252 Kids


 November 2022 • Week 4
Stand: Don’t face your fears alone


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Stand Up (Esther) • Esther
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.

Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Over and Over” from Everything to Me and “Brave” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Action Heroes!
Application Activity: Super Small
Memory Verse Activity: Goblets of Greatness!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Stand Up (Esther) • Esther
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.

Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying the prop box. 
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, fun people! We’ve had a great month here at [your environment’s name]. We’ve faced some of our fears. We’ve found out how we can still stand tall and do what we should, even when we feel scared or uncertain. That’s what courage is all about! 
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Courage is being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid.

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“The biggest reason we can have courage is that we know we’re not standing up to our fears alone! God is with us, and we know that [Basic Truth] we can trust God no matter what.

“Speaking of standing up to our fears, I’ve got an idea for a game. And I’ve brought something that we can use to play it.
Pull out the two sets of bucket stilts.

“Does anyone know what these are? (Pause to let them respond.) These are called bucket stilts. Any idea what fear these might be associated with? (Pause to let them respond.) Yes! Fear of heights. 
Put one set of stilts in front of you. If the buckets will support your weight, try to stand on the buckets while holding the cords.
“You see, when you stand on these, you get pretty tall. And that can be a little scary. But today, you’ll need to push past any fear of heights to help your team, because we’re doing a relay race on these stilts! Raise your hand if you want to play.
Divide the kids into two even teams, unless you only have a very small group of kids, in which case, you may want to race against the clock instead.
Note: Make sure you only pick kids that are raising their hand and “opting in.” If kids don’t want to play, they can cheer for their friends instead.

Have both teams line up behind the starting line and show them the halfway line, too. Put a set of stilts in front of each team.
“When I say, ‘Go,’ the first person will get on the stilts, walk over to this line, then turn around. That part can be tricky! Then they’ll head back to their team. After they cross the starting line again, the next person in line gets the stilts, and so on. The first team to have everyone complete the race, wins!
“Is everyone ready? On your mark, get set, GO!

AUDIO: Upbeat music
Cheer for both teams. If possible, have adults walk next to the kids on the stilts to “spot” them and catch them if they start to fall over. Celebrate the winning team when the race is over.
“Amazing! I don’t know if any of you have a fear of heights, but if you do, you sure pushed through to help your team. I salute you! Such bravery! Such courage! Now let’s keep the fun going as we worship God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “It was hard to know how to walk on those stilts! Life can be like that. Sometimes it’s hard to know which way to go or which turn to take. But it helps to remember that God is with us wherever we go. God can be trusted! Let’s sing about that truth together.
AUDIO: “Over and Over” / track 8 from Everything to Me
“Before we keep singing, let’s watch this.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“We can have courage because we know that God is with us every step of the way! It’s like we read in our memory verse, Joshua 1:9. Say this with me.”
SLIDE: Memory Verse
LEADER and KIDS: “Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go.” (Joshua 1:9b, NIrV)

LEADER: “Yes! We can do what we should, no matter what we’re afraid of. We can be brave because God is with us and we’re never alone! Let’s lift our voices and worship God now.
AUDIO: “Brave” / track 7 from Everything to Me
Optional Video (Media Package): “Brave” Dance Moves Music Video
“I’m so glad that God is bigger than all of our fears. God is bigger than ANYTHING we will ever face! I love worshipping God with you. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: (Hold up Bible.) “As we keep going through God’s Big Story, today we’ve made it to the book of Esther, the 17th book of the Bible!
“Let’s recap how we got to this point.

If you’re using a Bible timeline on your wall, you can reference it here as you recap.

“God made a plan to bless the whole world through Abraham’s family, the Israelites. God rescued the Israelites from being enslaved and led them to a new land. But the people didn’t always choose to follow God. Over and over, people turned away from God and tried to live their own way. 
“Things got so bad that God allowed the Israelites to be captured by other nations. But even though the Israelites had to live in a faraway land, some of them still loved and honored God—like a young woman named Esther and her older cousin Mordecai.”
SLIDE: Story Image #1: Esther and Mordecai
ESTHER AS QUEEN
LEADER: “Years before, the Jewish people—the Israelites—had been captured and taken from Jerusalem to Babylon. But then Babylon was conquered and became part of the Persian Empire, with the city of Susa as its capital. 

