252 Kids


 December 2022 • Week 1
The Big Give: Get wrapped up in Christmas


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—December 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Jesus Is Promised) • Isaiah 9:6-7
Today’s Bottom Line: God always has a plan.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single and “Greatest Gift (Remix)” from Greatest Gift (Remix) single)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: This One’s for You!
Application Activity: A Sweet Plan
Memory Verse Activity: Noel! No “L”!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Jesus Is Promised) • Isaiah 9:6-7
Today’s Bottom Line: God always has a plan.

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy Christmas music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying the large box with wrapped presents inside.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, everyone! Or should I say, ‘Merry Christmas!’ I know, it may be early in December, but this month is all about Christmas here at [your environment’s name]!
“There are SO many fun things to love about this time of year. But the real reason we celebrate is this.
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Christmas is about celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift.

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“That’s why I like to get wrapped up in Christmas—all of it! The carols, the lights, and yes, even the presents!
Set the box down on the table and pull out one of the wrapped items.
“Because it all comes back to celebrating the greatest gift EVER, Jesus!
“Since we’re talking about being wrapped up in Christmas, I’ve got some wrapped gifts that we can use for a game. These are actually items I’ve taken from around this room. As I pull each one out, you can raise your hand if you think you know what it is. I’ll take guesses for about 30 seconds. Then I’ll call up a volunteer to unwrap the item, and we’ll see who got it right! Let’s get started. Who thinks they know what this is?

You can rotate the item around but don’t allow the kids to touch it or hold it. Then allow kids to raise their hands and guess what they think it is. If answers start to repeat or dwindle, end the guessing part and bring up a kid to unwrap the present and reveal what it is.
Move on to the next item and so on until all items are revealed.
“That was a fun challenge! Now it’s time for us to sing some songs and dance together as we celebrate Christmas and Jesus—God’s greatest gift!
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we sing, let’s check out this video together.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“Jesus is God’s greatest gift to us. That’s what we celebrate at Christmas time. Now we can tell everyone the good news that Jesus came to be our Savior! Sing this with me.
AUDIO: “Go Tell It” / track 1 from Go Tell It single
Optional Video (Media Package): “Go Tell It” Dance Moves Music Video
“God sent Jesus to be our Savior because God loves us all so much! It’s just like the angel said on that special night . . . 

SLIDE: Memory Verse
“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. (Luke 2:11, NIrV)

“Let’s celebrate that great news!
AUDIO: “Greatest Gift (Remix)” / track 1 from Greatest Gift (Remix) single
“I love celebrating Christmas and the gift of Jesus with all of you. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “We’ve spent the last few months going through the Bible from the very beginning. (Hold up Bible.) Today, we’re in the 23rd book of the Old Testament: Isaiah. Let’s look back at where we’ve been so far.
If you’re using a Bible timeline on your wall, you can reference it here as you recap.
“In the beginning, out of love, God made an amazing world! But when people turned away from God, the world was broken. Still, God had a plan to bless the whole world through Abraham’s family, the Israelites.
“Unfortunately, the people kept turning away from God—over and over again. After King David’s son Solomon’s rule ended, the kingdom of Israel was split into two nations.
“God spoke through prophets who encouraged the people to turn their hearts back to God. These prophets also told the people about the Rescuer God would send. One of the prophets who spoke about this Rescuer was a man named Isaiah.”
the promise of a Savior
LEADER: “Get this—Isaiah lived more than 700 YEARS before Jesus! And the name Isaiah actually means ‘the Lord saves us.’ It’s pretty cool that Isaiah’s name pointed to God’s plan to save the Israelites—and the whole world!

“God called Isaiah to share God’s words with the people. When Isaiah saw a vision of God, he heard God’s voice saying, ‘Who will I send?’ Isaiah spoke up and said, ‘Here I am. Send me!’ (Isaiah 6:8, NIrV)

“Isaiah lived during a time when the northern kingdom of Judah had been attacked and conquered by the Assyrians. Isaiah knew that it was only a matter of time before the Assyrians took over the southern kingdom of Israel, too.
“Isaiah served as an adviser to the king. But many of the messages he shared also spoke about a time far in the future—a time when God would send another King who would rescue God’s people forever. Let’s see what God said through Isaiah in Isaiah, chapter 9. Who would like to read it for us?”
Open the Bible to Isaiah 9:2 (NIrV) and hand it to a kid to read.

KID: “The people who are now living in darkness
will see a great light.

They are now living in a very dark land.
But a light will shine on them.” (NIrV)
Note: If the kid has trouble reading or speaks softly, take the time to re-read the passage so everyone can hear it.

STORYTELLER: “Thanks, [kid’s name]. That light Isaiah was writing about wasn’t an actual light. It was a person—a Savior. And that Savior, that Rescuer, would come in the most unusual, unexpected way. Let’s see what else God said through Isaiah.”
Open the Bible to Isaiah 9:6 (NIrV) and hand it to a kid to read.

