252 Kids


 October 2022 • Week 5
Cliffhanger: The story isn’t over


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2022, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: When You Believe (Israel Goes through the Red Sea) • Exodus 13:17–14:31

Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God is still in control.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“The Power” from Everything to Me and “Over and Over” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Red Sea Squish
Application Activity: Keep Holding On
Memory Verse Activity: Lateral Climb
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: When You Believe (Israel Goes through the Red Sea) • Exodus 13:17–14:31

Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God is still in control.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying some climbing accessories and Bible.

Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hello, my fellow climbers! I think I can officially greet you that way after this fun month we’ve had together. We’ve continued our trek thorough God’s Big Story. (Hold up Bible.) We’ve seen some ups and downs. There have been cliffhangers at every turn. And the story isn’t over!

“That’s good for us to remember when we’re facing an uphill climb of our own. If we ever have to take on tough challenges in life, we can rely on God to help us make it through—with GRIT!
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Grit is refusing to give up when life gets hard.

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“I feel like I’ve learned a lot about grit this month. I’ll be ready to hold on the next time I have to face something difficult. How about you? Do you feel like you’ve got the grit to hang on? (Pause for response.)
“I’ve got a fun way to find out with our game today. You’ve probably played this game before, but I doubt you’ve played it THIS way! First, let me divide you into four teams.
Call out kids by name, dividing them into four teams. Try to evenly match the four teams according to strength and stamina (mix up older and younger kids, etc.).
Direct each team to stand on one of the four lines of tape. Bring out the rope with the knot and flag.
“As you can see, I’ve got this rope tied in the middle so there are four strands in all. That’s one strand for each team. Each of you will hold on to the rope. When the music starts, your team will try to pull the rope toward your side. Meanwhile, everyone else will be doing the same thing, so we’ll probably see the flag in the middle going all sorts of directions. The tricky part is that you HAVE to stay on the tape line!

“When the music stops, the team with the flag closest to them gets a point. But if anyone on their team isn’t standing on the tape line, we’ll have to play that round over, and they won’t get the point. We’ll play five rounds, and the team with the most points at the end, wins! Make sense? Any questions? (Pause.)
“All right! Everyone, make sure you’re standing on the line. Go ahead and pick up the rope, but don’t pull it yet!
Make sure everyone is in position before you start. Make sure the flag in the middle of the rope is exactly in the center where the tape lines cross.
“Three . . . two . . . one . . . GO!

AUDIO: Upbeat instrumental music
As the kids pull the rope, walk around and make sure that everyone is standing on the tape.
Have another volunteer who’s not watching the game be responsible for starting and stopping the music. Vary the amount of time the music plays for each round (no longer than 30 seconds).
AUDIO: Stop music abruptly
When the music stops, look where the flag is located. Award a point to the team whose tape line the flag is closest to. If the winning team is off the line when the music stops, call it a foul and replay that round.

AUDIO: Upbeat instrumental music (for each round)
AUDIO: Stop music abruptly
When five rounds are up, declare the overall winning team. Put the rope away.

“That was some seriously impressive grit. No matter how hard it got, you kept going! Let’s keep the fun going, too. Everyone, stay on your feet for worship!”
WORSHIP

