252 Kids


 December 2022 • Week 3
The Big Give: Get wrapped up in Christmas


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—December 2022, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: The Greatest Gift (Jesus Is Born) • Luke 2:1-7
Today’s Bottom Line: Jesus is the greatest gift.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Joy to the World (Glory to the King)” from Joy to the World (Glory to the King) single and “Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Traffic Jam
Application Activity: Candy Cane Pick-Up
Memory Verse Activity: The Greatest Gift
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: The Greatest Gift (Jesus Is Born) • Luke 2:1-7
Today’s Bottom Line: Jesus is the greatest gift.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy Christmas music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying the large prop box with wrapping supplies.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Merrrrrrry Christmas, everyone! I know Christmas Day is technically still a week away, but it FEELS like Christmas, doesn’t it? Besides, Christmas is more than just a day—it’s a SEASON! 
“There’s so much to love about Christmas time, but THIS is the reason for all the celebration.
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Christmas is about celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift!
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“One of the reasons we give gifts at Christmas is to remember that Jesus came to be the greatest gift we could ever receive.
“Now, we’ve been working on our wrapping skills this month, and I’ve got a real doozy of a wrapping job for you today! Let’s split into teams, and I’ll pick two volunteers who don’t mind getting a little ‘wrapped up.’
Divide the room into two groups, making sure the kids are evenly dispersed by ages in the groups. Pick one kid from each group who will get wrapped up. (These should be older kids who you know can handle being the center of attention.)
“Now that you have your groups, here’s your challenge. I want you to use the supplies in this box to wrap up your teammate before time runs out. Get that paper wrapped tightly, and be sure to use tape to hold it in place. Just make sure you don’t wrap above their shoulders. And don’t forget the ribbons, too! Any questions?

Give each group their half of the supplies.

“Time to wrap! Let’s get one minute on the clock. Three . . . two . . . one . . . go!

AUDIO: Fun Christmas music
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (60-second version)
If you’re not using a screen countdown, set a 60-second timer on your phone.

Offer guidance as the kids are wrapping their teammates. Make sure they’re being safe and not too rough. 
“All right, STOP! Hands in the air!
Have the kids all sit down, and bring the wrapped kids up front where everyone can see them well. Walk around and examine the wrapping job.

“This is mighty impressive. But now it’s time to see who REALLY did the best job of wrapping. Because now is when this game gets REALLY fun. (to the two wrapped kids) [Kids’ names], let’s see which of you can get UN-wrapped the fastest. When I say ‘Go,’ you’ll try to bust out of your wrapping and tear off all the paper and tape completely. The first person to be completely unwrapped is the winner!

“Time to unwrap! Three . . . two . . . one . . . go!

AUDIO: Fun Christmas music
Comment on the action as the kids unwrap themselves. (This probably won’t take very long!)
Get the kids to help you clean up the wrapping paper afterward.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

“That was some seriously impressive wrapping—and unwrapping! Now let’s keep getting wrapped up in Christmas as we sing and worship God. Everyone on your feet!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “It must have been such an amazing sight when the angel told the shepherds about Jesus. Do you remember what the angel said to them? It’s in Luke 2:11, our memory verse for this month.” Let’s all say it together!

SLIDE: Memory Verse
LEADER and KIDS: “‘Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord.’” (Luke 2:11, NIrV)
LEADER: “Let’s celebrate, because the joy that Jesus brought to the world is with us now! Sing with me.
AUDIO: “Joy to the World (Glory to the King)” / track 1 from Joy to the World (Glory to the King) single
“Before we keep worshipping, have a seat and check out this video.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“The good news about Jesus’ birth is SO good that we should share it with others. We can tell people how amazing it is that Jesus, God’s Son, was born to save the world. We can share Jesus’ love with the way we treat others, too. Let’s stand and sing and share the good news that Jesus is born!
AUDIO: “Go Tell It” / track 1 from Go Tell It single
Optional Video (Media Package): “Go Tell It” Dance Moves Music Video
“That was so fun! Great singing, everyone. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
Leader starts by putting on the apron and baker’s hat, then pulling the cookie decorating items out of the box. If needed, the Leader can place the printed script on the table for reference.

LEADER: “Welcome to the [your environment’s name] baking show! I’ve always wanted to have my own baking show. So I figured, what better time to do it than today? I thought I could tell the story of Jesus’ birth by decorating some Christmas cookies.
Hold up the undecorated Mary cookie.
“I’ll get started with Mary while we remember where we’ve been so far.

Begin decorating the Mary cookie throughout this next section. (Make sure to make eye contact with the kids from time to time as well.)
“We’ve seen how, way back in the beginning, God made an amazing world. When people turned away from God, the world was broken. But God made a plan to bless the whole world through the Israelites.
“Over and over again, God’s people kept turning away from God. Things got so bad that eventually, other nations invaded and captured the Israelites. The people must have wondered if God still loved them and had a plan for them. And God DID have a plan. God spoke through people called prophets, who told of the Savior who was to come. 
“And when the time was right, God sent an angel to a young woman named Mary.
Hold up the finished Mary cookie to show the kids, then put it against the backdrop. 

“The angel told Mary that she would have a very special baby!”
the CENSUS
During this section, decorate the Joseph cookie. 

LEADER: “At this time, the Jewish people were living under Roman rule. The Roman leader, Caesar Augustus, commanded that everyone should be counted so they could pay taxes. That meant everyone had to go to their hometown to be listed.
“In Nazareth, there was a man who was engaged to marry Mary. He was a carpenter named Joseph.
Hold up the finished Joseph cookie, then place it against the backdrop. 