KID: “A child will be born to us.
A son will be given to us.

He will rule over us.

“And he will be called
Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God.
He will also be called Father Who Lives Forever
and Prince Who Brings Peace.” (NIrV)
Again, If the kid has trouble reading or speaks softly, take the time to re-read the passage so everyone can hear it.

LEADER: “Thanks, [kid’s name]. Isaiah wrote that the Savior would come . . . as a baby. Now remember, Isaiah wrote this over 700 years before Jesus was born!”
Walk to the table with the four scrolls.

wonderful adviser, mighty God
LEADER: “[Kid’s name] just shared some pretty amazing words about what the Savior would be like. Let’s take a closer look at those together. Can I have a volunteer come up and unwrap our first scroll?
Bring up a volunteer and show them how to pull on the ribbon to unfurl the scroll. If needed, you can tape the bottom part so it doesn’t curl back up. (The scroll should stay visible when you hang it up.) Then send the volunteer back to their seat.

“Let’s see what this says. ‘Wonderful Adviser!’ 

Place the “Thinking Face” emoji on the bottom of the scroll.

“You know, that sounds like what Jesus did for the people who followed Him. It’s still true for us today. When we aren’t sure what to do, Jesus directs and guides us. He knows exactly what we need, even when we face the most difficult challenges. We can read what He said all those years ago and discover how we can respond here and now. Jesus can lead us in the right direction. Can you think of some situations where you might need Jesus’ help to [Basic Truth] make the wise choice?
Allow the kids to suggest a few ideas. Write some key words on the scroll, under “Wonderful Adviser” and above the emoji.

“Those are great examples. When we allow Jesus and what He said and did to guide us, we can feel secure and at peace with our decisions.

Place the “Relieved” emoji on the bottom of the scroll, next to the “Thinking Face.”
“But that’s not all that Isaiah said about the Rescuer. Who wants to come unwrap the second scroll?

Bring up a volunteer and allow them to unwrap the second scroll. Then send the volunteer back to their seat.

“Mighty God! The Rescuer would be stronger and more powerful than any king on Earth. 
Place the “Flexed Biceps” emoji at the bottom of the scroll.

“That sounds like Jesus, too! Just think of the amazing things that Jesus did. He made blind people see, and He healed people of all kinds of sickness. He turned one small meal of bread and fish into a feast for thousands of people. And when Jesus spoke to a storm, it listened and stopped right away! What are some times when it would help you to know that Jesus is our Mighty God?
Allow the kids to suggest a few ideas and write some key words on the scroll under “Mighty God.”
“Thank you for sharing those good examples. We can stay strong because we know we have a Mighty God in our Savior, Jesus!”
Everlasting father, Prince of Peace
LEADER: “Isaiah had more to say about the Rescuer. Who wants to come unwrap the third scroll?

Bring up a volunteer and allow them to unwrap the third scroll. Then send the volunteer back to their seat.

“Father Who Lives Forever! Interesting. Well, Jesus and God are one. (Interlock your fingers together.) Jesus will live and reign forever. He was with God in the beginning, and He will never leave us. Like a good Father, He provides everything that we need. He always wants to spend time with us, and He LOVES us, even before we do anything for Him. Jesus is always, ALWAYS with us.
Place the “Smiling Face with Heart Eyes” emoji at the bottom of the scroll.

“What are some ways that Jesus shows us that He loves us?
Allow the kids to suggest a few ideas and write some key words on the scroll under “Father Who Lives Forever.”
“That’s so encouraging to hear those examples of Jesus as our Father Who Lives Forever. It makes me feel so loved!

“There was one more name that Isaiah gave to the Rescuer. Let’s see what it was. Who wants to unwrap our last scroll?

Bring up a volunteer and allow them to unwrap the last scroll. Then send the volunteer back to their seat.

“Prince Who Brings Peace. Yep, that’s Jesus, too! When Jesus laid down His life for us—and rose again—He made peace between people and God. 
Place the crown emoji at the bottom of the scroll.

“When we believe in Jesus and follow Him, our relationship with God is restored. We can have life forever with God! In Jesus, everything broken will be made whole. How does it make you feel to know that Jesus brings peace?
Allow the kids to suggest a few ideas and write some key words on the scroll under “Prince Who Brings Peace.”
“I love hearing about the peace that Jesus brings!

“Isaiah wasn’t finished describing the Rescuer who God would send to the world. Let’s see what else he said.”
Open the Bible to Isaiah 9:7 (NIrV) and hand it to a kid to read.

KID: “There will be no limit to how great his authority is.
The peace he brings will never end.
He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom.

He will make the kingdom strong and secure.