LEADER: “Before we sing, let’s watch this video.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“Life takes a lot of grit—a lot of strength, purpose, and determination. But here’s the really great news. We don’t just have to power through on our own. God gives us everything we need! Let’s sing and thank God for giving us the power to hold on.
AUDIO: “The Power” / track 3 from Everything to Me
Optional Video (Media Package): “The Power” Dance Moves Music Video
“Our memory verse for this month is Galatians 6:9. It’s a great reminder that it’s always worth it to keep going. Say this with me.”
SLIDE: Memory Verse
LEADER and KIDS: “Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up.” Galatians 6:9, NIrV
LEADER: “That’s right! Let’s not get tired of doing good things and following God’s way. Remember that we can trust God, even in the middle of tough times. We can trust God over and over and over again! Let’s sing about that now.
AUDIO: “Over and Over” / track 8 from Everything to Me
“That’s right! We can trust God. We don’t have to give up, because God is always there to help us through. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: (Hold up Bible.) “We’ve been talking about God’s story over these past few weeks, starting from the very beginning. We’ve seen how God made a plan to bless the whole world through one family—the Israelites.
“For hundreds of years, the Israelites had been enslaved in Egypt. They cried out to God for help, and God sent a man named Moses who faced down the ruler of Egypt, Pharaoh. After a series of awful plagues, Pharaoh finally let the Israelites go. But even though the Israelites were free, they weren’t yet safe. They still had to get out of Egypt!
“As I tell this story today, I’ll need your help. I’ll need you to make the sound effects when I call for them. I’ll give you this signal when I’m ready for a sound. (Put your hand by your ear.) Cool? Cool!”
ISRAELITES ON THE MOVE
SLIDE: Story Illustration #1 (Israelites on the move)
LEADER: “At this point in the story, the Israelites were all packed up to go. But we’re talking thousands and thousands of people—grandparents, parents, kids, babies.
Put your hand by your ear to cue the kids to make people sounds.
“And then there were all those herds and flocks of animals!
Put your hand by your ear to cue the kids to make animal sounds.
“As you can imagine, with all those people and animals, they couldn’t move very fast. But God led them every step of the way.
SLIDE: Story Illustration #2 (Pillar of cloud/fire)
“As we read in the book of Exodus . . .
Open the Bible to Exodus 13:21 (NIrV) and read.

“By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud. It guided them on their way. At night he led them with a pillar of fire. It gave them light. So they could travel by day or at night.

“At last, the Israelites came to the Red Sea, which stood between them and the road that led to the land of Canaan. 
SLIDE: Story Illustration #3 (Shore of the Red Sea)
“Let me hear those ocean waves.
Put your hand by your ear to cue the kids to make wave sounds.
“Meanwhile, back at the palace, the pharaoh was having serious second thoughts. He realized that he had lost all his workers since the Israelites had left. He led an army of chariots and horsemen across the desert to chase after them.
SLIDE: Story Illustration #4 (Pharaoh’s army)
“I can almost hear those galloping hoofbeats now!”
Put your hand by your ear to cue the kids to make galloping sounds.
EGYPTIANS ON THEIR HEELS
LEADER: “The Israelites were trapped! They could see Pharaoh’s army in the distance, coming after them. But it seemed there was no way to cross the sea that stood in their way.
SLIDE: Story Illustration #5 (Grumbling Israelites)
“The Israelites cried out to Moses, saying . . . 
Open the Bible to Exodus 14:11-12 (NIrV) and read.

“Why did you bring us to the desert to die? . . . It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die here in the desert!
“The people wanted to give up! But Moses kept trusting in God. Listen to how he responded to the people.
SLIDE: Story Illustration #6 (Moses reassuring the Israelites)
Open the Bible to Exodus 14:13-14 (NIrV) and read.

“Don’t be afraid. Stand firm. You will see how the LORD will save you today. Do you see those Egyptians? You will never see them again. The LORD will fight for you. Just be still.

“Then God spoke to Moses.
SLIDE: Story Illustration #7 (Moses listening to God)
“God told him to hold out his walking stick over the water. When he did, the waters would divide in two, and the Israelites would be able to walk through the sea on dry ground!