“So Esther grew up in a land that was not her own. And when her parents died, her cousin Mordecai raised her as his own daughter.

“One day, a new king named Xerxes came to power in Persia. 
SLIDE: Story Image #2: King Xerxes
Hold up the king’s crown.

“Let me tell you, King Xerxes was a CHARACTER. He threw a crazy, wild party.
Put on the party hat. Blow the kazoo.

“Then he FIRED his own queen for refusing to show up!

Blow the kazoo softly, then release it slowly in a “bah-humbug” response. Take off the party hat.
“When King Xerxes finally calmed down, he realized he didn’t have a queen anymore. So he decided to look for a new one. After a year-long search through the entire kingdom, Xerxes chose Esther to be queen! 

SLIDE: Story Image #3: Esther as queen
Hold up the queen’s crown.

“Mordecai wanted to keep Esther safe, so he told her not to tell anyone that she was from a Jewish family.”
SLIDE: Story Image #2: King Xerxes
HAMAN’s Evil PLAN
LEADER: “We’ve already seen how King Xerxes didn’t bother to think much before he made his decisions. The king decided to promote an official named Haman to take charge of all the other nobles in the kingdom.
SLIDE: Story Image #4: Haman forcing others to bow
“Haman wanted to feel powerful and important. He loved to make all the other officials outside the palace bow low to him.
“But Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman. This made Haman extremely angry! Haman came up with a plan to not only punish Mordecai, but ALL the Jewish people in the country!
SLIDE: Story Image #5: Haman presenting his plan to King Xerxes 
“Haman went to King Xerxes. He asked the king to make an order to destroy the Jewish people, because they lived differently and didn’t obey the king’s laws.
“Haman said . . .
Open the Bible to Esther 3:8-9 (NIrV) and read.

“Certain people are scattered among the nations. They live in all the territories in your kingdom. They keep themselves separate from everyone else. Their practices are different from the practices of all other people. They don’t obey your laws. It really isn’t good for you to put up with them. If it pleases you, give the order to destroy them. I’ll even add 375 tons of silver to the king’s officials for the royal treasures.

“Awful, right? And get this. King Xerxes actually went through with Haman’s plan!
Hold up the rolled-up piece of paper.

“He sent a letter all over the kingdom declaring that on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, all Jewish people were to be killed.

“When Mordecai and the other Jewish people discovered this horrible news, they dressed in rough cloth and wept bitterly. 
Hold up the burlap.

SLIDE: Story Image #6: Mordecai writing to Esther
“Mordecai sent a message to Esther in the palace, telling her what Haman had done. 
Hold up the “To Esther” envelope.

“He said that she must approach the king and ask him to save her people.

“Esther was devastated. She sent a response to her cousin . . .
Hold up the “Mordecai” envelope.

“. . . and explained that no one could come before the king unless he sent for them. She could die if she approached the king, unless the king reached out his golden scepter to her. 
“Mordecai immediately wrote Esther back.
Hold up the “To Esther” envelope.

“Listen to what he said.
Open the Bible to Esther 4:14 (NIrV) and read.

“What if you don’t say anything at this time? Then help for the Jews will come from another place . . . Who knows? It’s possible that you became queen for a time just like this.

“Esther knew that Mordecai was right. She sent him one more message.
Hold up the “Mordecai” envelope.

“She asked him to gather the Jewish people together and not eat or drink anything for three days. Esther would do the same; then she would approach the king.”
SLIDE: Story Image #7: Esther about to enter the king’s hall
Esther’s brave plan
LEADER: “Esther entered the king’s hall. And to her great relief, the king reached out his golden scepter. 

SLIDE: Story Image #8: King holding out scepter
Hold up the golden scepter.

“Then the king spoke. He asked what Esther wanted. But instead of making her request right away, Esther asked the king to attend a special banquet, along with Haman.

SLIDE: Story Image #9: King Xerxes, Esther and Haman at the banquet
Hold up the white tablecloth and lay it on the table with a flourish. Set out the vase with the fake flower.

“At the banquet, King Xerxes told Esther once more that he would give her anything, up to half of his kingdom! But instead of telling him what she wanted, Esther invited the king and Haman to come to ANOTHER feast the next day. Then she would answer his question. 
Clear off the tablecloth and flower.