During this section, decorate the angel cookie. 

“Both Joseph and Mary had been born into the family line of King David. So they would have to make the week-long journey to Bethlehem, the Town of David, in order to be counted. This was more than a little inconvenient, as Mary was already pregnant—with a baby whose birth had been announced by an angel! 
Hold up the finished angel cookie, then place it against the backdrop.

“Do you remember what the angel said to Mary?
Open the Bible to Luke 1:31-32 (NIrV) and read.
“You will become pregnant and give birth to a son. You must call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God.”
Set down the Bible. 
During this next section, decorate the animal(s) and Baby Jesus cookies.
THE JOURNEY
LEADER: “The trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem was about 70 miles, which would have taken a whole WEEK for Joseph and Mary to travel on foot or by donkey.

“When they finally arrived in Bethlehem, they found that lots of other people had come to be counted as well. There was no guest room where Joseph and Mary could stay. They finally found a place . . . with the animals.”
Hold up the finished animal cookie(s) then place them against the backdrop.

THE BIRTH
LEADER: “While Mary and Joseph were there in Bethlehem, the time came for the baby to be born. They named Him Jesus, just as the angel had said.

Hold up the finished Baby Jesus cookie, then place it against the backdrop (between Joseph and Mary).

During this next section, decorate the cross cookie.

“Mary wrapped Jesus in strips of cloth to keep Him warm and cozy. There was no crib or cradle, so she placed him in a manger—the feeding trough for the animals. God’s Son, the best gift ever, came into the world in the most unexpected way!”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “No one understood it then, but this tiny baby would grow up to teach, heal, and show people what God is like. And then Jesus would choose to lay down His life and die on a cross—for you and me and the whole world.

Hold up the finished cross cookie and then place it against the backdrop.
“Because of Jesus, we can have a relationship with God that will last forever! 

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Jesus is the greatest gift.
“Let’s thank God for the gift of Jesus!”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You so much for sending Jesus to be our Savior! The fact that You would send Your Only Son to die for us . . . it’s the MOST incredible gift! As we celebrate Christmas, help us remember that Jesus came to be our Savior. In the midst of the presents, the food, the lights, and the carols, let our minds always return to that baby born in the manger, sent to be a gift for each of us. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Wow. It’s so easy this time of year to get caught up in things like the presents we want or the traditions we look forward to year after year. And those things are SO great! But in the middle of it all, we need to remember the most important gift.

Hold up the Baby Jesus cookie.

“When the time was right, God sent Jesus to the world as a baby. Jesus was born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger.

SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 3 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“Jesus grew up to heal people, teach people, and eventually give His life on a cross for you and for me.
Hold up the cross cookie.

“Jesus is the greatest, most important gift we could receive. When we put our trust in Jesus, we have a relationship with God that will last forever!
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Jesus is the greatest gift. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Jesus is the greatest gift.”
LEADER: “So this week, as you’re celebrating Christmas, find a few quiet moments and thank God for the amazing gift of Jesus.
“In Small Group, you’ll get to talk some more about how Jesus is the greatest gift of all. In fact, you can head that way now!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy Christmas music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Two kid volunteers
· Box(es) full of wrapping supplies including:
· Giant rolls of Christmas wrapping paper

· Safety scissors

· Tape

· Ribbons and bows

· Leader’s phone

· Week 3 Timeline Image printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat Christmas music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun Christmas music to use during the game
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide
· Week 3 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 3 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· Optional: Download a countdown video from a royalty-free site. Load it into your presentation software and have it ready to play during the Opener. You could also keep time on a smartphone or watch. Note: Some presentation software such as ProPresenter® have a countdown clock built into the program that you can overlay on a still image. 
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Put all the supplies in a giant box or pre-divide the supplies into two boxes.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Joy to the World (Glory to the King)” from Joy to the World (Glory to the King) single
· “Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single
Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Go Tell It” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Adult or student helper(s), if needed
· Bible
· Table
· Apron (Christmas apron if possible!) and baker’s hat (optional)
· Printed script for reference (optional)
· Pre-made, undecorated sugar cookies: Mary, Joseph, angel, animal(s), Baby Jesus, and cross (see “What You Do”)
· Various colors of icing in bowls, knives or spatulas, etc. to ice the cookies

· Backdrop for the cookie display (see “What You Do”)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Buy or make sugar cookies in the shapes listed above. Affordable cookie cutters are available here: https://bit.ly/3NSLyq7 and https://bit.ly/3N0cWC8. If possible, chill the cookie dough before cutting the shapes, then bake them immediately in a pre-heated oven. This will help the cookies retain their shape.
· Because you’ll need to decorate the cookies quickly as you tell the story (and also concentrate on what you’re saying), plan to use just one color of icing per cookie.
· You may want to print a copy of the script so you can read much of it instead of trying to do two tasks at once. Or you could get a helper to do the decorating while you tell the story (maybe one or both of the helpers from the opening game).
· Create some sort of backdrop to display the cookies as you finish them. It can be as simple as a cookie sheet lined up against something heavy like books, and draped in a white or black cloth. Ideally, have this backdrop set up already on the table before Large Group starts.

· For a fun giveaway, you could give some of the nativity or cross-shaped, undecorated cookies to the kids at the end of the service along with a decorating kit so they can decorate their own cookies at home.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts and a Communicator invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 seconds, 60 seconds, and 5 minutes)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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