252 Kids


December 2022 • Week 3
The Big Give: Get wrapped up in Christmas


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—December 2022, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: The Greatest Gift (Jesus Is Born) • Luke 2:1-7
Today’s Bottom Line: Jesus is the greatest gift.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Joy to the World (Glory to the King)” from Joy to the World (Glory to the King) single and “Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Traffic Jam
Application Activity: Candy Cane Pick-Up
Memory Verse Activity: The Greatest Gift
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: The Greatest Gift (Jesus Is Born) • Luke 2:1-7
Today’s Bottom Line: Jesus is the greatest gift.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for the unending love that is communicated through the gift of Jesus. Ask God to help kids remember that Jesus is the greatest gift, better than any physical gift they could ever receive. Thank God for the excitement of the season and that we DO get to celebrate with gifts and fun traditions. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container and Christmas card-making materials
NOTE: This activity repeats each week, so keep these supplies in your regular box or bin.
What You Do: 
· Greet kids by name as they arrive with “Merry Christmas!” (Mention that there’s only one week until the big day!)
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Set out the card-making materials. 
· Invite kids to make a card for a family member they will see this week or next. 
· Encourage them to write a personal note to that relative, showing appreciation for their love and help. 
· Talk with kids about their families and their plans for Christmas.
· Ask:
· Are you traveling to see family or friends, or will people be coming to you? 
· Where is the craziest place you’ve had to sleep in a house full of people? 
· Who makes the best Christmas treat in your family? 
· Who falls asleep in front of the Christmas movies/kids’ pageant/at church every year? 
· Be sensitive to kids who might be spending this holiday with only a parent or relative—encourage them to talk about their Christmas traditions as well.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Large bags or suitcases with equal number of clothing items inside each
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams. 
· Line the teams up at one side of the Small Group area.

· Give the first kid in each line a bag or suitcase. 
· Direct the first kid to take the suitcase across the room, open it, put on all of the items in the suitcase, take them off, pack the suitcase again, and lug the case back so the next kid in line can repeat the process.
· The first team to get their teammates all finished with their “trips,” wins! 
What You Say:
“Christmas means hustle and bustle! For many people, there’s travel involved or you’re getting ready to host family and friends at your house. There are plays, concerts, cookie exchanges, gift wrapping parties, shopping, caroling, and more! [Transition] There’s always so much going on at Christmas that we should take some time to slow down and think about what Christmas really means. Let’s go to Large Group and do that together.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Traffic Jam
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Construction paper, tape, or hula hoops, etc. to mark spaces
What You Do:
· Set the space markers in one line.

· Divide your group into two teams. 
· Direct one team to stand in the spaces on one end, facing to the right. 
· Instruct the other team to stand in the other end’s spaces, facing the other team. (It should look like the teams are about to play tug-of-war.)
· Leave one open space between the teams.

· Explain that the goal of the game is to get the teams across to the other side, currently occupied by the opposing team. (By the end of the game, it will look like they have switched places and will be facing away from each other.)

· Share the rules.
· Kids can’t move backwards or turn around. 
· Kids can’t move past more than one kid in a single move. 
· Kids can’t pass someone facing the same direction (on the same team). 
· Kids can move into an empty space in front of them. 
· Kids can move past a kid facing the opposite direction (the other team) in order to get to the free space behind them. 
· Only one kid can be in a space at any time. 
· Let kids try this for a while. If they get frustrated, offer these hints.
· Each team should alternate moving players.

· Think of this like checkers where you can jump an opposing player to an open space. 
· If you need help visualizing this or want to show your kids, search Traffic Jam Activity on YouTube™. 
What You Say:
“This was a lot of work to figure out! It was quite a puzzle. Sometimes it feels like Christmas is one big puzzle—which present goes to whom, where are all these relatives going sleep, how many planes will be delayed, and how many people will get stuck in traffic? How are you going to make a nut-free, gluten-free, sugar-free, raw vegetarian, turkey dinner just like Grandma did? Sorry, that last one is probably just something you overhear the grown-ups say! 
“There was a LOT going on the first Christmas, too. You’ve probably heard the story of Mary and Joseph traveling to a different town, needing a place to stay. You’ve heard about the crowded town when Jesus was born, the taxes, and the evil king. But in the middle of this, there was Jesus, the greatest gift to all of us. When there seems to be too much traffic in your holiday, slow down and remember that [Bottom Line] Jesus is the greatest gift. Think of a way to show God’s love in the middle of it all.”
2. Candy Cane Pick-Up 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Candy canes; table or flat floor space; timer or app; music player or device; and loud Christmas music
What You Do:
· Give each kid a candy cane.

