252 Kids


 October 2022 • Week 1
Cliffhanger: The story isn’t over


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Down in a Hole (Joseph Sold by Brothers and Joseph in Jail) • Genesis 37, 39–40

Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God is with you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“The Power” from Everything to Me and “Never Gonna Give Up” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Ups and Downs
Application Activity: Chalk Prints 
Memory Verse Activity: Build a Mountain
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Down in a Hole (Joseph Sold by Brothers and Joseph in Jail) • Genesis 37, 39–40

Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God is with you.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Praise God for giving each of us what we need to push through hard times. Pray specifically for the kids whose life situations are particularly difficult right now. Pray that they would feel God’s presence and the power of the Holy Spirit would give them strength to deal with the difficulties at hand.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Offering container, clothesline lengths, tablet or phone, knot-tying video
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to small group as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Give each kid a piece of clothesline.
· Ask, “Does anyone know how to tie a knot?” 
· If the kids know how, invite them to demonstrate what they know. 
· On your smartphone or tablet, bring up the video.

· Invite the kids to watch the demonstration and instructions. 
· Practice tying knots together. 
· As you practice, ask: 
· What makes something (a chore, a school assignment, a conversation) difficult? 
· How do you feel when something is more challenging than you expected? 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Several small tightly closed jars, unscented hand lotion, bowl of water, kitchen towel, and rubber gloves or a rubber jar opener
What You Do:
· Gather the kids in a group.

· Set out the jars.

· Invite the kids to try to open the jars. (Hopefully there will still be some that are closed after they’ve tried!) 
· Set out the lotion, small bowl of water, kitchen towel, and rubber gloves or rubber jar opener.

· Invite kids to try different methods for opening the jars.
· Say:
· Maybe we need softer hands. Let’s try lotion.
· Maybe we need damp hands to slide the lids off. Let’s try water.
· Maybe we need dry hands. Let’s try the towel.
· Maybe we need stickier hands. Let’s try the [rubber gloves/jar opener].
What You Say:
“We knew we needed help opening those jars. But what kind of help? You’d think that making things smoother and easier would work, but it turns out that you need something a little sticky and grippy between you and a problem. [Transition] Let’s go hear all about what helps you keep your grip when life gets tough!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Ups and Downs 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Ups and Downs Joseph” Activity Page cutouts, tape, toothpicks, Play-Doh® or clay, and paper plates 
What You Do:
· Give each kid an “Ups and Downs Joseph.”
· Set out the tape and toothpicks.
· Instruct kids to tape a toothpick to the back of their Joseph and set him aside. 
· Give each kid a paper plate and a portion of clay.

· Instruct the kids to make a clay mountain range on their plate with at least two recognizable mountain peaks. 
· When they finish, kids can place Joseph on their mountains. 
· They can put him anywhere—uphill, on the top of a mountain, downhill, at the base, etc. 
What You Say:
“In our story today, we heard about Joseph who sure had a lot of ups and downs in his life! Some of you put Joseph at a ‘down’ part of a mountain. Can you tell the group about a ‘down’ in Joseph’s life from the Bible story? (jealous brothers, thrown in a pit, sold to traders, servant in a house; put in prison) 
“What about those of you who put Joseph at an ‘up’ part of a mountain? Can you tell us about an ‘up’ in Joseph’s life from the Bible story? (father’s favorite, special coat, given special favor at Potiphar’s house, given special favor at the prison, meeting important people from Pharaoh’s house) 
“Joseph was all over the place—from his home to the long journey with the slave traders to the fancy house of Potiphar to the dungeon of the prison. Wherever he went, whatever happened, God was with him. It must have been tempting for Joseph to give up, to stop working hard and trying to bless those around him. But he kept going. He held onto God’s presence. Joseph knew that God would never leave him. 
“You’ll face ups and downs in your life, too. What’s an up that you’ve experienced lately? (Invite kids to share.) What’s a down that you’ve faced or that someone your age might face? (moving unexpectedly, getting sick, family fighting, failing a test, etc.) Whatever is happening in your life—whatever your mountain range looks like—you can [Bottom Line] hold on because God is with you, just like God was with Joseph.” 
2. Chalk Prints
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Sidewalk chalk, rolled white or brown craft paper, hairspray, markers or crayons, and baby wipes
What You Do:
· Roll out the paper.

· Invite the kids to gather around the paper. 
· Take a marker or crayon and write “HOLD ON” in large letters in the middle of the paper. 
· Set out the sidewalk chalk.

· Direct the kids to color the palm of one hand with the chalk and carefully place that palm on the paper to make a print. 
· Set out the baby wipes for kids to clean their hands.

