252 Kids


 December 2022 • Week 4
The Big Give: Get wrapped up in Christmas


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—December 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Over the Hills and Everywhere (Shepherds and Angels) • Luke 2:8-20
Today’s Bottom Line: The good news is for everyone.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Angels We Have Heard on High” from A Fancy Yancy Christmas and “Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Picture Yourself
Application Activity: Bow Battle
Memory Verse Activity: Sing It Out!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Over the Hills and Everywhere (Shepherds and Angels) • Luke 2:8-20
Today’s Bottom Line: The good news is for everyone.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

AUDIO: Play high-energy Christmas music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, holding the giant plastic-wrapped ball.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Merrrrrrrryyyyyyy Christmas, everyone! Wow, the day is actually here! I can’t believe it! I could hardly sleep last night, I was so excited to spend Christmas with all of you.

“And why would I be excited for Christmas? Well, besides the things everyone knows about like the presents and parties . . . Christmas is the best for a way more important reason!
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Christmas is about celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift!
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“That’s why we give gifts to each other, too. It’s a way that we can remember how Jesus is the greatest gift ever given!

“I’ve got a fun gift-giving game for us to play. Everyone will get a gift to take home—nothing big, but there are a ton of small gifts in this plastic-wrapped ball. Let’s unwrap it to get to the good stuff! Everyone, circle up.

Gather everyone into a circle. Give one kid the ball and give the two dice to the kid to their left.

“When you have the ball, you’ll unwrap it as fast as you can to get the gifts inside. Whatever gifts you unwrap, you get to keep. Meanwhile, while you’re unwrapping, the person to your left will roll the dice until they get doubles. In other words, once they roll two threes or two fives or whatever, then THEY get the ball to unwrap, and they pass the dice to the person to their left. That person will roll until they get doubles, and so on. Any questions? Okay, let’s play!
AUDIO: Fun Christmas music
Watch the kids to make sure they’re not holding on to the ball longer than they should and that the kids rolling the dice are actually getting doubles. Keep playing until the entire ball is unwrapped.
“Merry Christmas, everyone!

Toss the extra toys and candy around, especially to those who got less than the others.

Hand out the plastic bags. Have the kids put their toys and candy in them and place them at their feet or some other location where they won’t be distracting.

“Now let’s keep the celebration going! Everyone, up on your feet. Let’s sing and celebrate Jesus, the greatest gift we’ve ever received!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “When Jesus was born, angels came to tell the shepherds the good news. The angels sang out praises to God, just like we get to do right now!
AUDIO: “Angels We Have Heard on High” / track 8 from A Fancy Yancy Christmas
“Let’s take a seat and watch this video before we sing our next song together.

Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“The news about Jesus’ birth is so good and so amazing that we can’t keep it to ourselves. We need to share God’s love for the whole world to see! Stand and sing this with me.
AUDIO: “Go Tell It” / track 1 from Go Tell It single
Optional Video (Media Package): “Go Tell It” Dance Moves Music Video
“I love singing Christmas songs with you! You can have a seat for a minute, but don’t get too comfortable because you get to help me with the Bible story today.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “Before we get started, let me divide you into two groups.
Divide the kids into two groups, unless you have a very small group of kids, in which case, everyone can do all the different sounds together.

“This half of the room, you’ll be the angels. So that means every time I say, ‘Angel’ or ‘Angels,’ you need to stand up, raise your arms out to the sides, and sing, ‘Hallelujah!’ (Demonstrate.) Let’s try it! (Lead the kids to do this with you.)
“Okay, now the rest of you, you’re the shepherds. So when I say, ‘Shepherd’ or ‘Shepherds,’ you’ll stand up, pretend like you’re stamping your staff on the ground, and say, ‘Here, sheepy, sheepy.’ (Demonstrate.) Let’s try that! (Lead the kids to do this with you.)
“So remember to listen for ‘angel’ (Pause to let them do their part.) and ‘shepherd.’ (Pause to let them do their part.)
“Let’s look back through God’s Story to see everything that led up to Jesus’ birth.

If you’re using a Bible timeline on your wall, you can reference it here as you recap.

“Out of a deep love, God made an amazing world. But when people broke God’s rule, the world was broken. God had a plan to bless the whole world through Abraham’s family, the Israelites. But over and over again, the people kept turning away from God.
“Eventually, other nations invaded and captured the Israelites. They must have wondered if God still loved them and had a plan for them. God DID have a plan. God spoke through prophets about the great Rescuer who was to come.
“After hundreds of years, God sent a tiny baby to be born in the town of Bethlehem. This baby was God’s Son, Jesus.”
Note: To not get derailed by the constant interruptions, it might be helpful to read from the script.
SHEPHERDS in the fields
LEADER: “In the fields outside Bethlehem, some SHEPHERDS (pause) were still awake. They were keeping watch over their flocks of sheep. 

