252 Kids			 November 2022 • Week 4
Stand: Don’t face your fears alone			Small Group • K-5 • Starter
Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2022, Week 4

Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Stand Up (Esther) • Esther
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.
Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK162][bookmark: OLE_LINK163][bookmark: OLE_LINK73][bookmark: OLE_LINK74]PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer

SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Action Heroes!
Application Activity: Super Small
Memory Verse Activity: Goblets of Greatness!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)

Today’s Bible Story: Stand Up (Esther) • Esther
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.
Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Most kids will not ever feel “ready” to take on something big or new. Pray for your few to have courage to do big things even when they don’t feel ready. Pray that they would feel the Holy Spirit’s help as they do what they should do. 


1. Early Arriver
[bookmark: _Hlk41803585]Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group

What You Need: “Princess Trivia” Activity Page, scrap paper, pencil, and offering container.

What You Do: 
Welcome kids to Small Group.
Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
Divide your group into teams.
Assign kids to a team as they arrive. 
Using the “Princess Trivia” Activity Page, ask both teams a question.
Invite the kids to vote after each question on whether the statement is describing a Real Princess or Pretend Princess.
The correct vote gets a point. 
Keep track of points on scrap paper or ask a kid who doesn’t want to play to be scorekeeper. 
At the end of the game, congratulate the winning team. 
Ask, “Who is the most courageous woman you know or have ever heard of? Why?”


2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group

What You Need: beanbag or other small object and timer or timer app

What You Do:
Gather the group in a circle.
Give one kid the beanbag. 
Set the timer for 30 seconds, but don’t tell the group how much time is on it.
Direct the kids to pass the beanbag around or across the circle by gently tossing it. 
When the timer sounds, the kid holding the beanbag is out for the round. 
Play several rounds, setting the timer at random times. 

What You Say:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]“You didn’t want to get caught with the beanbag, but you never knew when that timer would go off! You were tossing the beanbag, batting it around, doing all kinds of crazy things like (name any “off limits” behavior kids may have done when caught up in the moment). It’s hard to do the right thing when you don’t know what’s going to happen any second. [Transition] Let’s go hear about someone who had to do something really brave, even when she had no idea what would happen afterwards.” 

Lead your group to the Large Group area.



GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)

1. Action Heroes! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: “Action Heroes! Directions” Activity Page

What You Do:
Direct the kids to move into your Small Group space like they’re going to play “Simon Says.” (You stand on one side of the room while they stand shoulder-to-shoulder on the other.)
Guide the kids to spread out from each other on the line so they have room to move. 
Instruct the group to make their best “Action Move” when you call it out.
One by one, call out the moves on the “Action Heroes! Directions” Activity Page.
If time allows, repeat some of the directions as combinations (like jumping and kicking) to test kids’ Action Moves memory! 
Settle the group in a circle for discussion. 

What You Say:
“These were some pretty fierce action moves! I bet you’d feel brave pulling off one of these in a tough situation! A bully on the playground won’t know what’s coming when you KAPOW break through a wall to tell them to stop. You have to get something from the car outside when it’s dark and you just activate STEALTH MODE and creep invisibly towards it, avoiding the neighbor’s scary dog. These moves would be awesome in real life!

“But that’s not what courage looks like in real life, is it? Queen Esther in our Bible story did NONE of these moves, that we know of. Her real-life action moves were walking across a hallway, holding a dinner party, and talking to her husband.

“The thing with big action moves is you KNOW what will happen next—smashed doors, recovered treasure, mission accomplished. But with these small acts of courage—walking to the king, speaking up on behalf of her people—Queen Esther had no idea what would happen. Maybe she’d be sent to the dungeon for disturbing the king. Maybe he wouldn’t believe her when she told him about Haman’s plot. 

“You might not be able to pull off the big action hero moves in real life, but just like Queen Esther, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen. What’s one small, Queen-Esther-like courageous move you could do this week?” (Invite conversation—talk to someone who looks lonely even if you’re nervous, invite someone to your church’s Christmas services, make a holiday card for a teacher who’s not too popular or who doesn’t seem to like you, ask to help in the kitchen even if you’re not sure how to do everything right, etc.)
 