· While the kids clean their hands, lightly spray the chalk handprints with hairspray to fix them on the paper. 
· Set out the markers or crayons.

· Encourage the kids to write some ups and downs kids their ages might face. 
· Ups—winning a big game, a great day at school, family getting along, good grade on a test, riding a bike, sleepovers, a birthday party, going on a vacation, etc. 
· Downs—losing a big game, hard times at school, family fighting, friends moving away, feeling lonely or left out, losing an important paper for school, canceled field trips, getting sick, etc. 
What You Say:
“We know that everyone faces ups and downs in life. It’s easy to lose our grip on what’s important—trusting God and following Jesus even in hard times. When a mountain climber faces a big climb, they put chalk on their hands. It absorbs any moisture on their skin and gives them a better grip on the rocks. Our faith is like that chalk. It keeps us from slipping. It reminds you to [Bottom Line] hold on because God is with you. 
“No matter the ups or downs, twists and turns, climbs or crawls or even falls ahead of you, God will never leave you. You will never face any mountain alone.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate story about a time you had a “down” in life and felt God’s presence. Maybe a friend sent a card when you were grieving or you read a verse that reminded you of God’s love just when you needed it.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· How do you know that God is with you? 
· When do you feel close to God? 
· How could you encourage a friend who is experiencing a “down” time? 

3. Build a Mountain
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Verse Cards” Activity Page, masking tape, and Bibles
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Using the Bible navigation tips below, look up Galatians 6:9 and read it together. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Galatians in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds Galatians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Galatians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Galatians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 6, and give time for all the kids to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 9 in chapter 6. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· On a wall or flat surface, tape the shape of a mountain peak in two different points in your space.
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Instruct each team to line up across from their mountain. 

· Scatter a set of “Verse Cards” on the floor at the base of each mountain. 
· Direct the first kid on each team to run to the mountain, pick up a card, and place it on the mountain where they think it will go in order of the verse, from right to left, on the mountain. 
· Instruct each kid to run back and tag the next kid on their team. 
· Direct the rest of the kids on each team to either take and place a card OR move a card already on the mountain.
· The first team with all of their cards in verse order, wins. 
What You Say:
“This verse reminds you to [Bottom Line] hold on because God is with you. What do you think ‘don’t get tired of doing good’ means? (Keep doing what’s right even if it’s difficult.) When doing the right thing is hard, I’m glad God is with me all the way!
“And what do you think ‘gather a crop’ means? Are we all farmers? (Invite responses—talk about what it would have meant to the people who heard it in Jesus’ day, that when you plant a seed and take care of it day after day, week after week, it produces good fruit.) 
“If we keep holding on and doing what’s right—over and over again like tending a plant—what kind of ‘fruit’ or ‘crop’ will we have at the end? (Invite responses—strong faith, people we blessed, faithfulness to God, etc.)
“When you choose to do the right thing over and over and you need some grit, remember a farmer working on his field and taking care of his plants over and over and over. The farmer believes the end result will be worth all the work. We believe that, too. We’ll talk more about that this month.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Banner from “Chalk Prints” Activity and pens or pencils 
What You Do: 
· Gather the group around the banner.

· Set out the pens or pencils. 
· Ask each kid to find their handprint and sign their name next to it. As they do, tell them, “[Kid’s name], [Bottom Line] hold on because God is with you.” 
· When everyone has signed their name, close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for always being with us like You were with Joseph. Please help us hold on through the ups and downs of life because we know that You will never leave us. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, place the banner somewhere they can see it. Send home the Josephs from the “Ups and Downs” Activity and tell kids to tape him somewhere they can see during ups and downs of life. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Clothesline cut into two-foot lengths; one length for each kid
· Tablet or phone to display video 
· Knot-tying video (check scouting videos on YouTube™ for one that fits your time and kids’ abilities)
· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Several small, tightly closed jars (food jars or mason jars) 
· Plain, unscented hand lotion
· Small bowl of water
· Kitchen towel
· Rubber gloves or a rubber jar opener
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
*1. Ups and Downs 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Ups and Downs Joseph” Activity Page on white cardstock and cut out; one figure for each kid
· Tape 
· Toothpicks 
· Play-Doh® or clay; a softball-sized amount for each kid
· Paper plates
2. Chalk Prints 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Sidewalk chalk
· Rolled white or brown craft paper 
· Hairspray 
· Markers or crayons 
· Baby wipes for clean-up

3. Build a Mountain 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Verse Cards” Activity Page on paper and cut apart; two sets for each small group

· Masking tape
· Bibles 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Banner from “Chalk Prints” Activity
· Pens or pencils 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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