252 Kids


 January 2023 • Week 2
Think Tank: Put your knowledge to the test


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—January 2023, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Knowing Me, Knowing You (Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52

Today’s Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Your Way” from Make a Move and “Over and Over” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: The Search
Application Activity: I Have, Who Has?
Memory Verse Activity: The MVP
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Knowing Me, Knowing You (Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52

Today’s Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Monthly Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters with lots of enthusiasm.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Welcome back to the Think Tank: [your environment’s name] version. Why Think Tank? Well, because all month long, we’re putting our knowledge to the test!
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Knowledge is learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“There’s so much knowledge out there for us to discover! All knowledge comes from God to begin with. And God made us curious so we could find out and know more and more. Then we can grow in lots of ways, like in our relationship with God.
“I figure, what better way to test your knowledge than with some good old-fashioned game shows? Each week, we’re taking on a different classic game show, but always with our [your environment’s name] twist. This one is called . . . ‘The Price Isn’t Wrong’!

AUDIO: “The Price Is Right” by Big Screen International
“We’ll play this in two teams.

Divide the kids into two teams.

“This game will test your knowledge about the cost of various items. If your team can rank these items correctly, in order of their price, from least to most expensive, you’ll get a point. We’ll play three rounds, with each round worth more than the last. The team with the most points at the end, wins!
Appoint an older kid as the captain for each team. Give each captain a clipboard with a blank sheet of paper and a pencil with an eraser. The captain will write down their team’s guesses.
“First up, we’ve got these common household items. 

Walk to the table. Pull back the tablecloth to reveal the first row of items with the “A, B, C, D, E” cards in front of them.

“Your team has 30 seconds to write down the letters in order. Remember, you’re trying to put these in order starting with what you think is the least expensive, and going up to the most expensive. When the music stops, you have to bring your answer sheet up to me. On your mark, get set, go!
AUDIO: “The Price Is Right” by Big Screen International
AUDIO: Fade out music after 30 seconds
“Annnd . . . STOP! Okay, time to turn in your answers.
Collect both teams’ clipboards.

Reading off your cue card, reveal the order of the items’ cost, announcing the actual cost for each item. Announce if either team got the order completely correct, based on their answer sheets. Write a point on the sheet of whichever team(s) got the order right. Then return the answer sheets to the teams, remove the first row of items, and move the next row of items up to the letter cards.
Play the game the same way for the following two rounds. For round two, award five points for any team(s) that got the order completely correct. For round three, raise the point value to 10.

AUDIO: “The Price Is Right” by Big Screen International
AUDIO: Fade out music after 30 seconds
In the end, add up the scores. Acknowledge the winning team, or in the case of a tie, celebrate both teams.

“Good job of guessing those prices! That was a lot of fun. Why don’t we keep the fun going with some worship? Everybody on your feet!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “There’s nothing more important in this life than knowing and following God! We can choose to [Basic Truth] trust God no matter what and believe that God will take care of the rest. It’s like Jesus said in Matthew 6:33 (NIrV), ‘Put God’s kingdom first. Do what he wants you to do. Then all those things will also be given to you.’ Let’s sing this song and tell God, ‘I’ve got one life to live, and I want to live it Your way.’ Here we go!

AUDIO: “Your Way” / track 3 from Make a Move
“That’s right! It’s so good to know that we can trust God through any challenges we might face. We can put our faith in God and ask God to give us the knowledge and wisdom we need, every day. We can trust God over and over and over again! Sing this with me.
AUDIO: “Over and Over” / track 8 from Everything to Me
“Awesome! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “For a few months, we’ve been making our way through the Bible (hold up Bible), following along with God’s One Big Story.
If you’re using a Bible timeline on the wall, you can reference it here as you recap.

“We started by learning how God made the world, and it was good! But when people turned away from God, the world was broken. Thankfully, God had a plan to make things right. At the right time, God sent Jesus to be born in Bethlehem. But Jesus didn’t stay a little baby. He started to grow! Which is where our story picks up today, in the book of Luke. 
“I’ve got a fun way for us to tell this story—with another game! This time, let’s divide into four teams.

Divide the kids into four teams. Select a kid from each team to be the captain, and have each captain stand behind a game show buzzer on the table. (Try to pick captains you think will have some self-control.)
“Throughout this story, I’ll pause at different times and ask you questions. If you think you know the answer, get your captain to buzz in. Tell them what you think the answer should be.
Note: As you play the game, most likely the captains will all hit their buzzers around the same time. Just select a different group each time to answer. Since you’re not tallying points, try to give every team a chance to answer a question.

“Okay, on with the story!”
THE TRIP
LEADER: “Every year, Jesus and His family joined other Jewish people who went on a special trip. Where did they go? Buzz in when you know the answer, and tell me A, B, or C.
Note: Read each question from the printed script.
“Did they go to:

A) Bethlehem,
B) Jerusalem, or
C) Orlando?
Call on a captain to give the answer.

“That’s right! Every year, Jesus and His family joined other Jewish people who traveled all the way to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover Feast. This particular trip happened when Jesus was 12 years old. The trip would have taken at least four or five days. Think about it—with no car or bus, that was nearly a week of walking, all day, every day! But it was a special time, too. Jesus was able to run and play with other kids during the trip, and they all camped out under the stars.
“At last, Jesus and His family reached the city—along with thousands of others. They likely stayed with family or friends to celebrate for the whole week. And they did something special at the end of their visit.

“Buzz in when you know the answer. Did they:
A) throw a birthday party for Jesus,
B) go on a night hike to look at the constellations, or
C) share a special meal?
Call on a captain to give the answer.

