252 Kids			November 2022 • Week 2
Stand: Don’t face your fears alone			Small Group • K-5 • Starter
Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2022, Week 2

Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Whatever It Takes (David Anointed/Goliath) • 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 17:1-51
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when things seem impossible.
Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK162][bookmark: OLE_LINK163][bookmark: OLE_LINK73][bookmark: OLE_LINK74]PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer
Closer

SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
[bookmark: _Hlk108089485]Bible Story Review: Nine Feet
Application Activity: Impossible
Memory Verse Activity: Super Smart
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App


SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)

Today’s Bible Story: Whatever It Takes (David Anointed/Goliath) • 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 17:1-51
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when things seem impossible.
Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for kids who are dealing with things that seem impossible, whether it’s learning fractions at school or a parent who is terminally ill. Pray that those kids would feel God’s presence and would have the courage to face the unknown with God on their side. 


1. Early Arriver
[bookmark: _Hlk41805005]Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: “Super Tournament” Activity Page, offering container, and pencils

What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group.
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Set out the “Super Tournament” Activity Page and the pencils.
· Instruct the kids to fill out the bracket and imagine match-ups between their favorite heroes. 
Don’t necessarily talk about a “fight” between the heroes, just who is “stronger” or “faster” or “smarter,” etc. 
· When the “Super Tournament” bracket has been filled out, invite the kids to share about their choices. 
· Ask questions like: 
Is it better to be strong or fast? 
Is it better to have super powers or super gadgets? 
Is it better to fly or smash things? 


2. Opening Activity
[bookmark: _Hlk41806555]Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery

What You Need: Index cards, scissors, and tablet or smartphone

What You Do:
· Look up the Index Card Challenge on a tablet or phone beforehand and don’t show the kids. But have the video prepped for later in the activity. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTCoGj9dhTE 
· Give each kid an index card and scissors. 
· Challenge the kids to make a hole in the index card that lets them fit their whole body through the card. 
· The rules:
The card has to stay in one piece with all four sides intact.
No other materials can be used in the challenge.
· If kids have done this before, let them demonstrate. 
· If not, show the YouTube™ video and guide kids to cut their cards the way the video shows. 
Fold the index card the long way. 
Cut small slits in the folded side, not quite through the card (It should look like flaps on that side.)
Cut slits on the opposite side with the open ends. 
Cut in between the slits from the opposite side. 
Unfold the card and carefully cut through the center, not cutting all the way across on either side. 
Carefully pull the card apart—it should now be a large ring that a kid can fit through! 
· Once they finish cutting, invite the kids to carefully move their bodies through the card.

What You Say:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]“This sounded impossible, but there was a way to make it happen! [Transition] Let’s go hear about something even more impossible and how God can make anything happen.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.



GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)

1. Nine Feet 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: Measuring tape, masking tape, and plastic cups

What You Do:
· Use the measuring tape to measure nine feet up a wall in your Small Group area and mark it with masking tape.
· Set out the plastic cups.
· Challenge the kids to build a nine-foot-tall cup tower in one minute. (They most likely will not be able to do it.) 
· After the cup challenge, see if any of the kids can jump and touch the nine-foot mark on the wall. 
· Use the measuring tape to measure nine feet along the ground and mark it with masking tape. 
· Ask the kids to make a line of cups nine feet long. 
· Challenge the kids to stand along the line together and cover all nine feet.

What You Say:
“This challenge is all about perspective! Nine feet tall seems impossible to reach, but nine feet long was doable.

“Our problems seem impossible because of our perspective. Goliath was nine feet tall and a giant to David, but to God, Goliath was not that big of a guy. David was able to take on Goliath because he was looking at his problems from God’s perspective. 

“Just like David, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when things seem impossible. Whatever your nine-foot-tall problem is—whatever seems big and scary to you—is not scary to God. There are many things that seem too big for us. Parents fighting, sickness, accidents, family changes, they are definitely scary. I’m scared of a lot of those things, too. But those things are not too big for God. We can have courage when we face them because God is on our side.”