“The next night, King Xerxes and Haman joined Esther at a second festive meal. 

Set out the tablecloth and flower again.
“At this second feast, the king again asked Esther what she wanted. Esther took a deep breath and put it all on the line. She said . . . 
Open the Bible to Esther 7:3-4 (NIrV) and read.

“Your Majesty, I hope you will be pleased to let me live. That’s what I want. Please spare my people. That’s my appeal to you. My people and I have been sold to be destroyed. We’ve been sold to be killed and wiped out.

“The king asked who had done such a thing. When Esther told him it was Haman, Xerxes was so angry that he had Haman put to death. The king also created a new order that would allow the Jewish people to be saved!”
Hold up the rolled-up piece of paper.

SLIDE: Story Image #10: Crowd of Jewish people celebrating
Put the props away and move to the front of the stage as you wrap up.

SLIDE: Theme Background
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Esther must have been so scared to go to the king and ask him to save her people. She knew it was a big risk and that she was putting her life on the line. She truly had no idea what would happen next!

“But she also knew that she HAD to speak up. God had put her in her position as queen for that very moment, so that she could save the Jewish people from Haman’s plan.
“With God’s help, you can be courageous like Esther. You can be brave, even if you don’t know what will happen next.
“That’s what we need to remember today.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “You can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.
“Let’s pray and ask God to help us be brave.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, it’s so amazing to hear Esther’s story and think about how You protected her and all of her people! You gave her the courage to approach the king and speak up so she could put a stop to Haman’s plan. This week, please help each of us trust You and be brave enough to do what we SHOULD, even when we don’t know what will happen. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “If you’ve heard this story before, it might not seem so scary, because you knew Esther would be okay and the Jewish people would be saved. But think about it what it actually felt like for Esther when she went to speak to the king.

SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 4 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“She didn’t know how things were going to go. The king could have refused to see her. He could have accused her of lying. She could have been in real danger, and she didn’t have any idea what would actually happen!

“Esther trusted God and took a big step to try to save her people. She believed that God had made her queen for that very reason, just like Mordecai had said.

“It’s important for us to trust God and do what’s right, even when we feel scared or uncertain.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “You can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] You can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.”
LEADER: “Remember, when we believe that Jesus is God’s Son and we choose to follow Him, then we have God’s Holy Spirit living inside us. The Holy Spirit can help us be ready for anything that happens!
“What does that look like for you? Well, maybe you’re trying out for the school play but you’ve never done theater before. You’re not sure if you’re any good at it. Maybe you feel like you should invite the new kid over to join your table at lunch, but you’re not sure what your friends will think. When you face something tough, and you don’t know what will happen next, ask God to give you the courage you need to stand up and do what’s right.
“I may not know exactly what’s about to happen in Small Group, but I DO know that it’s going to be awesome. Let’s head over now!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Adults to help “spot” kids during the game

· Masking tape
· Two sets of bucket stilts (or one, if you plan to do a race against the clock), such as these: https://amzn.to/3vZNC8i) 
· Phone timer (optional, if you plan to do a race against the clock)
· “Week 4 Timeline Image” printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Upbeat music to use during the game
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· “God’s Big Story Timeline” Slide

· “Week 4 Timeline Image” Slide

· “Week 4 Timeline Image” (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· Optional: Download a countdown video from a royalty-free site. Load it into your presentation software and have it ready to play during the Opener. You could also keep time on a smartphone or watch. Note: Some presentation software such as ProPresenter® have a countdown clock built into the program that you can overlay on a still image. 
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Tape a starting line and a halfway line (i.e. where the kids will turn around and go back toward the starting line).
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Over and Over” from Everything to Me
· “Brave” from Everything to Me
Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Brave” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· Prop box containing:
· King’s crown

· Queen’s crown

· Party hat

· Kazoo

· Rolled-up piece of paper (to represent a scroll)
· Piece of burlap

· Two envelopes: one labeled “To Esther” and the other “To Mordecai,” in large lettering

· Golden scepter (such as this: https://amzn.to/3vZRhCY)
· White tablecloth

· Vase with a single fake flower
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Esther Story Images #1-10
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
PAGE  
Classified - Internal use
1
©2022 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

