252 Kids


October 2022 • Week 5
Cliffhanger: The story isn’t over


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2022, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: When You Believe (Israel Goes through the Red Sea) • Exodus 13:17–14:31

Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God is still in control.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“The Power” from Everything to Me and “Over and Over” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Red Sea Squish
Application Activity: Keep Holding On
Memory Verse Activity: Lateral Climb
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: When You Believe (Israel Goes through the Red Sea) • Exodus 13:17–14:31

Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God is still in control.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Praise God for being ultimately in control of everything! Pray that kids would find comfort in knowing that the Creator of the universe knows about, cares for, and is in control of all things. Ask God to help kids find strength and encouragement in the knowledge that the One who loves them most is still writing their story.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
·  Welcome kids to Small Group and get them settled with their offerings and Bibles. 
· As kids arrive, start a game of “Would You Rather.” 
· Indicate one side of the room for each answer. Kids will move to the side of the room that corresponds with their choice. 
· Ideas include:
· Live near the mountains or the ocean? 
· Go hiking or paddle boarding? 
· Find water in the desert or an island in a stormy sea? 
· Go camping or go-carting? 
· Eat ice cream on a sunny beach or hot cocoa on a snowy mountain? 
· Walk to a pool near your house or drive to the ocean an hour away? 
· Swim or ski? 
· Find buried treasure or a sunken ship?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Mountain, Desert, Sea” Activity Page 
What You Do:
· Using the “Mountain, Desert, Sea” sheet, demonstrate the hand motions for the game.
· Start a tournament of play, using the rules from Rock, Paper, Scissors.
· Mountain beats Desert

· Desert beats Sea

· Sea beats Mountain

· Pair kids up and let them play a best two out of three round. 
· Then switch partners and do it again. 
· Repeat as time allows.
What You Say:
“All of these places have their great sides, and they can all be dangerous in their own ways. [Transition] Let’s go hear about people in the desert who faced mountains and were stopped by the sea. Try to find the connection between all of those in our story.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Red Sea Squish
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Quart-size zipper top bags, colorful duct tape, blue hair gel, and small sea-themed pieces
What You Do:
· Pass out a bag to each kid.

· Set out the hair gel and sea-themed pieces. 
· Let kids fill their bag with as many pieces as they’d like. 
· Direct them to add the blue hair gel and fill the bag at least half way.
· Instruct kids to lay their bag flat on the table and carefully squeeze out any air, while leaving the gel in the bag, then seal the bag at the top. 
· Use duct tape to reinforce the bag closures. 
· Let kids play with the bags.
· Ask them to show how the Israelites walked through the Red Sea. 
· They should be able to make a clear line in their bag, with blue goo on either side. 
· Set the bags aside until dismissal. 
What You Say:
“The Israelites in our Bible story faced an impossible choice: turn toward the advancing army or walk into the sea. How do you think they felt? (Invite responses.) There are plenty of times we feel like they did—panicked, overwhelmed, scared. When was the last time you felt like that? (Invite kids to share but be sensitive to those in very challenging circumstances.) 
“Moses told them to be still and trust God. When they did, something AMAZING happened! What was it? (God parted the sea and the people walked through on dry land.) Even when we have BIG emotions, even when we seem to have no good choices, God is still in control. God still has a plan, so we can trust God no matter what. You can [Bottom Line] hold on because God is still in control.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate story about a time you felt like giving in to panic or stress but remembered that God was in control. What was going on? Why did you feel so upset? How did you keep in mind that God is in control even when you can’t see it?)
2. Keep Holding On
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Jump rope or clothesline, kettlebells or other weights, and timer or timer app
What You Do:
· Tie the weights to the rope if you have not already done so.

· Invite kids to hold the weighted rope out in front of them, arms straight out.
· Time how long each kid can do this before getting tired. 
· Let kids try again, this time intervening when it seems they’re tired by doing something like:
· Asking another kid or two to help them out
· Untying one or both of the weights 
· Calling out encouragement to them and getting the group to do the same
· Placing a chair behind them and letting them sit while holding the rope
· Taking the rope yourself 
· Any other intervention you can do quietly and unexpectedly
· Make sure each kid gets a turn. 
What You Say:
“I saw you struggling with that heavy rope, and I intervened. You didn’t know my plan ahead of time, and I didn’t help you all in the same way. But just like I had a plan to help each of you in a unique way, God also has a plan for you. God has a plan to bless the world and invite all people to follow Jesus. You’re part of that plan in a really special and unique way. 
“When you feel discouraged or worried, you might be tempted to compare what you think God has done for you with how God has worked for other people. Maybe you prayed for a bike but your friend got one for Christmas and you didn’t. Or maybe a kid in your class gets good grades without trying and you’re jealous that God blessed her that way. You want to pray and get whatever you ask for. You want to have special blessings that make life easier. 
“We don’t all have the same talents, and we don’t always get what we pray for. How does that feel? (Invite kids to discuss.) But we know God has a plan, and we can [Bottom Line] hold on because God is still in control. Even when God’s plan isn’t our plan, we can trust God no matter what. God is working in a unique way in each of our lives.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When does it feel like God is not in control? 
· Who do you talk with when that happens? 
· What can you remember from our Bible Story or memory verse when you feel like that?
*3. Lateral Climb 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Prepared “Lateral Climb Verse Rocks” on the floor, tablecloth, or blanket, Bibles 
What You Do:
· Invite kids to climb the floor as if it were a mountain, moving from hand and footholds that have the verse words in sequence. 
· If a “climber” touches a Decoy Word, they are out and have to go to the end of the line. 
· Say Galatians 6:9 out loud as kids are climbing to give them hints as necessary.
· Let all kids have a turn. 
What You Say:
“Those of you who went later in the game had an advantage because you already knew where all the verse words were and could make a plan to get across. Those of you who went first had to just figure it out on the fly.
“Our verse reminds us to not get tired of doing good. One way we can ‘get tired’ is when we try to bring everything in our control—like when we try to plan around every obstacle and every problem or we stress about all the things that could go wrong. That’s exhausting! 
“We want to be in control of everything all the time, but we can’t be. Instead, we can [Bottom Line] hold on because God is still in control. Even when we can’t ‘fix’ our situation or plan a way out of trouble, God is still working and He still has a plan for us.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Weighted rope from “Keep Holding On” Activity
What You Do: 
· Ask the kids to hold the rope together, making space for everyone to hold up a part of the rope. 
· Say the Bottom Line together. [Bottom Line] Hold on because God is still in control.
· Close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, Thank You for Your good plan for the world and everyone in it. Please help us trust Your plan and know that You are in control even when we can’t be. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their Red Sea Squish bags.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Mountain, Desert, Sea” Activity Page; one for each small group
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3.
1. Red Sea Squish 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Quart-size zipper-top bags; one for each kid
· Colorful duct tape
· Blue hair gel
· Small sea-themed pieces like shells, glitter, and small plastic sea creatures
2. Keep Holding On
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Jump rope or clothesline 
· Kettlebells or other weights to tie to either end of the rope
· Timer or timer app
*3. Lateral Climb
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Lateral Climb Verse Rocks” Activity Page on heavy paper or cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group.
· Masking tape 
· Bibles 
· (Optional) Large tablecloth or blanket
· Tape the Verse Rocks to the floor, tablecloth, or blanket. Kids will move their hands and feet from rock to rock as if climbing a mountain, guided by the verse words. Be sure to put the verse words in places kids can reach while they “climb,” and place decoy rocks around the verse words. You can make the “climb” as easy or difficult as you like but keep in mind the ages and abilities of your group. 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Weighted rope from “Keep Holding On” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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