252 Kids


 October 2022 • Week 2
Cliffhanger: The story isn’t over


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Big Picture (Joseph Forgives His Brothers) • Genesis 41–45

Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because there’s a bigger story.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Never Gonna Give Up” from Make a Move and “I Run to You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: A Long Journey
Application Activity: Base Camp Feast
Memory Verse Activity: Keep the Story Straight
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Big Picture (Joseph Forgives His Brothers) • Genesis 41–45

Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because there’s a bigger story.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids see beyond the immediate future in front of them. Ask that God would show kids there is always a bigger story, no matter what is going on right now. Pray that kids would be able to lean into stories of people from the Bible and their own lives for whom God had a plan to use difficult circumstances for good.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group and get them settled with their offerings and Bibles. 
· As kids arrive, invite them to join a story circle.
· Start off the story by saying: 
· Once upon a time, there was a brave young dinosaur who loved cheeseburgers. His family sent him away to school to learn how to be a dentist, but the town where he studied did not have a single restaurant or store that sold cheeseburgers! He decided to do something about that, so he . . .
· Encourage the next kid in the circle to continue the story. Let the story go around the circle with each person adding more details. Wrap it up at the end if you can! 
· Repeat as you have time. Let kids start the stories if they want. You can suggest some themes.
· An alligator from the swamp goes to visit her cousin crocodile by the ocean
· A video game character comes to life
· There’s a fight in the refrigerator—some veggies want to be a soup, others a salad
· The whole world runs out of ketchup and only a brilliant kid scientist knows why
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Pillows or mats, snacks and juice boxes or waters (to share later), hand sanitizer, a notebook, pens or pencils
*NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.

What You Do:
· If the items were not hidden or scattered around the room before Small Group, do that now.

· Designate one person to be the king. Everyone else is a servant.
· Explain that some objects are hidden around the room: snacks, drinks, comfy cushions or blankets, hand sanitizer, a royal notebook, pens, etc.
· Tell the king to ask any servant to bring them any one item.

· After the servant brings the item and the king takes it, nominate someone else to be king.
Note: If the king does not take the item, he continues to be king. Some kings may catch on and never actually take the object from their servant’s hand. Limit their role to three requested items.
· When a king takes an object, show them where to place the item so it will be ready to use later in the “Base Camp Feast” activity. 
· Try to make sure everyone has a chance to be king. 
What You Say:
“This game had a lot of people fetching a lot of things for our kings! [Transition] Let’s go hear about a royal leader who made people go back and forth a lot before his big reveal!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. A Long Journey
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “A Long Journey Map” Activity Pages, “A Long Journey Cards” inside prepared bags of corn, and masking tape
What You Do:
· Tape the map on a wall or table where all the kids can see. Point out the key places: Canaan (where Jacob lived), Egypt (where Joseph lived), and the Nile River.
· Divide kids into five teams.

· Hand a bag to each team. 
· Challenge them to find the cards in the bag—without spilling any corn—and decipher the riddles. 
· The pictures should help them figure out the riddles, but if you have mostly older kids, let them find the cards and then hand them to you to read. Then they can decipher the riddles without the assistance of the pictures. 
· Help kids figure out where their cards should go on the map and let them tape the cards in the appropriate locations.
· When all cards are on the map, circle kids up to talk about it. 
What You Say:
“Our map shows where a lot of action takes place before the Bible story we heard today. We know from the rest of the Bible that after today’s story, God’s plan for all people continued. 
“But think about all the planning and everything that God orchestrated for these events! God had been working on this story of Joseph forgiving his brothers for years before it happened. Joseph even told his brothers that God had been working to rescue them from famine even as they plotted against young Joseph back in the pit. God planned for good even though they planned for evil. God had been in charge of the story the whole time. 
“In the same way, God is working in your story and has been the whole time. God is always working for all of us to come to know God and follow Jesus to live forever together. That is a HUGE story with a lot of details. Maybe you’re facing some details that seem overwhelming. Maybe your story has come to a cliffhanger in the middle. But you don’t need to worry. You can [Bottom Line] hold on because there’s a bigger story.”
*2. Base Camp Feast 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Materials from “Opening Activity” and pretend campfire, (optional) “Base Camp Fire” Activity Page on cardstock and colored instead of campfire
What You Do:
· Set up the pretend campfire and gather the group around it on the pillows or cushions. 
· Help kids clean their hands with the hand sanitizer.

