252 Kids			 November 2022 • Week 1
Stand: Don’t face your fears alone			Small Group • K-5 • Starter
Today’s Suggested Schedule— November 2022, Week 1

Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: You Make Me Brave (Joshua and Caleb) • Numbers 13–14
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when others are afraid.
Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK162][bookmark: OLE_LINK163][bookmark: OLE_LINK73][bookmark: OLE_LINK74]PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer

SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
[bookmark: _Hlk107821879]Bible Story Review: Super Spies
Application Activity: Super Suit!
Memory Verse Activity: Super Cape
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App


SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)

Today’s Bible Story: You Make Me Brave (Joshua and Caleb) • Numbers 13–14
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when others are afraid.
Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Fear is contagious, especially when it comes to kids. Pray for God’s protection around your few as they may be facing things that are frightening or scary. Ask God to give them courage to help them be brave in the presence of others who are fearful.


1. Early Arriver
[bookmark: _Hlk41803585]Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group

What You Need: Offering container

What You Do: 
Welcome kids to Small Group with high fives and fist bumps. 
Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
As the kids arrive, start a game of “Concentration.”
Direct the kids to sit in a circle. 
Instruct the kids to watch and pay attention to what you do.
Tap your knees twice, clap twice, then snap twice. 
Keep a rhythm of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 (tap-tap, clap-clap, snap-snap)
Once kids have the tapping, clapping, and snapping down, introduce the speaking part. 
Direct one kid, in rhythm, to say a superhero name after the kids snap twice.
Instruct the kid next to them to say another superhero name after that, again in rhythm after the kids have snapped twice.
Continue around the circle, instructing each kid to share a superhero name.
If a kid breaks the rhythm, can’t think of a superhero in time, or repeats something already said, that kid is out for the round.


2. Opening Activity
[bookmark: _Hlk92387478]Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving

What You Need: Black posterboard, yellow construction paper, scissors, and masking tape

What You Do:
Set out the posterboard.
Invite the kids to cut a few basic shapes from the posterboard: two to three different sized “buildings” from each poster. 
Direct the kids to use the yellow paper to make windows.
Tape all of the “buildings” the kids created to a wall to create a cityscape.
For inspiration, see: https://i.pinimg.com/564x/1c/f8/ff/1cf8ff31198634bb40cce8b048e1b198.jpg 
Cityscape will be used in the “Super Spies” Activity.

What You Say:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]“What do you think of when you look at these buildings? (Invite kids to share.) Our city might not look exactly like this, but can you think of some places that could use a hero—someone brave enough to stand up for what’s right? (Invite conversation.) [Transition] Let’s go hear about two guys who faced a strange new land and had to decide to become heroes.” 

Lead your group to the Large Group area.



GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)

1. Super Spies
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
[bookmark: _Hlk41805005]Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: “Super Spies” and “Super Reports” Activity Pages; tape loops; cityscape from “Opening Activity”

What You Do:
Use tape loops to place the Joshua and Caleb illustration from the “Super Spies” Activity Page and the illustration of the rest of the spies from the “Super Spies” Activity Page on opposite ends of your city scape. 
Joshua and Caleb are the “Super Spies” and the rest of the spies are the “Other Guys.”
Line up the group.
Give each kid a sentence strip from the “Super Report” Activity Page with a tape loop. 
Instruct the kids to run, one at a time, to the Super City(cityscape they built) and decide if the “Super Report” goes under the “Super Spies” or the “Other Guys.”
When all of the Super Reports are on the Super City, invite the kids to decide if the Super Reports are in the correct places. 
Gather the group near the Super City for conversation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk107837418]NOTE: If you have a larger group, print two sets of the “Super Reports” Activity Page and divide the group into teams to do the activity as a relay race.

What You Say:
“It took real courage for Joshua and Caleb to not only face their own fears about the city but to encourage the rest of their community not to be afraid either. They knew something the other spies had forgotten: God was with them! God had already done so many amazing things for the Israelite people, what’s one city full of giants? God parted an entire sea for them! God fed them from literally nothing! God led them with fire and clouds. There’s nothing God can’t do, and God was the source of Caleb and Joshua’s courage.

“Have you ever been in a place where others were afraid? Maybe you were in charge of your little brother or sister when a thunderstorm started. Maybe you were watching everyone avoid a bully who was picking on a new kid. Those are scary things. 

[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate time you had to help others who were afraid. Did you keep everyone calm during an emergency at work? Have you spoken up about something that wasn’t right in your family or friend group?) 

