252 Kids


January 2023 • Week 1
Think Tank: Put your knowledge to the test


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2023, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Searchin’ (The Wise Men Visit Jesus) • Matthew 2:1-12

Today’s Bottom Line: Never stop searching for what’s true.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Over and Over” from Everything to Me and “A Better Me” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Present Path
Application Activity: What Am I?
Memory Verse Activity: Threefold Cord
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Searchin’ (The Wise Men Visit Jesus) • Matthew 2:1-12

Today’s Bottom Line: Never stop searching for what’s true.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for being a God who desires to know us and to be known. Ask God to build a foundation of curiosity that will lead your few to seek answers to their questions and never to stop searching for what’s true. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, paper, and crayons or colored pencils 
What You Do: 
· Greet kids with a “Happy New Year!” 
· Ask the kids if anyone stayed up until midnight last night. (Some kids might be tired or hyper because of the interrupted sleep schedule.) 
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Set out the paper and coloring materials. 
· Ask the kids to think about something they learned the past year; prompt their thinking with:
· Did you learn how to ride a bike or do a new skill in sport/dance/club?
· Did they conquer a difficult math concept? 
· Did they learn a “soft skill” this year—like getting better at cooperating with others? How to be a good friend? How to cope with a disappointment or loss? 
· Direct the kids to fold a piece of paper in half. 
· On one half, instruct the kids to draw what they learned in the past year. 
· Then, ask them to think about something they want to learn in the upcoming year; prompt thinking with:
· Challenge themselves to read through a book of the Bible? 
· Learn a new skill at school? 
· Set a fitness or exercise goal? 
· Try something new, like a hobby? 
· Is there a big family change coming up—like a new sibling or move—that will require new skills? 
· Direct kids to draw this new knowledge or skill on the remaining half of their paper. 
Instruct the kids to sign and date the papers. (These would make cool keepsakes for their families!)

2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: construction paper and construction paper squares in a hat or bag
What You Do:
· Line the kids up against one side of your Small Group area, shoulder to shoulder. 
· Give each kid a piece of construction paper—not one of the squares in the bag or hat. (It’s okay if more than one kid has the same color, but try to vary it as much as possible.) 
· Take the hat filled with the colored squares and move to the opposite side of the room. 
· Play a game similar to “Mother, May I?”
· Draw one square from the bag and hold it up. 
· Direct the kids with that color construction paper to move forward, following your directions. 
· Give the kids a direction such as “Red, move forward three large steps.” 
· Here are some ideas for steps:

· large steps

· tiny steps

· hops

· leaps

· jumps

· sideways steps

· twirls

· tiptoes

· shuffles

· Once the kids have completed your direction, draw another color. 
· The kid who reaches you first is the winner!

· Give the winner the hat and direct them to call instructions for the next round. 
· Play as many rounds as time allows.
What You Say:
“These were some bold moves forward! You made it all the way to your goal! [Transition] How did you know it was time to take your first step? Let’s go hear about some people who were looking for a signal to start their own journey!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Present Path 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Several small wrapped boxes, gift boxes, or other “presents;” baby doll
What You Do:
· Place the doll on a chair or table on one side of your Small Group area. 
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Instruct both teams to line up on the far side of the space, across from the baby. 
· Give each kid a “present” to give to the baby. 
· Direct the first kid on each team to run to the other side of the room, set the present down by the baby, and go back “a different way” than they came—crawl, hop, twirl, walk backwards, etc. 
· Once the first kid returns to the team, instruct the next kid to go.

· The first team to give all of their presents to the doll then return by “a different way,” wins. (Or you could choose the winner based on the team whose “different ways” are the most creative.)
What You Say:
“The Wise Men were looking for the King—and they found Him! When they were looking for the King, where did they go first? (to Jerusalem/Herod’s palace) They looked in the palace because that’s where you’d expect a king to be born. But they didn’t find the right king there, so they kept looking. 
“They followed the star to Bethlehem and to a normal home, where they finally saw Jesus and His family. They thought they’d pay their respects to the child-king and go home, but they didn’t do that exactly. They were told in a dream to do what? (go back a different way) 
“Even when they thought they’d found the king in the palace, and even when they thought their journey was over when they saw Jesus, the Wise Men kept following what was true. 
“You might think your journey is pretty much done—you follow Jesus, you come to Small Group, you pray. But you have a LIFETIME to discover more about who God is and how to be His friend. 
“You will learn more about God when you get older and learn to drive—you’ll see more of creation and need more patience! You’ll learn more about God when you make friends in your middle school years as you learn how friends love and support each other as they face tough times. You will learn about God as you become an adult and face big decisions like your job, your relationships, your money, and maybe even having your own kids. 
“Your whole life long, I hope you [Bottom Line] never stop searching for what’s true. As long as you’re searching for what’s true, you’ll continue to grow in your knowledge and relationship with God.”
*2. What Am I? 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Sticky notes and pens or markers
What You Do:
· Give each kid a sticky note and a pen or marker. 
· Instruct each kid to write down one person, place, or thing clearly on their sticky note and keep it a secret. 
· Collect the notes.
· Call each kid forward, one at a time.

