252 Kids			 November 2022 • Week 3
Stand: Don’t face your fears alone			Small Group • K-5 • Starter
Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2022, Week 3

Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Safe and Sound (Daniel Is Thrown into a Den of Lions) • Daniel 6
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should because God is with you.
Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK162][bookmark: OLE_LINK163][bookmark: OLE_LINK73][bookmark: OLE_LINK74]PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer

SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
[bookmark: _Hlk108203654]Bible Story Review: Sneaking Up
Application Activity: Super Sight
Memory Verse Activity: Feed the Lions
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App


SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)

Today’s Bible Story: Safe and Sound (Daniel Is Thrown into a Den of Lions) • Daniel 6
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should because God is with you.
Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for the kids who are facing situations in which they need bravery. Ask God to give those kids courage to move forward in faith, knowing that God will be with them every step of the way.


1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, paper, and pencils 

What You Do: 
· Greet kids by name as they arrive.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Set out the paper and pencils.
· Invite the kids to write or draw a list of all the ways someone can be “with you,” even if they aren’t actually in the same space.
· If the kids are stuck, here are some prompts:
· on the phone
· by text
· by video chat
· on social media
· writing letters
· cheering you on
· thinking about you
· As the kids work, ask them about people in their lives who might not be with them all the time physically but are “with them” in other ways like:
· grandparents who video chat
· friends online who they’ve never met in real life
· texting out-of-state family
· heirlooms or pictures of family members who have passed away
· special piece of jewelry that they keep to remind them of a loved one


2. Opening Activity
[bookmark: _Hlk41803585]Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group

What You Need: Large die 

What You Do:
· Gather the group in a circle.
· Choose one kid to go first. 
· Direct that kid to roll the die then think of something they do that many times a day. 
· Once the kid has decided on their action, direct them to act it out for the group to guess. 
· Instruct first kid to guess the action to go next. 
· Here are some ideas for actions: 
One time a day: get in or out of bed, make bed, go to sleep, shower 
Two times a day: brush teeth, play video games, change clothes, take out trash
Three times a day: eat, set table, do dishes, sharpen pencil
Four times a day: ride in a vehicle, pay attention in class at school, practice sports 
Five times a day: use a remote control, wash hands, listen to music 
Six or more times a day: use phone or tablet, blink, breathe, walk

What You Say:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]“These are things we do every day, and we don’t usually think much about them. [Transition] Let’s go hear about a person whose daily habits ended up getting him in BIG trouble!” 

Lead your group to the Large Group area.



GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)

1. Sneaking Up
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group

What You Need: No supplies needed. 

What You Do:
· Play a game of “Red Light, Green Light.”
Direct the kids to line up at the back of your Small Group area.
Stand across the room from them.
At the start of the game, direct the kids to advance towards your side of the room when your back is turned.
Direct the kids to freeze in place when you turn to face them. 
Instruct any kid who moves while you’re facing the group to be “out” for that round.
Direct the first kid to reach you while your back is turned to become the next caller.
Instruct the rest of the group to go back to the other side of the room to begin the game again. 
Depending on how large your space is, you may want to set a rule that kids can’t run toward you or that they have to take tiny baby steps so that your game isn’t immediately over with the first step.
· Play as many rounds as time allows.

What You Say:
“Daniel in today’s story must have felt a little like this game—his enemies were always sneaking up on him! The only thing they could find that they thought he was doing wrong was that he prayed to God every day and followed God’s laws more than any others. Even after his enemies made praying to God illegal, Daniel still did what was right and prayed to God. 

“How do you think Daniel felt while he prayed when it was against the law? What do you think he prayed about? (Invite discussion.) Daniel showed a lot of courage to keep following God and doing what’s right. 

“Have you ever been afraid to do what was right? [Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate story about when you were afraid to do the right thing. Maybe you needed to speak out against something that was popular but wrong or admit to something you did wrong. Did you do the right thing or let fear keep you from speaking up?) 

“I know now, and Daniel knew then, that [Bottom Line] you can do what you should because God is with you. Everywhere that Daniel went—the king’s palace, his house to pray, even the lion’s den—God was with him. Everywhere that I have ever been or that you’ve ever been, God has been with us. When God is with us, we don’t have to be afraid of anything or anyone. God will help us make the wise choice and do what we should.”