[Make It Personal] (Share a situation you’ve faced that seemed impossible—reconciling with a family member, fixing a friendship, facing an illness or a scary health situation, struggling with finances. These situations can lead to foolish choices, but when we have the courage that God can do the impossible, we can make the wise choice.)



*2. Impossible
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery

What You Need: Gloves or mittens and shoelaces

What You Do:
· Direct the kids to pair-up. (Make sure each pair has one kid who knows how to tie shoes.)
· Give each pair of kids a set of shoelaces and a pair of gloves or mittens.
· Instruct each kid on each team to put on a glove and put their other hand behind their back.
· Direct both kids to work together to try to tie a bow in the shoelaces, using one gloved hand each.
· This will be difficult and might seem impossible! 
· Tips to complete the task:
1. One kid puts their foot down on the middle of the shoelace.
2. Each kid takes one end of the lace in their hand and ties a knot by passing the ends to the other kid.
3. Each kid makes one loop of a bow.
4. Then they tie those bows together by switching them to the other kid’s hand.
· Let everyone have some time to work on their challenge. 

What You Say:
“This seemed impossible, but it wasn’t! There are times we face the impossible like staying calm when others are panicking, helping someone even if we’re scared, or trying something new. Those things are big and sometimes scary, but remember that [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when things seem impossible.

“You can bravely walk into your family’s holiday party, even if it’s noisy and you don’t remember everyone there. You can courageously carry the plates and set the table, even though it’s a lot of pressure! You can boldly stay calm when your little cousin throws a fit AND their mashed potatoes.

“The most impossible things are sometimes the smallest—saying sorry, doing a little job with confidence, keeping your cool in a noisy place, being kind when it would be easier to be mean. But you can do anything because God is with you. God will help you have courage to do the small things and the impossible big things, too.”


Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
What impossible thing are you facing lately?
How can you find the courage to face it with God’s help? 


3. Super Smart
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
[bookmark: _Hlk41803585]Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group

What You Need: “Super Smart Code” Activity Pages, Bibles, and pencils

What You Do:
Give each kid a “Super Smart Code” Activity Page, pencil, and a Bible.
Invite the kids to work together to figure out the code.
When they’ve finished, read Joshua 1:9b together out loud using the navigation tips below.

Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Joshua” in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Joshua, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it aloud, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Joshua. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Joshua, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 1. Then slowly read the verse aloud, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.

What You Say:
“This verse is from a section of biblical history when the Israelites faced the impossible—moving into the Promised Land. They were a traveling group of former slaves. They had fought against their enemies, but they’d never faced a battle like this. God spoke to Joshua and told him to be brave and trust that God was on their side. Nothing is impossible with God. 

“Whatever you’re facing, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when things seem impossible.”


4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Mittens or gloves from “Impossible” Activity and wrapped candies

What You Do: 
· Direct the kids to get in their pairs from the “Impossible” Activity.
· Set out the mittens or gloves.
· Instruct the kids to each put a glove on one hand and hold the other behind their back. 
· Give each pair two wrapped candies.
· Instruct the pairs to work together to unwrap them. Each kid can have a candy.
· As the kids eat their candy, close your group time in prayer.

What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for always giving us strength and courage! We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”


As adults arrive to pick up, invite the kids to share their memory verse from the “Super Smart Code.” Remind them that because God is with them, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when things seem impossible.


GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

1. Early Arriver
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
Print “Super Tournament” Activity Page for each kid
Offering container
Pencils

2. Opening Activity
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
Index cards—a few for each kid
Scissors 
Tablet or smartphone
· Look up the Index Card Challenge on the tablet or phone beforehand and don’t show the kids. But have the video prepped for later in the activity. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTCoGj9dhTE

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 

1. Nine Feet 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
Measuring tape
Masking tape
Plastic cups

*2. Impossible
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
Gloves or mittens—one pair for every two kids
Shoelaces—one set for every two kids

3. Super Smart
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
Print “Super Smart Code” Activity Page on paper, one for each kid.
Bibles
Pencils 

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding
What You Need:
Mittens or gloves from “Impossible” Activity
Wrapped candies—one for each kid

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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