252 Kids


 December 2022 • Week 1
The Big Give: Get wrapped up in Christmas


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—December 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Jesus Is Promised) • Isaiah 9:6-7
Today’s Bottom Line: God always has a plan.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single and “Greatest Gift (Remix)” from Greatest Gift (Remix) single)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: This One’s for You!
Application Activity: A Sweet Plan*
Memory Verse Activity: Noel! No “L”!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
*Allergy Alert
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Jesus Is Promised) • Isaiah 9:6-7
Today’s Bottom Line: God always has a plan.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for putting a plan into action to make a way for us to have a relationship with God now and forever. Thank God for being a God who can do anything, yet still chose to send a Savior in such a humble and unexpected way. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Offering container and Christmas card-making materials
NOTE: This activity repeats each week, so keep these supplies in your regular box or bin.
What You Do: 
· Greet kids by name as they arrive with a “Merry Christmas!” 
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· Set out the Christmas card-making materials.

· Tell kids that each week this month, they’ll be making Christmas cards for your community. 
· This week, invite kids to make Christmas cards for people who are far from home this Christmas: soldiers, college students in your church community, any missionaries your church or denomination supports, etc. 

· Encourage the kids to do their best to decorate the cards.

· Invite the kids to sign the cards with just their first name, or if you’d prefer, you can sign them “Your friends at [your church’s name].”
· As kids work, talk about the excitement of the holiday season and ask:

What are you looking forward to most this holiday season? 
Who will you see this season? 
Note: This may be the first Christmas since the pandemic that things are “normal” for many families, but be sensitive to kids who don’t like change! 
· Collect the cards once they’re finished. 
· Ask someone in your children’s ministry or church administration to help you mail them this week.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Wrapping paper, scissors, tape, and awkward objects for kids to wrap
What You Do:
· Direct the kids to get into pairs.
· Give each pair wrapping paper, scissors, tape, and something awkward to wrap.
· Share the following rules: 
No spots on the item should be left visible. 
You must be able to lift the item and place it under a Christmas tree after it’s wrapped. 
The wrapping should be as neat as possible with no holes or crumpled areas.
If a pair runs out of tape or paper, the pair must get creative. 
· Let kids work until all of the items are wrapped, or you can give a time limit if necessary.
· Set any left over wrapping paper aside for “Pray and Dismiss.”
What You Say:
“Wrapping gifts is a big part of the anticipation of Christmas! I love to see presents wrapped up, waiting to be opened. It means that something great is going to happen soon.
“But sometimes there are things in our lives that are awkward around the holidays—maybe parents are fighting a little bit or you grew out of some Christmas traditions and you have feelings about it or money is tight or you won’t see all of your family this year. 
“Christmas can be merry and exciting, but sometimes there are parts that aren’t quite what we hoped for. No matter if you are excited or anxious about Christmas, we have GREAT NEWS! Christmas is about more than just family, meals and presents. [Transition] The reason for Christmas came thousands of years ago without a present, a Christmas tree, or even a feast. The reason for Christmas celebrations started BEFORE the manger, the camels, or any of that. Let’s go hear about it!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. This One’s for You! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Gift Tags” Activity Pages, “Jesus Pictures” Activity Pages, adhesive gift bows, and small prizes for the winning team
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams. 
· Direct the teams to line up on one side of the room. 
· Attach a set of “Jesus Pictures” Activity Pages for each team on the wall opposite of them.
· Give each kid a gift tag from the “Gift Tags” Activity Page and a sticky backed bow. (Make sure each team has a full set of “Gift Tags” to match the “Jesus Pictures.”
· Challenge teams to decide together which picture shows the characteristic of Jesus named on their gift tag.
· Teams should send one teammate at a time to run to the pictures, use the bow to stick their tag to the correct picture, and run back to their line so the next kid can repeat the process. 
· If a team gets all of the correct tags on the Jesus Pictures first, they win! (Answers below.) 
· If there are incorrect tags, invite the kids to try to correct them before the other team finishes. 
· Award candy canes or another small prize to the winning team. 
· Answers: 
1. Baby Jesus (A Child for Us)
2. Jesus and the Temple Priests (Wonderful Adviser)
3. Jesus Fed a Crowd (Mighty God)
4. Jesus Ascended to Heaven (Father Who Lives Forever)
5. Jesus Made Peace (Prince of Peace)
6. Jesus in the Temple (Ruler on David’s Throne)
What You Say:
“All of these names are for one Person—Jesus! It’s amazing that 700 years before Jesus was born, God already had a rescue plan and shared it with the prophet, Isaiah. God had this rescue plan for a long, long time, even mentioning it back in the Garden of Eden! There has never been a minute in any point in history when God has not loved us.
“Jesus was given to the world to be our Rescuer but also to show us that God has taken care of everything we need. We need wisdom? Jesus! We need peace? Jesus! We need strength? You guessed it, Jesus! Jesus shows us that [Bottom Line] God always has a plan. God has a plan for you and me, for the whole world, and for the future. God has a plan to make everything right in the end.
“There might be things that don’t work out this Christmas. Have you ever had something go wrong at Christmas? (Invite kids to share—be sensitive to those in difficult circumstances but also be prepared for kids to share funny stories.) 
“But even if something does happen at Christmas—or any time—that isn’t quite what you hoped, remember that [Bottom Line] God always has a plan. God’s plan is to have a relationship with us, and someday we will have a GIANT celebration with God forever.”
2. A Sweet Plan*
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Gingerbread Plans” Activity Pages; small hand mirrors; ingredients to make small gingerbread houses-graham crackers, white frosting, assorted candies, etc.; plastic knives; plates; and hand wipes
*NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.