“The pillar of cloud moved from the front of the Israelites and stood behind them—all night long. That way, the Egyptians couldn’t see what was going on.”
GOD PARTS THE SEA
LEADER: “Then Moses reached his walking stick over the sea. 
SLIDE: Story Illustration #8 (Moses parts the waters)
“All through the night, God sent a strong wind to push back the waters. 
Put your hand by your ear to cue the kids to make wind/wave sounds.
“The waters were divided. Soon the Israelites had a dry path right through the middle of the Red Sea!
“Can you imagine what that must have felt like? You’re at the edge of a vast sea, but straight ahead, the water splits. Massive walls of water rise up on either side of the path before you. Sure, you want to escape the Egyptians, but if you walk along this path, the waters could fall on you!
SLIDE: Story Illustration #9 (Israelites pass through)
“But the Israelites kept going. They went through the sea on dry ground. And the Egyptians came after them!
SLIDE: Story Illustration #10 (Egyptians give chase)
“Pharaoh’s army galloped after the Israelites, following them into the Red Sea.
Put your hand by your ear to cue the kids to make galloping sounds.
“At last, the Israelites made it through . . . but the Egyptians were right behind them! God spoke to Moses and told him to reach out his staff again.
“As Moses reached out his hand, those walls of water began to crash down. 
Put your hand by your ear to cue the kids to make wave sounds.
“The sea rushed back into place, washing over the Egyptian horses and chariots.”
SLIDE: Story Illustration #11 (Red Sea back to normal)
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “The Israelites were left safe and dry on the far side of the Red Sea.
SLIDE: Story Illustration #12 (Israelites cheering)
“They were so happy that they sang a song about what happened.
Put your hand by your ear to cue the kids to sing. (They probably won’t do anything, but it’ll be a funny moment either way.)
“Ha—that was a good try! They sang . . .
Open the Bible to Exodus 15:1-2 (NIrV) and read.

“I will sing to the LORD.
He is greatly honored. . .
The LORD gives me strength and protects me.
He has saved me.

“The Israelites could see that God was in control of everything, and that God always HAD been in control. God had made a way for them to get safely across the Red Sea so they could keep traveling toward a land of their own.

“That’s good for us to remember, too. Sometimes life can seem OUT of control. But even in those moments, we can hold on, because we know that God still has a plan.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
“We can [Bottom Line] hold on because God is still in control.

“Let’s talk to God about that now.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, this is such an amazing story! You held back the sea so the Israelites could escape. You are in control of everything—including the wind and the waves! Help us remember that You are always in control. Help us trust You when we feel uncertain, confused, or afraid. We know we can hold on because You are there to help us. Help us remember that, no matter what challenges we face in life. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Moses and the Israelites were in a scary situation with Pharaoh’s army right on their heels. But God was in control! God led the Israelites with a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire. God protected them from the Egyptians. And God made a way for them to cross the Red Sea. 
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 5 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“God was in control when the Israelites left Egypt. In the same way, God is in control in YOUR life—even if you can’t always see it. You might feel stuck, scared, or confused. But you can keep going because God knows what you’re facing. You can trust that God is still in control.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] Hold on because God is still in control. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Hold on because God is still in control.”
LEADER: “I remember when I . . .
Share a personal, age-appropriate story of a time you kept going, even though something seemed out of control.

“I could hold on because I knew that God was still in control. It was a tough time, but it helped me understand that I really can [Basic Truth] trust God no matter what.
“Maybe some of your friends at school are saying things about you that aren’t true, and you’re not sure what to do about it. It can be hard to even want to go to school in situations like that. But you can talk to someone who can help you know what to do—like your mom or dad, another family member, or another adult you trust. There may be times when life feels a little out of control. But God has put people in your life who can help so you never have to face those tough things alone!
“Sometimes things in our lives can change when we least expect it. But God’s love for us will NEVER change. We know that’s true because we know that God sent Jesus to be our Savior. In fact, Jesus Himself showed us what it looks like to keep going. Jesus kept loving and forgiving people, no matter what people did to Him. Then Jesus died on the cross for us! And when we follow Jesus, we have the Holy Spirit to help us keep going—just like Jesus did.
“I’m so glad we’ve kept going this month despite all the ups and downs and cliffhangers along the way. And the story isn’t over yet! Let’s head to Small Group and talk about how we can keep holding on!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Adult volunteer to help with the music for the game

· Climbing accessories for the Leader to wear/carry

· Bible

· Two ropes long enough for a tug-of-war (see “What You Do”)
· Pennant flag

· Masking tape
· “Week 5 Timeline Image” printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 

· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Upbeat instrumental music to use during the game
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide

· Week 5 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 5 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Tie the two ropes in the middle, so that you have a rope with four equal strands. Tie the flag over the knot in the middle.
· Use the masking tape to make two lines on the floor, crossing over like a giant plus sign. During the game, the four teams will stand on the four different sections of tape.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “The Power” from Everything to Me
· “Over and Over” from Everything to Me
Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “The Power” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Story Illustrations #1-12
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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