· Place a sticky note on their forehead so that everyone else can see it but they can’t. 
· Direct the kids to sit in a circle.

· One at a time, invite each kid to ask yes and no questions of the group to discover what is on their sticky note. 
· If you have mostly older kids, make this a challenge by giving them a seven to ten question limit, having them act-out their questions, or asking just one word per question. (Animal? Person?)
· If you have a combination of older and younger kids, let the older ones help by giving younger friends a hint as to what questions to ask.
· Once everyone has guessed their note, collect the notes. 
What You Say:
“Some of those things you had to guess took a lot of questions to figure out! Did any of you feel like giving up? (Invite the kids to answer honestly.) This game reminds us that we should [Bottom Line] never stop searching for what’s true. 
“You’ll have lots of questions in your life about the truth. You’ll want to know the truth about your friends, yourself, and God. You can talk with your friends, you can think and journal and get to know your own thoughts, but how do you discover truth about God? (Invite responses.) 
“That’s right! You can ask other people who follow Jesus. You can read the Bible and also books by people who know a lot about God. You can pray, and you can look around creation. You can also learn about God by getting to know other people because they all reflect a little about God in their own special ways.”
[Make It Personal] (Share something true you’ve discovered about God lately. Maybe a friend forgave you or encouraged you and you were reminded of God’s love. Did you see something amazing in creation that showed you God’s wisdom or beauty or humor? Did you read something in Scripture that you’ve read before but this time understood in a new way? Share these things with your small group and encourage them to discuss their own encounters with God’s truth.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What do you know about God that is absolutely 100 percent true? 
· How do you know that those things are true? 
· How do you continue to learn what’s true about God? 

3. Threefold Cord
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Prepared plastic lacing or embroidery thread and Bibles; Optional key tags or blank keychain decorations and markers
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Together, using the Bible Navigation Tips below, look up Proverbs 2:6 and read it out loud. 
· Give every kid a 12-inch length of all three colors of thread. 
· Encourage the kids to tie those three cords together at one end of the length, to braid all the way down, and tie a knot at the end. (If there are kids who don’t know how to three-strand braid, assign them to kids who are good at this skill.) 
· If using the key tags or key chain markers, attach them to one end of the braid and write “Proverbs 2:6” on the blank space. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Proverbs” in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Proverbs, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Proverbs. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Proverbs, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 2, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 6 in chapter 2. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“I love that this verse lists three things that come from God: wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. This month, we’re finding out that knowledge is learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do. But what do you think wisdom and understanding are? (Invite kids to discuss.) 
“Wisdom is knowing how to use the knowledge you get, and understanding is how you react to other people with kindness and compassion and thoughtfulness. The truth is, we need all of these things—knowledge, wisdom, and understanding—to love others and love God throughout our entire life. So, [Bottom Line] never stop searching for what’s true. No matter what you need to know or discover, God will help you and give you what you need.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Sticky notes and pens or markers
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a sticky note and a pen. 
· Ask kids to write down one thing about God that they know is true. 
· Direct the kids to stick the sticky note to their forehead then turn to a friend. 
· Ask pairs to talk for 30 seconds about what they know is true about God. 
· After thirty seconds, call the kids back to attention and congratulate them. “See, even at the end of our time together, you [Bottom Line] never stop searching for what’s true. 
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for being true to us. Thank You for showing us what’s true about You, about ourselves, and about the world around us. Please keep us searching for knowledge of You and Your truth our whole lives. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure to send home the keychains (if you made them) and ask adults to help their kids put them on a backpack, sports bag, or jacket. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
· Coloring paper 
· Crayons or colored pencils 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Various colors of construction paper
· Scissors 
· Small bag, box, or hat 
· Cut a small square of each color of construction paper and place them in the bag. 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Present Path 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Several small wrapped boxes, gift boxes, or other “presents” (nothing inside)—one for each kid
· Baby doll 
*2. What Am I? 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Sticky notes
· Pens or markers 
3. Threefold Cord 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Plastic lacing or embroidery thread—three colors
· Scissors
· Cut the thread into 12in lengths
· Bibles
· Optional key tags or blank keychain decorations and markers 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Sticky notes
· Pens or markers
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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