252 Kids


 December 2022 • Week 4
The Big Give: Get wrapped up in Christmas


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—December 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Over the Hills and Everywhere (Shepherds and Angels) • Luke 2:8-20
Today’s Bottom Line: The good news is for everyone.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Angels We Have Heard on High” from A Fancy Yancy Christmas and “Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Picture Yourself
Application Activity: Bow Battle
Memory Verse Activity: Sing It Out!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Over the Hills and Everywhere (Shepherds and Angels) • Luke 2:8-20
Today’s Bottom Line: The good news is for everyone.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for this amazing season of wonder and excitement. Pray over the celebrations that will take place today. Ask God to remind everyone of the true meaning of this season. Pray that this good news of great joy would fill every heart with life today. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container and Christmas card-making materials
What You Do: 
· Greet kids with the most excited “Merry Christmas!” you can muster!
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Instruct them to make one last Christmas card. 
· This time, have them make the card for someone at church with them today. It can be a small group member or leader, pastor, friend, another leader, family member, etc. 
· Direct kids to write a quick message to the recipient of the card, telling them something they appreciate or anything else they want to tell that person on Christmas.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Several large rolls of banner or craft paper, markers, and scissors
What You Do:
· Roll out the banner or craft paper.
· Set out the markers and scissors.
· Invite the kids to lie down and trace each other’s shapes on the banner paper.
· Direct the kids to add facial details to their own outlines—faces, hair, glasses, etc.—but not clothes just yet. 
· If time allows, let kids cut out their outlines to use later. 
· Set these aside for the “Picture Yourself” activity.
What You Say:
“We’ll need these later! I hope you’re ready to jump into the middle of the Christmas story because [Transition] we’re going to Large Group to hear that Christmas is for everyone!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Picture Yourself 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Baby Jesus” Activity Page, outlines from “Opening Activity”; tape; markers; kid scissors; and construction paper
What You Do:
· Set out the markers, scissors, and tape.
· Instruct the kids to work together to decorate their outlines (i.e., give them clothing) as the people in a nativity scene then tape them to a wall or table. 
· Encourage the kids to cooperate to decide who will be Mary and Joseph and who will be the shepherds, angels, and townspeople. 
· If you have small groups separated by gender, consider combining them for this activity or have a pre-prepared outline for Mary or Joseph—whichever parent your group would lack. 
· Shepherds, angels, and townspeople can be portrayed by anyone!
· After the characters are in place, use other paper or construction paper to cut out a manger and other scenery. 
· Be sure to add the “Baby Jesus” picture to the manger.

· Take pictures of the scene if possible! 
What You Say:
“I love seeing all of you in our nativity! It reminds me that [Bottom Line] the Good News is for everyone! 
“The Christmas story is all about Jesus, but it’s FOR all of us. We can all be faithful like Joseph when he took care of Mary. We can all be like Mary and put Jesus first in our lives and plans. We can be excited like the shepherds and angels. 
“Remember this week as you celebrate Christmas with family and friends to share the Good News of Christmas—that God sent Jesus to rescue us from sin and death. Christmas isn’t the end of the story—it’s just the middle!”
*2. Bow Battle 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bags of adhesive gift bows; masking tape; and timer or app
What You Do:
· Give each kid a bag of bows (put bows in a few different bags if necessary).
· Tape a large square on the floor as a playing area. 
· Direct the group to stand in the square.

· Explain the rules.
· Kids should put as many bows on the backs of their friends as possible while avoiding getting bows placed on their own backs. 
· No one can hold anyone else with their hands, grab clothing, or step on people. 
· No one can step out of the playing area.
· Set the timer for two minutes.

· Start the game.
· At the end, count the bows on backs, and the kid with the fewest bows on their back, wins! 
· If time allows, help everyone get the bows off their backs and play another round.

What You Say:
“While this game was just fun spreading a little silliness, we can spread the good news of Christmas wherever we go this week. Because [Bottom Line] the good news is for everyone, we can share Jesus with anyone and everyone we know. 
“That doesn’t mean you stand on the table at Christmas dinner and start reading Leviticus, but you can be looking for ways to share that Jesus is a gift for all people. Who could use a little good news? (Invite responses.) Who do you know that needs to think of Christmas as just the beginning and not the end of the story?” (Invite responses.)
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time you shared Jesus with someone, either at Christmas or another occasion. How did you know it was time to speak up? Did you use your actions more than your words? How did that person respond? What happened next?)
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Have you ever shared about Jesus with someone? What was that like? 
· Who first told you about God’s plan in Jesus? 
3. Sing It Out! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Bibles 
What You Do:
· Make sure there are enough Bibles for every two kids.

· Invite the kids to get in pairs (help older kids pair with younger ones).

· Give a Bible to each pair.
· Look up the memory verse together with the navigation tips below.

Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Luke” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds Luke, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Luke. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Luke, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 2, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 11 in chapter 2. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.

· Direct each pair to decide on a Christmas song to sing the words of Luke 2:11 to: “Jingle Bells,” “Sleigh Ride,” “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” etc. 
· Allow the pairs to practice and work on their song until they feel ready to perform it. 
· Invite pairs who want to perform their song to the rest of the group.
What You Say:
“I’ve heard it said that the best way to spread holiday cheer is to sing loud for all to hear! This was a great way to spread our verse. [Bottom Line] The good news is for everyone, however you want to spread it. The angels told everyone all at once, and the shepherds told people one at a time.
“You might want to gather your family to read the Christmas story from Luke two at some point this week, or you might show a nativity set to your younger siblings and retell the Christmas story. However you choose to do it, be sure you share the good news this Christmas.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Nativity scene from “Picture Yourself” activity
What You Do: 
· Gather around the nativity and close in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that [Bottom Line] the good news is for everyone! Please help us share the Good News of Christmas with everyone we meet this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, wish everyone a Merry Christmas and show off the nativity scene!
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container 

· Christmas card-making materials—blank cards and envelopes or construction paper; crayons and markers; stickers, etc.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Several large rolls of banner or craft paper 
· Markers
· Kid scissors
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Picture Yourself 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print “Baby Jesus” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out, one for each small group.

· Outlines made in “Opening Activity”
· Tape
· Markers
· Kid scissors
· Construction paper or colored paper
*2. Bow Battle 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bags of adhesive gift bows—one bag for each kid
· Masking tape 
· Timer or app
3. Sing It Out! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Bibles 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Nativity from “Picture Yourself” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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