· Pass out the snacks and drinks for kids to enjoy during the activity.
· Get the notebook and pen ready to take notes. 
· Use the following section to guide kids to think about their life story and what led them to your group.
What You Say:
“We’ve been talking about mountain climbing lately, and often mountain climbers will set up a camp like this one. Everyone from different climbing groups will get together around a fire and talk a little bit about why they’re climbing the mountain and how they got to this point. There’s often a logbook for the base camp that people write in over years until it’s full of stories. 
“What should we put in our notebook for how we got here? What’s the story of our small group? 
(Take notes as kids share. Prompt with questions about when they started coming, how long you’ve been the leader, any other important people/SG leaders, if they’ve met friends or brought friends. They could also talk about their favorite part of SG or why they want to keep coming or bringing friends. This could also be a good place to talk about great memories together or steps of faith kids have taken such as baptisms, confirmations, etc.) 
“Our small group is just one part of the story God is telling, one part of God’s plan to love the whole world. We’re all here to remind each other to [Bottom Line] hold on because there’s a bigger story. And you’re part of it!” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When have you really felt like you were part of a bigger story, when you felt connected to your family, friends, or God? 
· What is a high point in your story so far?
· What do you hope God will include in your story in the future? 
3. Keep the Story Straight 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bibles and large books, notebooks, etc.
What You Do:
· Give each child a book and show them how to balance it on their head. 
· Call out some “mountaineer” exercises and see if they can balance the book on their heads, backs, etc. while they complete the exercises. 
· They can’t hold the books with their hands or against their body with anything else, but they can balance the book on any body part. 
· If the book falls to the ground, they are out for that round. 
· Some ideas for the exercises: 
· Mountain climbers—kids put their hands on the floor and stretch out in “plank” position. Then they move their feet up and down like they are “climbing” the floor. 
· High knees—kids stand and march in place, keeping their knees as high as possible. 
· Arm circles—kids put arms out to the sides and make circles either forward or backward, first small then large circles. 
· When everyone’s book has fallen, circle up and look up Galatians 6:9 with the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Galatians in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds Galatians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Galatians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Galatians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 6, and give time for all the kids to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 6. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Read the verse out loud together. 
What You Say:
“Whew! This verse about not getting tired is sure useful today. Those exercises would tire anyone out! These are all the type of exercises we might do if we were really planning to climb a mountain. Do you think mountain climbers ever get tired? (Invite answers.) I bet they do, too! What do you think keeps them going? (thinking of climbing the mountain, being at the top of the mountain, being successful at doing something hard) 
“Mountain climbers and other athletes keep the big story in mind while they’re training. They can hold on and keep going just a little bit longer because they think of their exercises as one step in a bigger story of climbing a mountain. We can do that, too. [Bottom Line] Hold on because there’s a bigger story.”
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time you needed to remember God’s big story. Maybe you had a hard time and needed to put it into perspective; maybe you made a small decision—like volunteering in kids’ ministry—because of the bigger picture.)
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Popcorn kernels from “A Long Journey” Activity
What You Do: 
· Invite kids to take a popcorn kernel. 
· Remind them that God knew every part of Joseph’s story before Joseph even went to prison and before he became a royal leader and rescued his brothers, using grain similar to the kernel they’re holding right now. 
· Close in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, we don’t know what will happen in the future, but we know that You do. We don’t know why everything happens now or in the past, but we trust that You do. We know that You are weaving together a story where all people love You and each other. Please help us remember that this week and [Bottom Line] hold on because there’s a bigger story. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, share with them any cool insights their kids had from the “Base Camp Feast” Activity and put in the notebook. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Interesting offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Pillows or mats for kids to sit on

· Snacks to share later
· Juice boxes or waters to share later
· Hand sanitizer
· Notebook
· Pens or pencils
· Before kids arrive, hide or scatter these items around the room.
*NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. A Long Journey
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “A Long Journey Map” Activity Pages; one set for each small group
· Print the “A Long Journey Cards” Activity Pages and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Masking tape
· Five small paper bags

· Un-popped popcorn kernels 
· Before the activity, place three cards in each bag and fill with popcorn kernels. 
*2. Base Camp Feast 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Materials gathered for “Opening Activity”
· Pretend campfire (red and orange tissue taped around a flashlight propped on pillows, etc.)
· (Optional) Print “Base Camp Fire” Activity Page on cardstock and color instead of building a pretend campfire.
3. Keep the Story Straight 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bibles
· Large books (notebooks, workbooks, etc.); one for each kid
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Popcorn kernels from “A Long Journey” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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