“Yes, on the last evening, they shared a special meal together. They remembered and retold the story of how God had rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.”
MISSING!
LEADER: “The next morning, Jesus’ family packed up and joined the crowds flowing back out of Jerusalem. Jesus would have known when they were leaving, and His parents would have expected that He would travel with the group and join them when they stopped to camp. What do you think happened next?

“Buzz in when you know the answer, and tell me A, B, or C. Did Jesus . . . 

A) catch up with his parents later,
B) run ahead of them to the campsite, or
C) not show up at all?
Call on a captain to give the answer.

“You are correct. At the end of the travel day, Jesus did not turn up as they expected.
“Mary and Joseph hurried through camp, checking with all of their friends and family. They realized that somehow, Jesus had been left behind in Jerusalem! What did they do next?
“Buzz in when you know the answer. Did Mary and Joseph:
A) go back to Jerusalem,
B) call 9-1-1, or
C) send carrier pigeons to Jerusalem to tell Jesus to come home?
Call on a captain to give the answer.

“You’re right! They went back to Jerusalem. That trip must have seemed endless. Mary and Joseph were already exhausted, and their imaginations were surely working overtime. When Mary and Joseph reached Jerusalem—again—they searched everywhere for Jesus.”
THE TEMPLE
LEADER: “Mary and Joseph looked all around the city, for three whole days! Finally, they found Jesus. Where was He?
“Buzz in when you know the answer, A, B, or C. Was Jesus:
A) at the community swimming pool,
B) at the temple, or
C) at the soccer field?
Call on a captain to give the answer.

“Right. Mary and Joseph found Jesus at the temple! Now, that’s not where most people would expect to find a 12-year-old boy. But when Mary and Joseph hurried to the temple courtyard, they saw Jesus sitting with a group of teachers, listening and asking questions. The teachers were all amazed at how much Jesus understood, and at the wise answers He gave to their questions. 

“Mary said to Jesus . . .
Open the Bible to Luke 2:48-49 (NIrV) and read.

“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been worried about you. We have been looking for you everywhere.
“‘Why were you looking for me?’ [Jesus] asked. ‘Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?’
“What did Jesus and His parents do next? Buzz in when you know the answer. Did they:

A) go home,

B) go get some dinner, or
C) tell jokes with the teachers?

Call on a captain to give the answer.

“Right. Jesus returned home to Nazareth with His parents. He loved them deeply and obeyed them. And Mary kept everything that had happened in her heart, like a secret treasure. 

“That’s it for the questions. Nice job, everybody! You can head back to where you were sitting before.”
Kids return to their seats.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Listen to what happened after this, as Jesus grew up. We can read this in Luke 2:52.
Open the Bible to Luke 2:52 (NIrV) and read.

“Jesus became wiser and stronger. He also became more and more pleasing to God and to people.

“Jesus knew that listening to God and learning more about God was the very most important thing that He could do. And that same thing is true for us as well!

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Knowing God is the most important thing.
“Let’s pray and talk to God right now.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior so we could have a relationship with You that lasts forever! Jesus knew that knowing You is the MOST important thing of all. God, we want to grow in our knowledge of who You are. Please help each of us in this room discover more and more about You every day. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “As we think about this story, we can see why Jesus stayed behind at the temple. He stayed so He could learn about God and talk to other people about God. 
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 2 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“It’s important for us to do those things, too. If you think about it, it’s pretty amazing that we get to know God personally. I mean, God, the Creator of the universe, wants to have a relationship with each of us! Wow!
“Remember . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Knowing God is the most important thing. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Knowing God is the most important thing.”
LEADER: “Yes, exactly! We should take time to get to know God better. Maybe you could start your day by reading Scripture, reading a devotional, or listening to some worship music that reminds you of everything God has done for you. Maybe you’re someone who learns best when you’re talking to others. It’s important that we come to church so we can talk to other people about God, because we can learn a lot from friends and leaders who choose to put God first in THEIR lives.

“For me, I learn best from . . . (share a personal example).
“No matter how you get to know God better, take some time out of your day to do it. It’s SO important! Let’s head over to Small Group now and talk about how we can get to know God better. What do you say?”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Table

· Plastic tablecloth
· 15 items from around your house, the church, etc. (see “What You Do”)

· Cue cards with the prices for each item (five items per cue card) for the Leader’s reference (see “What You Do”)
· Five paper “tent cards” (made from folded cardstock or folded index cards), labeled “A, B, C, D, E”
· Two clipboards, each with a blank sheet of paper
· Two pencils with erasers
· Leader’s phone with calculator app (if needed)
· Week 2 Timeline Image, printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· “The Price is Right” by Big Screen International
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide
· Week 2 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 2 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· The kids will be trying to guess the prices of the items, so try to find some that will be funny, will get a big reaction, or may surprise kids to know the actual price (deodorant, banana, vanilla extract).

· Divide the items you’ve gathered into three groups of five. (Save the hardest-to-guess items for the final round.)
· Look up the prices for the first group of five items. On a cue card, write down the item names and corresponding prices, in ascending order of price. Then place those five items on the table in a row, mixing them up so they’re NOT in price order. Then put the folded “A, B, C, D, E” signs in front of the five items. Finally, write the letter next to each item on the cue card. This way you’ll have a quick reference of the items in order of least to most expensive, and you’ll be able to check the correct answer against what the teams submit (for example: “DCEBA”).
· Do the same process for the other two groups of five items. Place the second row of five items directly behind the first row of items on the table, and then the third row behind the second row.

· Once everything is set, cover up all three rows of items with the tablecloth.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Your Way” from Make a Move
· “Over and Over” from Everything to Me
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· Four game buzzers, such as these: https://amzn.to/3a7Nxbz) 
· Printed script for the Leader
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Note: If you don’t have buzzers, you could instead pick a “buzz word” for kids to shout out when they know the answer.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 seconds, 60 seconds, and 5 minutes)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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