252 Kids


 November 2022 • Week 1
Stand: Don’t face your fears alone


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—November 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: You Make Me Brave (Joshua and Caleb) • Numbers 13–14
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when others are afraid.

Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“The Power” from Everything to Me and “Brave” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Super Spies
Application Activity: Super Suit!
Memory Verse Activity: Super Cape
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: You Make Me Brave (Joshua and Caleb) • Numbers 13–14
Today’s Bottom Line: You can do what you should even when others are afraid.

Monthly Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: (Speak really softly, like you’re uncomfortable with public speaking.) “Hey, everyone. I didn’t expect to see so many of you. I mean, I’m really glad you’re here, but I’m just a little nervous. (gently slapping the sides of your face and growing more confident) Shake it off, [your name]. Be brave.
(back to normal) “Okay, okay, I’m kidding. I’m not really afraid of being on stage. But did you know that fear of public speaking is one of the most common fears people have? It’s true! In fact, some people are more afraid of that than things like snakes, spiders, and flying!

“Here’s the good news, though. Even when we’re afraid, we can push through and stand up to our fears. That’s what courage is all about! 
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Courage is being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid.

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“In other words, courage doesn’t mean you’re NOT afraid. It just means you do what you SHOULD, even if you ARE afraid! We can have courage because we know that we’re not facing our fears alone. God is with us, and we know that we [Basic Truth] can trust God no matter what.

“And that’s not all. We also have each other! In fact, I’ve got a fun game that we can play together as we kick off our time today. Let’s all stand up in one long line so we can practice helping each other with this whole public speaking thing.
Kids stand and line up.
“This game is kind of like the telephone game but with a twist. This version involves speaking and acting!
“I’ll give the first person a phrase, and then they’ll act-out that phrase to the next person in line. Then that next person will whisper to the next person what they think the phrase was. Then THAT person will act it out for the next person, and so on. Then the person at the very end of the line has to announce loudly what they think the phrase is.
“To make this work, everyone needs to face this way (Point to the direction they should face.), so you’re facing away from me at the front of the line. When it’s your turn to receive either the whispered message or the acted-out version, the person in front of you will tap your shoulder so you can turn around.
“Also, one important rule is that if you’re saying the phrase, you can’t repeat it. You can only say it once. And if you’re acting it out, you can’t repeatedly do the same action. Just act it out once or twice, but if the person can’t figure out what you’re doing, they just have to give their best guess and move on. That’s part of the fun!
“Also, we can play several times to give different people a chance to show some courage by speaking that phrase out loud at the end. So let’s move quickly!

“Everyone stay in line, and remember to face THAT direction (point), away from me. Let’s play!

Tap the first kid on their shoulder. When they turn around, whisper one of the suggested phrases from the Telephone Game Suggested Phrases Sheet in their ear. Then remind the kid to act-out the phrase for the next person.

As the game progresses, you may need to remind kids whether they’re supposed to act-out the phrase for the next person or whisper what they think the phrase is. Encourage everyone to move quickly.

When the secret phrase gets to the last kid, encourage the kid to stand in front of the group (on stage, if possible) and courageously announce what they heard. Reveal the original phrase as well.
Repeat this process as long as time allows. For subsequent rounds, have the kid who just said the phrase re-enter the line right in front of you.
“That was really fun! I’m not sure if any of you actually have a fear of speaking on stage, because you sure seemed courageous to me! You all can stay standing. Let’s keep the fun going as we worship God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “We don’t have to face our fears alone. God gives us the power to never give up, no matter how hard things get or how scared we might feel. As we read in Second Peter 1:3 (NIrV), ‘God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life. All of this has come to us because we know the God who chose us. He chose us because of his own glory and goodness.’ Let’s sing this song to remind ourselves of the power God gives us each and every day. Here we go!
AUDIO: “The Power” / track 3 from Everything to Me
“Before we keep worshipping, let’s watch this video.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“We can find the courage we need when we put our trust in Jesus. Jesus is stronger than ANYTHING we might face in life. He is the reason we can be brave! That’s what this new song is about. Let’s lift our voices and sing it together.
AUDIO: “Brave” / track 7 from Everything to Me
Optional Video (Media Package): “Brave” Dance Moves Music Video
“That’s right! We can be brave because Jesus is always with us. Thanks for singing, everyone. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “You know, it was so fun to play that telephone game earlier. How about if we do the same kind of thing as I tell you today’s story? We can do the acting part of the game, where I whisper a phrase and you try to act it out.
“I’ll ask for volunteers to play the different people in the story. If I call you up, I’ll whisper to you what you need to do. You just need to stay still until I tell you what to do each time. Make sense? (Pause.) Great!
“We’ve been making our way through God’s Big Story in the Bible. Today’s story comes from the fourth book of the Old Testament, Numbers.

If you’re using a Bible timeline on your wall, you can reference it here as you recap.

