252 Kids


 October 2022 • Week 4
Cliffhanger: The story isn’t over


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Deliver Us (Burning Bush and the 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12; 7–12:42
Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God knows what you’re going through.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“I Run to You” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Hold-On Charades
Application Activity: Mountain Dice
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Tag
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Deliver Us (Burning Bush and the 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12; 7–12:42
Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God knows what you’re going through.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for knowing all the little details of our lives, including the hard moments that even those around us don’t know. Pray that kids would be encouraged to push through hard times and know that God knows everything about their situation and cares about them and what they’re walking through. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, blank cards, envelopes, and pens or pencils
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group and get them settled with their offering and Bibles. 
· As they arrive, set out the cards and pencils.
· Encourage kids to write a note to someone who has been there for them in a hard or challenging situation: a parent, friend, teacher, or coach.
· Collect the cards at the end.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Moses’ Photo Album” Activity Pages and coloring materials
What You Do:
· Give each kid a “Moses’ Photo Album” page and set out the coloring materials. 
· Encourage them to think about what Moses’ early life must have been like being raised with Jochebed until he was a toddler then growing up in the palace in Egypt.
· While kids color, talk about what kind of experiences—good and bad—happen in childhood. How do they affect us growing up? 
What You Say:
“We don’t know a lot about Moses’ early life, but we know he was raised by his biological family for a while then lived with his adopted family in the palace. He had siblings, both biological and adopted, and he went to school. His life might have been a lot like ours, just with more sand! [Transition] Let’s go hear what happened later in Moses’ life story.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Hold-On Charades 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Charades Cards” Activity Page cards and timer
What You Do:
· Set out the “Charades Cards” in a pile face down.
· Choose one kid to go first.

· Set the timer for 30 seconds. 

· When you say, “GO,” the kid draws a card and acts it out. 
· If/when someone guesses correctly, that actor gives that kid the card and chooses someone to be the next actor.

· If the timer goes off before someone guesses, put that card back in the pile. 

· Play as long as time allows, and make sure each kid gets a chance to act out some charades. 
· The kid who collects the most cards, wins!
· After the game, collect the cards and set them aside for “Pray and Dismiss.”
What You Say:
“With these cards, you really got a chance to feel all the action in our Bible story! There was a lot going on: the burning bush, Moses talking to Pharaoh, all the plagues, and the Israelites finally leaving Egypt. The story actually starts, though, with the Israelites enslaved in Egypt. They cried out to God about the horrible things they were going through. Then God appeared to Moses, sent the plagues, and put into motion all the things that happened to set the Israelites free. 
“God heard the people and cared about how they felt. God hasn’t changed. God hears you and cares for you, too. There will never be a time when God doesn’t care about you. So when times get tough, remember to [Bottom Line] hold on because God knows what you’re going through. Even if you don’t want to tell anyone else you’re scared, God knows. Even if you’re worried about something small, God knows and cares and will be with you every step of the way.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time you felt lonely or discouraged. How did God bring you comfort or relief? Was it meeting a person who encouraged you, hearing the perfect song on your playlist, noticing something in nature that reminded you of God’s power, or reading a verse or story in the Bible? Is there a Bible story or verse that brings you particular encouragement or comfort in hard times?)
*2. Mountain Dice 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Mountain Dice” Activity Pages, dice, and pens or pencils
What You Do:
· Group the kids in pairs, ideally older kids with younger kids. Give each pair a pencil, two dice, and a Mountain Dice sheet.
· Game Instructions:

· The goal is to get up the mountain then back down. 
· Players must cross off numbers in sequence, starting on the bottom left—first one, then two, etc.
· On a roll, the dice can be used individually or added together. 
· For instance, if a one and six are rolled, there are three number options: one and six or seven. 
· If no numbers can be crossed off (in correct order), they roll again.

