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 December 2022 • Week 2
The Big Give: Get wrapped up in Christmas 


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—December 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Breath of Heaven (Zechariah/Elizabeth and Gabriel/Mary) • Luke 1:5-66 

Today’s Bottom Line: Anything is possible with God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Joy to the World (Glory to the King)” from Joy to the World (Glory to the King) single and “Angels We Have Heard on High” from A Fancy Yancy Christmas)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Laundry Day!
Application Activity: Impossible!
Memory Verse Activity: All Wrapped Up
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Breath of Heaven (Zechariah/Elizabeth and Gabriel/Mary) • Luke 1:5-66 

Today’s Bottom Line: Anything is possible with God.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray especially for kids whose Christmas season might not be as merry and bright as ours. Ask God to bring comfort to those kids, helping them know that anything is possible with God. Thank God for being a God who does the impossible, including sending a baby boy to be the Savior of the world.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container and Christmas card-making materials
NOTE: This activity repeats each week, so keep these supplies in your regular box or bin.
What You Do: 
· Greet kids by name as they arrive with “Merry Christmas!” 

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Direct the kids to make cards for someone in their life who helps them and is not a parent or relative (babysitter, teacher, coach, bus driver, therapist, doctor, waiter, cashier, etc.).
· Ask kids to take their time and really think about the message they want to give that person. (Maybe it’s a “thank you” for all their help this year, a message of love, or encouragement.) 
· When kids are finished, set the cards aside to give to adults at the end of group time.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Newsletter” Activity Page and pencil; optional scrap paper and pencils
What You Do:
· Gather the group in a circle.

· Ask the kids to help you fill in the prompts on the “Newsletter” Activity Page. 
· Write in the answers with the pencil.

· Make sure every kid gets a turn to fill in a blank. 
· Once the story is complete, read it out loud. 
· If time allows, give each kid some scrap paper and a pencil and ask them to write their own silly newsletters about their year.
What You Say:
“This was quite a year for the Smith family! I don’t think anyone could anticipate a year like that! They must have been surprised for sure. [Transition] Whether your family is a whole bunch of people like the Smiths or just you and a grown-up, Christmas brings all kinds of surprises!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Laundry Day!
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Laundry Day Onesies” and “Laundry Day Answers” Activity Pages; clothesline; clothespins; laundry baskets
What You Do:
· Hang the four lengths of clothesline on one side of your room if not already done (two slightly above the other two to help keep the teams divided). 

· Place one set of “Laundry Day Onesies” in each laundry basket and set on one side of the room, across from the clotheslines.
· Put the onesies labeled JOHN on the two upper clotheslines and the onesies labeled JESUS on the two bottom clotheslines. 
· Divide your group into two teams and assign each team a set of John and Jesus clotheslines.

· Line both teams up on the side of the room with the laundry baskets. 
· One at a time, instruct kids to pull a onesie out of the basket and decide if it goes on the JOHN or JESUS clothesline. 
· Direct them to run to the line, pin the onesie in place, then run back to their team.
· When the laundry baskets are empty, check the clotheslines using the “Laundry Day Answers” if needed. 

· If they’re all correct, celebrate with the group! 
· If they’re not, offer each team one chance to fix them. 
What You Say:
“I don’t know exactly what laundry was like in Jesus’ day, but these look like some really special baby clothes! John and Jesus were both special babies. Both were born when their families weren’t expecting them. Jesus was different than John. Jesus is God’s Son. John was a special baby, but he was special like all the other prophets and messengers that God had been sending to the people. 
“Why do you think that God gave Zechariah’s and Elizabeth’s child the important job of talking about Jesus? (Invite answers. Maybe because they were cousins and John would know Jesus.)
“Both of these families had a big surprise in store that year! Zechariah and Mary were both a little unsure about the angel’s announcements, but the angel Gabriel told Mary the most important detail, [Bottom Line] anything is possible with God. 
“Maybe the ‘impossible’ God is doing in your life this Christmas is small. For example, you thought you’d never forgive that person for hurting your feelings but you’re able to love them like Jesus. Maybe you would never want to be paired up with that kid from class, but when you draw their name for your present exchange, you discover you can think about them with kindness.
“Be ready for the impossible to happen this Christmas because [Bottom Line] anything is possible with God.”