“Let’s look back at where we’ve been so far. God promised to bless the whole world through Abraham’s family, the Israelites. God rescued the Israelites from being enslaved in Egypt by leading them through the Red Sea. In the desert, God showed deep love by providing what the people needed along the way. God also gave them rules to show them how to love God and love others.

“About two years after the Israelites had crossed the Red Sea, they finally made it to the very edge of Canaan—the Promised Land.”
THe spies go out
LEADER: “The leader of the Israelites was Moses. Can I get someone to volunteer to play Moses?

Bring up a kid volunteer and give him any Moses props.
“God told Moses to send men to check out the land before the rest of the Israelites entered. Check it out.

Open the Bible to Numbers 13:1-2 (NIrV) and read.

“The LORD said to Moses, ‘Send some men to check out the land of Canaan. I am giving it to the Israelites. Send one leader from each of Israel’s tribes.’
Whisper to “Moses” to choose (up to) twelve kids to play the spies. (If you have fewer than twenty kids total, just bring up several to play the spies but not a full twelve.)
Give the props (sunglasses or silly nose glasses) to Moses to hand to the spies, and make sure they put them on.

“Once Moses had chosen all twelve men, he laid out a super-secret spy mission for them. 
Whisper to Moses to move his mouth and wave his arms around like he’s giving orders to the spies.

“Moses told the men that he wanted them to go into Canaan and see what it was like. Were there a lot of people, and were they strong? How well-protected were their towns—did they have high walls? And what about the land—was the soil good, and were there a lot of trees? Moses also asked the men to bring back some of the food that was growing there, if they could.

“So these twelve men snuck into Canaan, just as God had instructed. 
Whisper to the spies to do a “sneaky walk” over to the Canaan sign on the side of the room.
“For about six weeks, the men traveled the length of the country. They saw the places where Abraham and his family had lived hundreds of years before.

Whisper to the spies to walk around and point at different things.

“On their return journey, the spies cut a bunch of grapes so massive that it had to be carried on a pole between two men.
Whisper to a couple of the spies to go backstage, or wherever the grapes (balloons) are, and bring them out, carrying the pole over their shoulders.

“You can bet that when these twelve men showed up in the Israelite camp after 40 long days, people couldn’t WAIT to hear what they had to say!
Whisper to the kids to head back over to Moses.

the spies return
LEADER: “The twelve spies stood before Moses and the Israelites, carrying the massive fruit they had brought. (Reference the grapes.) At first, they gave a glowing report about what they had seen.
Whisper to the spies to make motions indicating that what they saw was really good.
“They said that the land was filled with so many good things, it was practically flowing with milk and honey! They had the massive grapes for proof.
“BUT . . . the spies said that the people who lived in the land were powerful, and their cities had high walls. 
“There were two of the spies who were courageous and weren’t afraid to do what God had asked them to do. Their names were Joshua and Caleb.
Stick the JOSHUA and CALEB name stickers on two of the spies. Whisper to Caleb to point up in the air.

“Caleb spoke up! He said . . . 
Open the Bible to Number 13:30 (NIrV) and read.

“We should go up and take the land. We can certainly do it.
“But the other spies disagreed. They said . . .
Open the Bible to Numbers 13:31 (NIrV) and read.

“We can’t attack those people. They are stronger than we are.

Whisper to the other spies to make big “X” signs with their arms and shake their heads “no.”
“These other spies went and spread a bad report about the land among the Israelites, which caused everyone to panic. The people said it would be better if they went back to slavery in Egypt instead of going into this land that God had promised them!

“Joshua and Caleb then spoke to the crowd to encourage them not to be afraid.
Whisper to Joshua and Caleb to face the audience and use dramatic hand motions to illustrate what you are saying.

“Here’s what they said.
Open the Bible to Numbers 14:7-9 (NIrV) and read.

“We passed through the land and checked it out. It’s very good. If the Lord is pleased with us, he’ll lead us into that land. It’s a land that has plenty of milk and honey. He’ll give it to us. But don’t refuse to obey him. And don’t be afraid of the people of the land.

“But the people wouldn’t listen to Joshua and Caleb.”
THe consequences
LEADER: “In the midst of all this chaos, the glory of God appeared at the tent of meeting! Everybody say, ‘Whoa.’”
KIDS: “Whoa.”
LEADER: “God spoke to Moses, saying . . . 
Open the Bible to Numbers 14:11 (NIrV) and read.

“How long will these people not respect me? How long will they refuse to believe in me?

“But Moses begged God to have mercy on the Israelites.
Whisper to Moses to drop to his knees and fold his hands in prayer.

“God agreed to forgive the people, but it wasn’t all good news. God said that none of the Israelites who were there that day would get to enter the land of Canaan. Except for Joshua and Caleb.
Whisper to Caleb and Joshua to pump their fists.

(to Joshua and Caleb) “Good job, you two. You were both very brave.
“The Israelites then had to wander through the wilderness . . . for almost 40 years! By that time, only Joshua and Caleb were still living to lead the new generation, their children, into Canaan.

