor, tables, etc. 

· Under about half of the cups, place a cotton ball.
· Give each kid three or four cotton balls. 
· Direct the kids to move from cup to cup around the room, turning them over. 
· If a kid turns over a cup and it’s empty, instruct them to place a cotton ball there. 
· If there is a cotton ball under the cup, instruct the kid to take the cotton ball. 
· Set a timer and let kids play, continuously taking and leaving cotton balls. 
· At the end of the timer, the kid with the most cotton balls, wins! 
What You Say:
“There were two groups of people searching in our story today. Mary and Joseph were looking for Jesus, but they found Him in the middle of people who were searching for answers about God and life. The teachers of the law and Scriptures who Jesus was talking with had spent their entire lives trying to follow God and understand the ways of God. They were sure they knew all there was to know about God.
“But they still had questions. When they met Jesus, He asked more questions and gave fascinating answers. How do you think the religious leaders felt? (Invite responses—happy, excited, intrigued, maybe overwhelmed.) You will never know everything there is to know about God, but [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing. 
“You can spend your whole life discovering God’s ways and character and getting to know who God is more and more. Then you can spend all of forever to learn all there is to know about God. Growing in your knowledge of God is something that will continue forever!”
2. I Have, Who Has? 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “I Have, Who Has?” Activity Pages (Younger and/or Older)
NOTE: Choose the “I Have, Who Has” Activity Page set that is the most age appropriate for your group, or you can print both sets and split your kids into two groups according to age.
What You Do:
· Give each kid a card from the “I Have, Who Has” Activity Page. (Be sure all cards are handed out, even if some kids have more than one card. Otherwise, the game won’t work correctly.)
· Choose one kid to go first. 
· Direct that kid to stand up and read their card. They will say, “I have (top of card). Who has (bottom of card)?” 
· The kid who has the item on the top of their card that the first kid called out should stand up next to the first kid and say, “I have (top of card). Who has (bottom of card)?” 
· Example: 
· “I have red. Who has yellow?” 
· “I have yellow. Who has blue?” 
· Direct the kids to form a line that will become a circle. (The last kid should have on the bottom of their card the match for the top of the card that the first kid has.)
What You Say:
“When you want to know about something or someone, what do you do? (Invite responses—look it/them up online, ask people who know about the subject, read books, talk with that person, etc.) There are important things and people to know in your life, but [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing. Knowing who God is and what God has planned for the world will help you grow in your faith. Knowing God also helps you make wise choices. When you get to know the character of God, you can reflect that character to others and show them who God is. 
“What can you do to know God more this year?” (Invite responses—read the Bible, read other books and devotionals about knowing God, memorize verses, talk about God with family and friends who know Him, pray, come to Small Group.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share a way that you have gotten to know God more in the past year—a devotional, a song that has helped you understand God’s love or majesty, a friendship that has deepened your knowledge about God, a podcast you listen to, etc. If nothing has sparked your knowledge of God this year, be honest. Tell kids that you’re still working on this part of your relationship with God. Ask them for ideas—what do they do or plan to do, what do their parents do to help them get to know God?)
3.The MVP
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Bibles, copy paper, coloring materials, and dictionaries or dictionary apps 
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible. 
· Together, look up and read Proverbs 2:6 with the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Proverbs” in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Proverbs, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Proverbs. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Proverbs, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 2, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 6 in chapter 2. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Leave the Bibles open so that kids can use them as a reference. 
· Let kids each choose one of the following three words from the verse: knowledge, understanding, or wisdom. (A few kids will have the same word—that’s fine.) 
· Allow kids to look up their word in the dictionary. 
· Set out the paper and coloring materials.

· Instruct the kids to illustrate their word—draw a picture of what it means or what it might look like in real life, make cool lettering, etc. 
· Once they’ve done that, invite the kids to share their illustrations and explain why their word is so important.
What You Say:
“This verse has a lot of important words! But important phrases in this verse are ‘The Lord gives’ and ‘comes from His mouth.’ All of these important things—knowledge, wisdom, and understanding—come from God. That’s why [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing. When we know God, God can give us wisdom and understanding, too! 
“Jesus knew God in a way we don’t understand. He IS God. And He knew so much that even as a kid, the teachers of the law were amazed at what He knew and how He said it.
“Keep this verse in mind when you have questions. You can ask God anything, about anything! God probably won’t write the answers to your math test in the sky, but God will help you learn and grow in wisdom and understanding of what you need to know.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· How can you spend time with and get to know God? 
· How long do you think it would take to truly know God? (Help kids understand that they’ll never stop growing in their knowledge of God!) 
· How does knowing God set the foundation for understanding yourself, other people, and the world around you?
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Cotton balls and one plastic cup from “The Search” activity
What You Do: 
· Direct the kids to get in a circle.
· Set one cup, right side up, in the center of the circle. 
· Give each kid a cotton ball.
· Ask the kids to think of something they know for sure about God. 
· One by one, instruct them to say the one thing out loud and toss their cotton ball into the cup.
· Close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“This cup is full of things we know about God! Some of what you said reminds me of things I know about God, too. It’s great that we talk about how we know God and share together, because [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing! We can learn more about God when we talk about Him with other people who know Him well. Let’s pray.
“Dear God, we are so excited to know You and discover more about You. You made the world and all of us. You know so much and ARE so much, we will spend forever learning more and more about You. Please lead us into times and ways we can know You more this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the drawings the kids made about the important word from Proverbs 2:6. Ask adults to talk with kids about what their word means to them and their family members.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Print “Good to Know” Activity Page on paper and cut apart, one set for each small group.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
*1. The Search 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Plastic cups (opaque not clear)—as many as possible, at least three times as many cups as kids
· Cotton balls
· Timer

· Before group time, scatter the cups around your Small Group area, upside down on the ground, tables, etc. Under about half of the cups, place a cotton ball.
2. I Have, Who Has? 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “I Have, Who Has?” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart, one set for each small group.
· If your group is mostly younger kids, use just the “I Have, Who Has?” (Younger) Activity Page. If your group is older then use the (Older) page. OR you may print both and divide your kids into two groups, according to age.
3. The MVP
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Bibles 
· Copy paper (to draw and color on)
· Coloring materials
· Dictionaries or dictionary apps 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Cotton balls and one plastic cup from “The Search” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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