*2. Super Sight 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
[bookmark: _Hlk92387478]Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving

What You Need: “Super Sight Journal” Activity Pages, safety scissors, and coloring materials; Optional stickers or other decorations

What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Super Sight Journal” Activity Page.
· Set out the coloring materials and optional stickers or decorations. 
· Guide the kids as they fold their Super Sight Journals into books.
Instruct everyone to cut off the “bottom” part of the Activity Page along the dotted line (the part that has the page title and printing instructions.)
Direct the kids to turn the page over so the text is on the back, and fold the paper first the “short way,” (making a vertical crease) twice in half each time. 
Then direct kids to unfold once and then fold down from the top, making a horizontal crease. 
Instruct the kids cut carefully along the fold they just made, cutting only to the middle of the page. 
Direct the kids to open their papers all the way up with words facing up and fold long ways again.
Then they can stand the papers up like a tent and push the ends together, folding the entire thing into a book format.
For visual help, check out the YouTube™ tutorial Foldable Book Instructions from itsalwaysautumn.com: https://bit.ly/3Qx8ZGR 
· Invite the kids to color and decorate the cover of their journals. 

What You Say:
“These journals are going to help us see and focus on how God is with us. Remember how we made a list earlier of all the ways someone can be ‘with us’ even if they’re not in the same exact location? 

“How can we see that God is with us here and now? (stories of God’s presence and interactions with people in the Bible, friends to remind us, Scripture and songs about God’s presence, talk to God in prayer, etc.) 

“This journal has a space for every day to write one way that you see God is with you—a Bible verse you read, a song you heard or popped into your head, a piece of creation that reminds you of God’s awesomeness, a kindness from someone, anything. 

“There’s also a space to record what you’re praying for. You can pray about the things you’re afraid of, the things you’re thankful for, the things that make you feel upset or confused or happy! 

“This will help your Super Sight so you know how to ‘see’ God with you in every situation. Then when you run into something confusing or scary, you can remember that [Bottom Line] you can do what you should because God is with you.” 


Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
When have you really felt that God was with you?
Have you ever felt like God was NOT with you?
What can you do to remind yourself that God is with you everywhere? 


3. Feed the Lions 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Prepared “lion’s mouth;” a basket or bucket; beanbags, rolled up socks, or wads of paper; and Bible

What You Do:
Set out the lion’s mouth on one side of your room.
Direct the kids to stand on the other side of the room. 
Divide your group into two teams.
Give each team beanbags or the other soft throwing objects you chose. 
Open the Bible to the memory verse, Joshua 1:9.
Direct kids to run to the lion, one-by-one, stop about three feet away, say the memory verse (for younger kids you can do some prompting from the Bible), then toss the beanbag to try to get it in the “lion’s mouth.” 
Allow each kid to have three tries.
Once a kid gets the beanbag in, direct them to run back and tag the next kid in line. 
Play until one team gets all of their members to say the verse and “feed the lion.” 

What You Say:
“The lions must have been scary! Our Bible story told us that God shut the lions’ mouths so they weren’t even hungry. God was with Daniel in the lions’ den. We know that God will be with us, too. 

“Daniel had to make the wise choice, even when there were scary consequences. There can be scary consequences in our lives, too. You might choose to ask for forgiveness and the other person isn’t kind. You might choose to speak up about a bully or unkind words on the playground, and your friends won’t play with you. You might even tell your grown-ups that you saw something online that you know isn’t right, and it might mean you end up not being allowed to play the game other people are playing.

“The writer of this verse reminds us that we can be brave and strong because we know God will never leave us, even if doing what we should takes courage. Doing the right thing isn’t always easy, but [Bottom Line] you can do what you should because God is with you.”



4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
[bookmark: _Hlk41743207]Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application

What You Need: Journals from “Super Sight” activity and pencils 

What You Do: 
· Hand each kid their Super Sight Journal and a pencil.
· Invite the kids to fill in the first page of their journals.
· Close your group time in prayer. 

What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for always being with us, whatever we face. Please help us look for ways to remember Your presence this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, send home the Super Sight Journals and ask families to make some time to work on them this week.


GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding
What You Need:
Offering container
Paper
Pencils

2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
Large die 

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.

1. Sneaking Up
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
No supplies needed.

*2. Super Sight
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
Print “Super Sight Journal” Activity Page on white paper, one book for each kid.
Scissors 
Coloring materials 
Optional stickers or other decorations 

3. Feed the Lions 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
Posterboard
Markers
Scissors
Basket or bucket
Beanbags, rolled up socks, or wads of paper
Bible
Draw a large lion’s face on the posterboard then cut out a big hole for the mouth. Set the posterboard over the basket or bucket and make sure kids can toss the beanbags through the lion’s mouth into the basket. 

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
Journals from “Super Sight” Activity
Pencils

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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