“His rule will be based on what is fair and right.
It will last forever.
The Lord’s great love will make sure that happens.
He rules over all.” (NIrV)
Again, If the kid has trouble reading or speaks softly, take the time to re-read the passage so everyone can hear it.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “That’s great. Thanks, [kid’s name]. From the very beginning, God had a plan to rescue the Israelites. God had a plan to send Jesus, the greatest gift of all. Even when things seemed dark and hopeless, God was making a way—not just for the Jewish people—but for all of us to be saved. 

“Remember . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God always has a plan.
“And because we know that, we [Basic Truth] can trust God no matter what. We know that we can trust God’s plan, too! Let’s pray and thank God for that.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior, to be our Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God, our Father Who Lives Forever, and our Prince of Peace. We know that we can trust You and Your plan, and we are so thankful! As we enter the busyness of the Christmas season, please help each of us remember that You love us and You have a good plan for us. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “God had a plan to help the Israelites and send Jesus to be our Savior. We can see God’s plan at work in the stories in the Bible and especially when we see how Isaiah wrote about the Rescuer who was to come.
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 1 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“We can see how everything in God’s Big Story led up to the birth of Jesus, the Savior. The truth is, God is ALWAYS at work, even when we don’t see it!

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God always has a plan. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God always has a plan.”
LEADER: “So when things don’t make sense and you’re not sure what to do . . . 
Move back to the scrolls and point to each one.

“Remember that Jesus is the One God promised to rescue us. He is our Wonderful Adviser and our Mighty God. He is our Father Who Lives Forever and the Prince Who Brings Peace!
“Because of all this, you can trust that God has a plan to make things right in the end. Let’s head over to Small Group and talk more about God’s good plan!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy Christmas music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Table

· Christmas wrapping supplies

· Large prop box containing five to seven differently shaped items wrapped in Christmas paper (see “What You Do”)

· Week 1 Timeline Image, printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat Christmas music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide
· Week 1 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 1 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. Note: Legally a song belongs to the songwriter/composer who created it and the publisher who markets it. Performance rights organizations (PROs) license public performances (live or recorded) of their members’ music. Usually, but not always, PROs give general permission for performances in worship services. We recommend you obtain permission from the PRO representing the song or the publisher of the song you wish to play. PROs in the U.S. are ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC. For a list of PROs in your part of the world: www.iamusic.com. Look at the copyright on the CD or sheet music to discover the PRO or publisher of the song. It is up to you to make sure your church has permission to perform or play a recording of a song.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Pick five to seven items from around your Large Group room that you can wrap in Christmas paper. Try to pick objects of varying shapes and sizes so that they’re fun for the kids to guess. Don’t place them in boxes but instead wrap them as-is, as best as you can. You can also include some items with fun shapes from your own home or from the dollar store.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Go Tell It” from Go Tell It single
· “Greatest Gift (Remix)” from Greatest Gift (Remix) single
Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Go Tell It” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use. Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license to perform worship music from Christian Copyright Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It covers over 200,000 worship songs for congregational singing. You are responsible for including the copyright information on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice, and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can create a separate slide detailing this information, but the copyright information must appear at least once for each song you play or perform. For example:

“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe

©2000 Good Music Co.

CCLI License # 0000
· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Kid readers
· Bible
· Supplies to make four scrolls (see “What You Do”):
· Paper (brown kraft paper is recommended, but white paper can be taped end-to-end)

· Eight dowels

· Strong glue

· Four red ribbons

· Tape

· Marker

· “Bible Story Emojis” printed from the LG Assets PDF
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Bible Story Emojis (printable)
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Make four long scrolls (the longer the better for dramatic effect). A tutorial can be found here: https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Scroll. On each of the scrolls, write one of the descriptions of Jesus (Wonderful Adviser, Mighty God, Father Who Lives Forever, and Prince Who Brings Peace). Leave space below that for writing examples/key words, and also to attach the printed emojis. Roll up the scrolls and secure with a ribbon. Figure out where and how you will hang the scrolls so that they stay visible during the story.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 seconds, 60 seconds, and 5 minutes)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
Supplemental Resources

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

MONTHLY WIDGET*: The Big Give Christmas Ornament
Each month, we offer a unique item that helps kids and families apply what they’re learning at home. Available at Store.ThinkOrange.com.
*widg·et [wij-it] –noun
1. Something unspecific whose name is either forgotten or not known.
2. A device that is very useful for a particular job

Origin: 1925–30; perhaps an alternative form of gadget

This collectible wooden ornament will give families a fun way to remember that Jesus is God’s greatest gift! The 2022-exclusive design matches the artwork of our 252 Kids curriculum and includes the reference for our December memory verse, Luke 2:11. Measuring 4 inches high by 3 1/8 inches wide and including a red ribbon, it’s perfectly sized to hang on any Christmas tree.
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