· Make several piles of candy canes around your Small Group space. 
· Set the timer for three minutes.

· Explain the game.
· Kids should try to get as many candy canes as possible from the piles in the three minutes. 
· They can only use the hooked end of their candy canes to pick up other canes. 
· Start the timer, blast the music, and go! 
· During this time, make yourself a bit of a nuisance—encourage kids LOUDLY and randomly, move the candy cane piles around while kids are trying to pick them up, dance a little bit, turn the lights on and off (if this works with your kids and space). 
· Allow the kids to go around to different piles and pick up the canes until the timer goes off. 
What You Say:
“That was three minutes of chaos! How on earth did you manage to focus enough to get so many candy canes? (Invite kids to share their strategies.) In the same way, Christmas can have a lot of distractions from the real point which is that [Bottom Line] Jesus is the greatest gift. 
“It’s funny that the very things that are supposed to remind us of Jesus—presents, music, celebrations—can distract us from Him. When you feel distracted from Jesus this season, what can you do? (Invite responses—slow down, pray, read the Christmas story in the Bible, do a Christmas devo with your family, listen to a church Christmas song, do something kind for someone else, etc.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share how you keep your focus on Jesus during the hectic holidays. Is it more Scripture reading? An emphasis on service to others? Do you try to give more than you get? Is there a special tradition in your family like a nativity scene or prayers, that help keep you focused? Share with the kids and invite them to share as well.) 
“There is nothing wrong with presents and music and treats and JOY and being LOUD at Christmas. But let’s also take some time this week to slow down and concentrate—just like you did with these candy canes—on the real meaning of Christmas. [Bottom Line] Jesus is the greatest gift.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What is the greatest gift you’ve ever given someone? How did they react? 
· How do you celebrate Jesus? 
· How can you focus on the greatest gift this week?
3. The Greatest Gift 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Verse Cards” Activity Page and treats rolled into a plastic wrap ball; Bibles
What You Do:
· Gather the kids in a circle.

· Give one kid the prepared plastic-wrap ball. 
· Help them find the end to start unwrapping. 
· Direct the kid to continue unwrapping the ball until they find a card from the “Verse Cards” Activity Page. 
· Let them keep whatever treats they find as well as the card.
· Once they get a card, direct the kid to pass the ball to the next kid in the circle. 
· Once the ball is totally unwrapped, guide the kids to put the Luke 2:11 verse cards in order (using the Bibles if needed).
· If you choose, let kids eat their treats or set them aside until dismissal. 
What You Say:
“This was a fun game AND a treat! Two for one! I wanted to make sure everyone got a little present to remember that [Bottom Line] Jesus is the greatest gift. 
“This week, when you shop for surprises or wrap boxes, when you open presents or give them away, remember that we give gifts BECAUSE of the greatest gift. God gave the whole world a forever gift. We can’t do that. So we focus on sharing special presents with our friends and family that show our love and kindness and celebrate theirs. God gave first and forever, so that we can give to each other. [Bottom Line] Jesus is the greatest gift.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Candy canes from “Candy Cane Pick-Up” activity
What You Do: 
· Invite the kids to take out their candy canes. 
· Ask, “What letter do the candy canes look like? (J) They remind us that [Bottom Line] Jesus is the greatest gift.”
· Instruct the kids to hold their candy canes in a “J” while you pray. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for sending us Jesus. He is the greatest gift, the One who rescues us all so we can be Your friend forever. Please help us focus on Jesus this week! We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send kids home with the candy canes and treats from the memory verse game. Remind the adults about any Christmas Week services or upcoming events.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Christmas card-making materials (blank cards and envelopes, or construction paper; crayons and markers; stickers, etc.)
NOTE: This activity repeats each week, so keep these supplies in your regular bin.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Two large bags or suitcases
· Several clothing items, such as a scarf, hat, mittens, boots
· Divide the clothing items equally into the bags, but the bags do not have to have the exact same items.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Traffic Jam
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Something to mark spaces (construction paper, tape squares on the floor, hula hoops, etc.—one for each kid plus one extra
2. Candy Cane Pick-Up 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Candy canes—a few boxes
· Table or flat floor space
· Timer or app
· Music player or device

· Loud Christmas music 
3. The Greatest Gift 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print “Verse Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart, one set for each small group.

· Bibles 
· Roll of plastic wrap
· Several small treats like candies or prizes—two or three for each kid
· Make a giant plastic ball by rolling the verse cards (in any order) interspersed with treats, leaving plenty of space between them. Set the ball aside until needed. 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Candy canes from “Candy Cane Pick-Up” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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