“Just like God was with the Israelites, God is with you. God can give you the courage to stay calm, even in a storm. God can give you the courage to speak up, even when others are silent. With God’s help, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when others are afraid.”


*2. Super Suit!
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving

What You Need: “Super Suits” Activity Pages; safety scissors; tape; and markers, crayons or colored pencils

What You Do:
Give each kid the “Super Suit” Activity Pages (outline and accessories) and instruct them to cut out the superhero outline and a few accessories.
Set out the coloring materials. 
Encourage the kids to create their own Super Suits.
On each accessory and on the superhero’s clothing, invite kids to write some things that helps them be courageous like voice amplifier, calm hands, God’s strength, God’s presence, calm nerves, etc.
When they’re finished, invite the kids to share about their Super Suits. 

What You Say:
“These suits really are super! What do you have on your suit that could help you speak up when others are afraid to? (Invite responses.) What if you have to calm someone down when others are panicking? (Invite responses—calm hands, super-strength for hugs, force field, etc.) 

“There are a lot of ways [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even when others are afraid. Sometimes, courage is loud and speaks up. Sometimes courage is quiet and calms others down. 

“Joshua and Caleb had to do both. They spoke up and told Moses that they could take the city with God’s help. They tried to calm the crowd and reminded them of God’s strength and protection. You can use your super voice in different ways to do what’s right.” 


Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
Where in your life do you need courage to speak up for others and help them win? 
Where in your life do you need courage to calm someone down and keep them safe? 



3. Super Cape
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving

What You Need: Bibles; large towels, blankets, or tablecloths; and costume pieces like hats, gloves, goggles, etc.

What You Do:
Divide your group into two teams.
Give each group a towel or blanket to be the “cape.” 
Set out the other “costume” pieces.
Invite each group to create a costume from the rest of the objects. This would be a great time to take pictures! 
Open the Bible and read Joshua 1:9b out loud. 
While you’re reading, instruct the teams to hold their “hero’s” cape out and wave it like it’s in the wind and their hero is flying. 
When you stop talking, instruct the teams to freeze and keep the cape still. 
Stop and start the verse several times. 
Invite the kids to take turns dressing up as the hero if time allows. 
Gather everyone together.
Make sure each kid has a Bible.
Invite the kids to look up Joshua 1:9b together in their Bibles, using the Bible navigation tips below. 

[bookmark: _Hlk107838364]Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Joshua” in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Joshua, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it aloud, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Joshua. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Joshua, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 1. Then slowly read the verse aloud, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.

What You Say:
“Our Bible verse reminds us of the reason for our courage. God is with us everywhere and anywhere that we need to have courage and make wise choices. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should even when others are afraid because you’re never alone. 

“It might seem that other voices are really loud—like a mean kid calling names or siblings fighting. There are other loud things in our world like war and sickness and accidents. They make a lot of noise, and we might feel scared. But none of those are as strong as God. God is with us, and God’s voice is the most important. This verse reminds us that God’s voice tells us to be strong and full of courage.”


4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
[bookmark: _Hlk41743207]Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application

What You Need: Super Suits from “Super Suit!” Activity

What You Do: 
Give each kid the Super Suit they created.
Set out the pencils.
Invite kids to think of a time this week when they might need courage.
If the kids are stuck, here are some prompts.
a time to speak up for someone else
a time to help someone else keep calm
a time to encourage someone to do their best
Remind the kids that [Bottom Line] You can do what you should even when others are afraid.
Invite the kids to write what they think of on the bottom of their Super Suit page. 
Close your group time in prayer.

What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that You’re with us and will give us courage when we need it! We trust You to help us, even when others are afraid. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, send home the Super Suits. If you took pictures in the “Super Cape” Activity, show them!


GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
Offering container

2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
Black posterboards
Yellow construction paper
Scissors
Masking tape 

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.) 
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 

1. Super Spies
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
Print “Super Spies” Activity Page on paper and cut out, one for each small group. 
Print “Super Reports” Activity Page on paper and cut apart, one for each small group.
Tape
Make about thirty small tape loops with the tape.
Cityscape from “Opening Activity”
NOTE: If you have a larger group, print two sets of the “Super Reports” Activity Page and divide the group into teams to do the activity as a relay race.

*2. Super Suit! 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
Print “Super Suits” Activity Pages on paper, one set for each kid. (Kids will cut out.)
Safety scissors
Tape 
Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

3. Super Cape
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
Bibles
Two large towels, blankets, or tablecloths
Other costume pieces like hats, gloves, goggles, or random household objects

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
Super Suits from “Super Suit!” Activity
Pencils

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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