· The first team to get up and down the mountain, wins! 
· If you have extra Activity Pages and time, re-pair the kids and play again.
What You Say:
“How did you feel when you rolled the dice and you didn’t get a number you needed? (Invite response.) It can be hard feeling stuck sometimes. I bet the Israelites in the Bible felt stuck, too. They were just waiting for the day when God would set them free. It probably felt like that day would never arrive. 
“Have you ever felt stuck? Maybe there was a concept at school you just ‘didn’t get’ or a tricky basketball shot or a move in sports or dance that you just can’t do. Maybe you’re waiting to hear news about moving or changing schools. Maybe you’re just waiting for your friend to text back, and you don’t know if they’re taking so long because they’re busy or if they’re just leaving you on read. (Invite kids to share.) When you feel stuck or uncomfortable; when you’re sad or lonely, remember to [Bottom Line] hold on because God knows what you’re going through.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What do you do when you feel stuck?

· How do you feel close to God when you’re going through something tough? 
· Who are some people God has put in your life that you can turn to when you’re going through a hard time? 

3. Verse Tag
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bibles
What You Do:
· Look up Galatians 6:9 with the navigation tips below then practice saying it out loud with the group.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Galatians in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds Galatians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Galatians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Galatians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 6, and give time for all the kids to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 6. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Lead kids in a game of tag, where IT chases the other players and tries to tag them. 
· If a player is about to be tagged, they can avoid it by kneeling on the floor and saying a phrase from this month’s verse—any three consecutive words will work. 
· If they are successful, IT must run away from them and not try to tag them for at least 30 seconds. (Kid who knelt and said a phrase can count aloud to thirty so IT knows when time is up.)
· Make sure many players get a chance to be IT.
What You Say:
“When tiredness and loneliness come to tag you, remember our verse. Following Jesus and doing what’s right is worth it in the long run, even if it’s difficult. When do you feel the most ‘tired of doing good’? (Invite kids to respond.) One wise choice or kind action costs very little, but when you do them over and over and over again, they start to add up! I feel tired of doing good, sometimes, too. 
“Did you know Jesus felt this way? In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked God if He could do the easier thing and not die to rescue us from sin. He was human as much as He was God, and as a human, He was tired and scared. 
“But Jesus made the wisest choice and still went to the cross to rescue everyone. Even when it was hard and He was tired. He is our example, and He will help us. He will give us the strength we need to hold on to what’s right. So remember, when you’re thinking of giving up doing good or taking the easy way out, you can [Bottom Line] hold on because God knows what you’re going through.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Charades cards from “Hold-On Charades” Activity and pens or pencils, (optional) carabiners from Large Group
What You Do: 
· Hand Charade Cards out to kids, two or more a piece, if possible.

· Direct kids to flip their card to the back and write how someone might have felt during their card’s part of the Bible story.
· During the plagues, Egyptians probably felt scared and Israelites might have been confused.
· When the bush was burning, Moses felt confused, scared, convicted, inspired. 
· During the Exodus (while they left), Israelites might have been happy and Egyptians tired and sad.
· Tell kids to write today’s Bottom Line on one of their cards. [Bottom Line] Hold on because God knows what you’re going through. 
· Instruct kids to put their card(s) on their carabiners if they have them.

· Close in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, we know that You know everything; You see us when we’re at our best and worst, happy, sad, scared, and angry. Thank You for never leaving us and always being with us. Thank You that we can tell You anything when we pray and talk to You. Please give us what we need to face our challenges this week. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their “Moses Photo Album” Activity Pages.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
· Blank cards
· Envelopes
· Pens or pencils
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Moses’ Photo Album” Activity Pages double-sided; one for each kid
· Coloring materials 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Hold-On Charades 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Charades Cards” Activity Pages on thick cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Timer
· Hole punch

· Punch a hole where indicated in each card.
*2. Mountain Dice 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Mountain Dice” Activity Pages; one mountain for every two kids
· Dice; two for every two kids
· Pens or pencils 
3. Verse Tag 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Cards from “Hold-On Charades” Activity 
· Pens or pencils
· (Optional) Kids’ carabiners from Large Group
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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