What You Do:
· Set out the materials to make gingerbread houses.

· Set the hand mirrors among the supplies to make the gingerbread houses.

· Give kids their own spaces and a “Gingerbread Plans” Activity Page.
· Direct the kids to make the gingerbread houses EXACTLY as their directions tell them. 
· Invite the kids to try to figure out the directions but give hints, like “use all of your supplies” to help them if they get frustrated. 
· Younger kids might need to be handed the mirrors and shown how to read the directions. Let older kids figure it out on their own if possible. 
· Give kids time to make their houses.

· Set the houses aside to dry. 
What You Say:
“So the plans for these directions seemed a little confusing at first! How did you figure it out? (Let kids talk about using the mirrors.) Sometimes we think God’s plan is this confusing, complicated blueprint-in-the-sky somewhere. But God’s plan is actually pretty simple: rescue all people through Jesus. 
“God shared the plan with prophets and messengers in the Old Testament and showed it to people with the birth of Jesus at Christmas. After Jesus’ life on Earth, God sent messengers around the world to tell everyone. And we have the New Testament so we can read all about it. God has taken a lot of time and communicated a lot of ways to make sure that EVERYONE knows [Bottom Line] God always has a plan. 
“You and I get to be part of that plan when we celebrate Christmas, telling the world that God sent Jesus to rescue everyone from sin and death. We are part of that plan when we share about Jesus to people around us and show God’s love by our actions. 
[Make It Personal] (Share a way that you have celebrated God’s plan of salvation at Christmas by showing love—either in a service project, an outreach, special church events, or even talking about Jesus to someone in your friend group or family.) 
“We celebrate Christmas every year because we all need to remember that [Bottom Line] God always has a plan. Each year, the plan includes more and more people as we share God’s love and invite people into our community.” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Out of all the names of Jesus we heard today (Wonderful Advisor, Mighty God, Father Who Lives Forever, Prince Who Brings Peace), which one is your favorite? 
· How can you be part of God’s plan this year, not just doing something with your group or family, but something you can do as a growing Jesus-follower? Can you buy a gift for an angel tree with your own money? Help wrap presents for an elderly neighbor?
3. Noel! No “L”! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Bibles; letter tiles or magnets in an opaque bag
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Together, look up Luke 2:11 and read it as a group using the Bible navigation tips below. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Luke” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds Luke, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Luke. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Luke, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 2, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 11 in chapter 2. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Tell the group that in French-speaking countries, Christmas is called “Noel.”
· Ask the kids if they can read this verse with “Noel”—that is, without using the letter L. 

· Once they’ve practiced that (it’s pretty easy since there are only two Ls in the verse and reference), instruct the kids to draw a letter tile or magnet out of the bag and try to say the verse without that letter. 

· Make sure each kid has a turn to draw a letter and say the verse. 

What You Say:
“Our verse reminds us of the turning point of God’s plan, when Jesus was born on Earth. God’s rescue plan was being worked in so many different ways for centuries before Jesus was born, then Jesus came to Earth and the plan really got going! 
“This verse happens in the middle of the plan, and it helps us remember that we might not see all of God’s plan at once. Even if we can’t see it, [Bottom Line] God always has a plan.
“God had planned where and when Jesus would be born, who His family would be, and the people who would find out first. You can trust God’s plans because God takes care of people. The plan for us to have a relationship with God forever is unstoppable.” 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Wrapping paper from “Opening Activity” and pens or markers
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a small piece of wrapping paper and some pens or markers.
· Invite kids to write a prayer they have about this Christmas season: something they’re excited or worried about or a person they want to remember or pray for.
· When they’re finished, put the prayers somewhere safe.
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for Your plan. You have been preparing for us to be with You forever, and You won’t leave any detail out. Please help us trust You and Your plan, especially at Christmas time. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, invite the kids to show off their gingerbread masterpieces! 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Christmas card-making materials: blank cards and envelopes or construction paper; crayons and markers; stickers, etc.
· NOTE: This activity repeats each week, so keep these supplies in your regular box or bin.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Wrapping paper in a few different colors or patterns
· Safety scissors 
· Clear tape 
· Something very awkward for each pair of kids to wrap such as a chair, a desk lamp, a toy from your nursery, a basketball, etc. 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. This One’s for You! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print “Gift Tags” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart, two sets for each small group.
· Print “Jesus Pictures” Activity Pages on paper, two sets for each small group.
· Adhesive gift bows—one for each kid
· Small prizes like candy canes for the winning team 
2. A Sweet Plan*
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print “Gingerbread Plans” on paper, one for each kid.

· Small hand mirrors—one for each kid

· Plastic knives

· Plates

· Hand wipes

· Ingredients to make small gingerbread houses—graham crackers, white frosting, candy pieces, etc.
3. Noel! No “L”! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Bibles 
· Letter tiles or magnets
· Opaque bag
· Place the tiles or magnets in the bag.
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Wrapping paper left over from “Opening Activity”
· Pens or markers
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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