“Wow. (to the volunteers) Thank you, everyone, for acting out the story so well. You can return to your seats, and be sure to put your props in the prop box as it passes by.”
Pass the prop box through the audience. Once things settle down, wrap up the story.

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “At the end of 40 years of wandering in the desert, Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land. Right away, they came up to the walled city of Jericho. But with God’s help, they faced their fears. And those impossibly strong city walls came tumbling down. (Demonstrate ‘city walls falling’ with your arms.)
“If you think about it, Joshua and Caleb had to make a choice to do the right thing, even when everyone else was giving in to fear. They knew that God had promised to give them the land, and that’s why they had courage. That’s why they were able to stand tall when others were afraid.
“With God’s help, you can have that kind of courage, too.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “You can do what you should even when others are afraid.
“Let’s pray and ask God to help us with that.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for showing us in the story of Joshua and Caleb that we can do what we should, even when others are afraid. I know there will be times when we have to stand against the crowd because others are afraid to do the right thing. Please give each of us in this room the courage to do what we should do and trust You, no matter what. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “I can understand why the Israelites were scared to enter the land of Canaan. I mean, their enemies really were strong!
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 1 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“But there was a difference in the way Joshua and Caleb saw the situation. You see, Joshua and Caleb trusted God. They knew that God had already promised to help them. And because they were courageous, in the end, they were able to enter the land that God had set aside for them.
“Here’s what we need to remember today.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “You can do what you should even when others are afraid. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “You can do what you should even when others are afraid.”
LEADER: “In Joshua 1:9, we can read what God said to Joshua when Joshua was about to lead God’s people into the Promised Land. This was after the people had been traveling for 40 long years in the wilderness. God told Joshua . . . 
SLIDE: Memory Verse
“Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. (Joshua 1:9b, NIrV)

“That’s good for us to remember, too! In fact, it’s our memory verse for this month. We can have courage because we know that God is with us. We can stand up and do what we should, because we don’t have to face our fears alone.
“That doesn’t mean that you won’t feel afraid. But when you believe in Jesus and choose to follow Him, you have God’s Holy Spirit living inside you. So even in those times when you ARE afraid, God’s Spirit can help you be brave and do the right thing.
“There are so many times when we have to put courage into practice in our lives. It’s especially tough when we feel like we’re the only ones! Let’s head to Small Group and talk about that some more.”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· “Telephone Game Suggested Phrases Sheet” printed from the LG Assets PDF

· “Week 1 Timeline Image” printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Memory Verse Slide

· “Telephone Game Suggested Phrases Sheet” (printable)
· “God’s Big Story Timeline Slide”
· “Week 1 Timeline Image Slide”
· “Week 1 Timeline Image” (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. Note: Legally a song belongs to the songwriter/composer who created it and the publisher who markets it. Performance rights organizations (PROs) license public performances (live or recorded) of their members’ music. Usually, but not always, PROs give general permission for performances in worship services. We recommend you obtain permission from the PRO representing the song or the publisher of the song you wish to play. PROs in the U.S. are ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC. For a list of PROs in your part of the world: www.iamusic.com. Look at the copyright on the CD or sheet music to discover the PRO or publisher of the song. It is up to you to make sure your church has permission to perform or play a recording of a song.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “The Power” from Everything to Me
· “Brave” from Everything to Me
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Brave” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use. Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license to perform worship music from Christian Copyright Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It covers over 200,000 worship songs for congregational singing. You are responsible for including the copyright information on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice, and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can create a separate slide detailing this information, but the copyright information must appear at least once for each song you play or perform. For example:

“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe

©2000 Good Music Co.

CCLI License # 0000
· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Kid volunteers
· Bible
· “CANAAN” posterboard sign taped to the wall on the side of the room
· Prop box containing:
· Moses props, such as a robe, fake beard, staff, etc.

· Sunglasses (or silly nose glasses) for the spies—up to twelve but fewer, depending on how many spies you want to represent with actors
· Two sticky nametags (JOSHUA and CALEB)

· Giant “grapes” (purple balloons) on a pole (see “What You Do”)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Make a posterboard sign that says “CANAAN” and tape it on a side wall.
· Inflate ten to twelve purple balloons and tape them to a PVC pipe or other pole so they look like a giant bunch of grapes. Hide the “grapes” somewhere out of sight of the audience but easy to access during the story.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
Supplemental Resources

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

MONTHLY WIDGET*: Courage Slap Bracelet

Each month, we offer a unique item that helps kids and families apply what they’re learning at home. Available at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

*widg·et [wij-it] –noun

1. Something unspecific whose name is either forgotten or not known.

2. A device that is very useful for a particular job


Origin: 1925–30; perhaps an alternative form of gadget

Kids can slap on this bracelet and remember to have courage in any situation, because God is with them! With God’s help, they can discover the hero within. They can face their fears, because they know they’re never really alone. They can wear the bracelet at school, home, or anywhere, and let it remind them of the real reason they can STAND: God is with them wherever they go (Joshua 1:9).
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