2. Impossible!
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Empty water bottles; red and green pom-poms; and theme duct tape
What You Do:
· Give each kid two empty water bottles, a handful of red and green pom-poms, and a length of tape. 
· Instruct the kids to put the pom-poms in one of the water bottles then securely tape the mouths of both water bottles together. 
· Once the kids have their bottles made, give them a challenge.
Just by shaking the bottles, spinning them, etc., separate the red and green pom-poms into separate halves of the bottle.
Tape may not be removed or the bottles damaged in any way. 
This is actually impossible (except for random chance) so let kids try for a few minutes, but stop before frustration levels get too high. 
· Set the bottles aside for kids to take home as a fun sensory object. 
What You Say:
“This task is actually impossible. You could do it, but it would take a very long time for it to happen by chance. Which pom-poms end up on the bottom of each bottle is totally random. 
“When we say that [Bottom Line] anything is possible with God, we’re not talking about things like these bottles. We don’t mean magic tricks, wishes, or anything like that. What that means is that God can do anything to love and carry out the plan for all people. God can make a nobody into a queen, a shepherd into a king, and a baby into a prophet. God can part a sea, shake down a city, and slay giants. 
“God will stop at nothing to make sure every human ever born knows that they are loved by God, God wants to rescue them from sin, and be their friends forever. So the perfect parents for baby John are super-old—so what? That won’t stop God. So the family God wants for Baby Jesus didn’t quite exist yet? That won’t stop God. 
“Nothing that you do or that happens to you can stop God’s love. [Bottom Line] anything is possible with God.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What impossible thing do you need God’s help for this Christmas? 
· How has God shown you love this year? 
*3. All Wrapped Up
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Bibles; blank wrapping paper or craft paper; stickers, stamps, or other decorations; and markers
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Together, look up Luke 2:11 and read it out loud using the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Luke” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds Luke, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Luke. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Luke, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 2, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 11 in chapter 2. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.

· Leave the Bibles open so kids can refer to them as they make their craft. 
· Give each kid a length of wrapping paper (enough to wrap a shirt box). 
· Set out the decorating supplies and markers.

· Instruct the kids to write the verse neatly on the paper then decorate the paper. 
· Tell kids they can use their wrapping paper this season to wrap a special present for a family member or friend. 
What You Say:
“Let this paper remind you that [Bottom Line] anything is possible with God. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be born in an unlikely and surprising way, but God made a way for that to happen! Wrap something unlikely and surprising with this paper.
“God chose a seemingly ‘impossible’ place and way for Jesus to be born. God can do anything! God chooses seemingly ‘impossible’ tasks for us too—love our enemies, say no to what we want to do and yes to following Jesus, be unselfish and kind even when we don’t feel like it, and forgive people.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time God helped you make the “impossible” possible—forgave someone, helped someone you didn’t like, gave up something you love for someone else, put others first even when it was extremely difficult, etc. You can let kids share as well, as you have time.) 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Completed bottles from “Impossible!” activity
What You Do: 
· Make sure each kid has their set of bottles.
· Give kids another try to shake their pom-poms to separate sides. 
· Then ask the kids to still their shakers and close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, we know that anything is possible with You. Please help us to love, help, and forgive people the way You would—even if it feels impossible. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, ask them to help the kids give the Christmas card they made to the intended recipient. Send home the wrapping paper and shaker bottles.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Christmas card-making materials (blank cards and envelopes or construction paper; crayons and markers; stickers, etc.)
NOTE: This activity repeats each week, so keep these supplies in your regular box or bin.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print “Newsletter” Activity Page on paper, one for each small group.
· Pencil
· Optional scrap paper and pencils

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3.
1. Laundry Day! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print “Laundry Day Onesies” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out, two sets for each small group.
· Print “Laundry Day Answers” Activity Page on paper, one for each small group

· Four lengths of clothesline
· Clothespins (about 20)
· Two laundry baskets
· Hang the lengths of clotheslines on one side of your room, two on top and two on bottom. 
2. Impossible! 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Empty water bottles—two for each kid
· Red and green pom-poms
· Christmas-themed duct tape 
*3. All Wrapped Up
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Bibles
· Blank wrapping paper or craft paper
· Stickers, stamps, or other decorations
· Markers 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Completed bottles from “Impossible!” activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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