“If you were going to announce something as huge as the birth of the Savior, you’d probably expect to tell it first to some big, important kings or other leaders. But that’s not what God did. God chose to tell the good news about Jesus first to these regular, ordinary SHEPHERDS. (Pause.)
“The SHEPHERDS (pause) were likely all huddled around the fire, trying to stay warm, trying to stay awake. Perhaps they were even dozing off. Suddenly, they saw a brilliant ANGEL (pause) from God! The SHEPHERDS (pause) were terrified of the ANGEL. (Pause.) 

“But the ANGEL (pause) said to them . . .
Open the Bible to Luke 2:10-12 (NIrV) and read.

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news. It will bring great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Here is how you will know I am telling you the truth. You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.”
THE ANGELS SANG
LEADER: “The SHEPHERDS (pause) were still trying to understand this mind-blowing news from the ANGEL (pause) when an entire CHOIR of ANGELS (pause) appeared! The entire sky lit up as the ANGELS (pause) sang for joy.

“They praised God and said . . .
Open the Bible to Luke 2:14 (NIrV) and read.

“May glory be given to God in the highest heaven! And may peace be given to those he is pleased with on earth!

“Then, just as swiftly as they had arrived, the ANGELS (pause) left. The night was dark and still again. But you can bet those SHEPHERDS (pause) were WIDE AWAKE.”
THE SHEPheRDS RAN
LEADER: “Do you know what the SHEPHERDS (pause) did next? Let’s find out.
Open the Bible to Luke 2:15 (NIrV) and read.

“The SHEPHERDS (pause) said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’
“The SHEPHERDS (pause) took off across the fields and found the place where Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were staying. The SHEPHERDS (pause) were filled with joy because of what they had seen. They went out and shared the news with everyone they met! They explained what the ANGEL (pause) had said about the child—that He was the Savior everyone had been waiting for!”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “It’s pretty cool how God could have chosen anyone to hear the good news about Jesus. But God chose to send the ANGEL (pause) to some SHEPHERDS (pause)—ordinary people like you and me. God didn’t just send Jesus for people who are rich or famous. Jesus came for EVERYONE—including us today!
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “The good news is for everyone.
“Okay, we can stop doing the thing now with the cue words. That part is over. Here, let’s try it out one last time. Shepherd. (Pause.) Angel. (Pause.) Nice! Let’s pray and thank God for sending Jesus for everyone!”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be the Savior of the world. Jesus’ birth is such a big deal that we don’t want to keep it to ourselves because it’s good news for everyone! Help us be brave and bold in sharing the news about Jesus, just like the shepherds were. Help us show others, with our thoughts and actions, that Jesus is the greatest gift we’ve ever received. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “I just love this part of the Christmas story. Don’t you?

“The shepherds were the first ones to find out about Jesus—even though they weren’t considered all that important.
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 4 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“That just goes to show that Jesus came for ALL of us. He came to be the Savior of the world!
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “The good news is for everyone. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “The good news is for everyone.”
LEADER: “That’s right! And you know what that means? It means Jesus came to Earth for YOU. When Jesus grew up, He showed us what God is like. He showed us how to love God and love others. And then He laid down His life to fix the problem of sin and brokenness in the world. When God raised Jesus to life, He defeated death, once and for all. Now anyone who chooses to follow Jesus can be with God forever. You, me, anyone, anywhere across time—we can have a relationship with God that will never end.

“So we should share the good news about Jesus. We can share by telling but also by showing love and treating others the way Jesus did. It all comes down to something we say a lot here at [your environment’s name]: [Basic Truth] I should treat others the way I want to be treated. We’d want to hear the good news if we’d never heard it before, so we should share it with others! 

“There is so much more fun ahead as we celebrate Jesus, God’s greatest gift. So let’s head over to Small Group!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy Christmas music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Lots of little toys and packaged candy (fruit, non-allergy)
· Extra toys and candy, separate from the plastic-wrapped ball
· Several rolls of plastic wrap (name brand; bonus points if it’s red or green!)
· Week 4 Timeline Image printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat Christmas music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun Christmas music to use during the game
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide
· Week 4 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 4 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Purchase several small toys and candy to include in the ball of plastic wrap—such as candy canes, lip gloss or lip balm, fun socks or gloves, gift cards, small toys from dollar bins, etc. Begin the ball by wrapping up the best prize you have. Then continue wrapping and putting the toys and candy on each layer of plastic wrap as you go. Name-brand plastic wrap is recommended so that it’s more certain to stick. You will most likely need two to three rolls of wrap.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects
· “Angels We Have Heard on High” from A Fancy Yancy Christmas
· “Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Go Tell It” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Printed script in a binder (optional)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· If you’d like, print the script and put it in a black binder or other non-distracting folder. It can be helpful to read the story from the script (while still making eye contact with the kids). That way you’ll only say the cue words when you expect them so you can keep the story moving without excessive distractions.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 seconds, 60 seconds, and 5 minutes)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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