*2. Super Small 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group

What You Need: Small object and blindfolds or bandannas

What You Do:
Ask for a volunteer to begin the game. 
Blindfold that kid.
Silently hide the small object somewhere around the room. (Since the kid is blindfolded, it’s okay if “hiding” the object is putting it on a table, under a chair, etc. It doesn’t have to be too hidden.)
Once the object is hidden, instruct the kid to start walking around, searching for the object. 
Instruct the other kids to get out of their way and help the kid who is blindfolded navigate around any obstacles in the room. 
When the kid is close to the hidden object, direct the rest of the group to tell them they’re “warmer.” 
When the kid is moving away from the object, direct the rest of the group to call out, “Colder.” 
Once the kid finds the object, take off their blindfold. 
Help another kid put on a blindfold while the first kid hides the object again.
Play as many rounds as you have kids willing to be blindfolded! 

What You Say:
“This game took courage! You knew what to do, you knew what you were looking for, but you didn’t know exactly what would happen or when you’d find the [object’s name]. 

“We usually know the right thing to do—stand up for others, help people in need, work toward friendship even in challenging circumstances, ask for forgiveness, and forgive others. But it’s what happens AFTER that right thing that is the big unknown. Will you find a reward—a new friendship, a peaceful playground, a good understanding with a teacher or classmate—or something not pleasant?

“Sometimes doing the right thing could have scary consequences. Your friend could reject you, you could get made fun of by a bully, or your teacher could misunderstand you. 

“It’s difficult but you can be brave and [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.” 

[Make It Personal] (Share a time you did what was right but you were scared about the possible outcomes. Maybe a friendship was at stake or you risked your reputation at work. How did you decide to do the right thing? What happened next? Invite kids to share if they have similar stories but be sensitive to kids in difficult or traumatic situations.)


Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
How much are you willing to risk to do the right thing? 
What do you do if the right thing might cost a friendship, privileges, or getting what you want?


3. Goblets of Greatness!
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
[bookmark: _Hlk92387478]Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving

What You Need: “Verse Stickers” Activity Page; Bibles; plastic cups; and gemstone stickers, fancy stickers, markers, etc.

What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible. 
· Look up Joshua 1:9b in the Bibles using the navigation tips below.

Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Joshua” in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Joshua, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it aloud, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Joshua. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Joshua, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 1. Then slowly read the verse aloud, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.

· Give each kid a memory verse sticker.
· Set out the plastic cups and decorating materials.
· Encourage kids to put the sticker on their “goblet” and decorate it for royalty! 

What You Say:
“These fancy goblets can remind you of the queen who bravely chose to do the right thing even when she didn’t know how it would turn out. In our memory verse, God was talking to Joshua who was about to take his people into the unknown. God was preparing him to do the right thing, even though he’d be surrounded by uncertainty. 

“What are some other stories in the Bible of when someone did the right thing even without knowing what would happen? (Invite responses—David fighting Goliath, Noah building the ark, Gideon leading his army, Ruth following Naomi, Nehemiah building the wall of Jerusalem, Mary raising Jesus, Peter preaching at Pentecost, Paul traveling for the Gospel, etc.) 

“Whenever you use this goblet, remember our heroes and their courage. Remember that God will give you that same courage so [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.”


4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
[bookmark: _Hlk41743207]Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application

What You Need: Small object from “Super Small” Activity

What You Do: 
Gather the group in a circle.
Direct the kids to close their eyes and hold out their hands.
Place the object in one of the kid’s hands and say, “[Kid’s name], [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.” 
Take the object and place in another kid’s hands and repeat. 
Try not to go in circle order so kids aren’t sure when they will be given the object.
Continue until each kid has held the object and you’ve repeated the Bottom Line to them.
Close your group time in prayer.

What You Say:
“Dear God, there’s so much we don’t know about life, about the future, about what will even happen tomorrow. But we know that we want to follow You. We want to do what’s right, even with all that uncertainty. Please give us the courage we need to do what we should even when we don’t know what will happen, even when we’re afraid of what comes next. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”


As adults arrive to pick up, send kids home with the fancy goblets and make sure to tell adults that they learned about Queen Esther to help them make the connection! 


GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
Print “Princess Trivia” Activity Page on paper, one for each small group.
Offering container 
Scrap paper
Pencil

2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
Beanbag or other small object 
Timer or timer app 

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 

1. Action Heroes! 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
Print “Action Heroes! Directions” Activity Page on paper, one for each small group.

*2. Super Small 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
Small object, preferably superhero themed
Blindfolds or bandannas

3. Goblet of Greatness! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print “Verse Stickers” on Avery® #94506 labels or equivalent, one sticker for each kid. 
Plastic cups (plastic champagne flutes or cocktail glasses are best)—one for each kid
Bibles 
Gemstone stickers, fancy stickers, markers, etc. 

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
Small object from “Super Small” Activity

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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