252 Kids


October 2022 • Week 4
Cliffhanger: The story isn’t over


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—October 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Deliver Us (Burning Bush and the 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12; 7–12:42
Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God knows what you’re going through.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“I Run to You” from Make a Move and “Make a Move” from Make a Move)
Bible Story

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Hold-On Charades
Application Activity: Mountain Dice
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Tag
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Deliver Us (Burning Bush and the 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12; 7–12:42
Today’s Bottom Line: Hold on because God knows what you’re going through.

Monthly Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Grit—Refusing to give up when life gets hard 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying some climbing accessories, including the carabiner clips.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “What’s up, my friends? (Put your hand over your eyes and look up.) Let’s see . . . the sky . . . and the mountain peak above you! (Point up.) Just a little climbing humor for you there. Sometimes you have to laugh, or even just groan, when you’re pushing through a challenge like climbing. It really takes some grit!
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Grit is refusing to give up when life gets hard.

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“The great news is that we never have to go through life alone. God is always there to help us . . . and God has also given us family and friends who can help us push through!
“I have a fun way that we can put that into action today, using these handy-dandy carabiner clips!

Hold up one of the carabiners.

“Now, normally climbers use these to clip onto ropes or other equipment, so they can safely climb up or climb down. But today, we’ll use these carabiners to clip to each other!
“First, let’s divide into two teams, then line up with your team.
Help the kids divide into two teams. Make sure the teams are divided as evenly as possible (i.e. number of kids, age, height).

Note: if you don’t have enough kids to make two lines long enough to make things interesting, you can instead play the game as one team and race against the clock.

“First, you need to take one good size step away from the person in line behind you. Spread out as evenly as you can on your team, then try to reach out and touch the person’s hand on either side of you. You should be able to touch fingertips, but just barely.

Walk around and make sure everyone is spaced out appropriately.

“Okay! That’s looking good. Here are your carabiners.
Give one carabiner each to the kids at the front and end of the line. Give two carabiners each to the rest of the kids.
“When I say ‘Go,’ you’ll close your eyes—and you must KEEP them closed. No peeking! You’ll start with the first person in line for your team. That’s [kid’s name] and [kid’s name]. They’ll reach behind them with their carabiner and try to connect with the carabiner in the second person’s hand. As soon as those two clip their carabiners together, then the second person will reach with their other hand to clip their OTHER carabiner to the person behind THEM . . . and so on. We’ll keep going until everyone is connected and the last person in line clips on.
“You can’t open your eyes while we play the game, but you CAN talk to each other. So make sure you call the name of the person behind you when it’s your turn to connect with them.
“The first team to connect their entire line first, wins! (Or if you can get the whole line connected before the clock runs out, you win!)
“Let’s get connected, climbers! On your mark, get set, go!
AUDIO: Fun instrumental music
Note: If you’re doing a race against the clock, set a timer on your phone.

Comment on the action as the kids play the game. Remind them to keep their eyes closed if needed.
Keep an eye out to see if any kids are having trouble—especially younger kids. If they are, you can guide their shoulders and point them in the right direction.
If you’re doing a team vs. team competition, when one team successfully clips their whole line together, acknowledge the winning team. (Let the other team finish, if possible, so all kids get a chance to play.) If the kids are competing as one team against the clock, celebrate if they beat the clock.
You may want to collect the carabiners so that they’re not a distraction during Worship. (If so, plan to hand them out again for the story.)
“That was hilarious to watch you all try to connect to each other. I know it was actually tricky! But you showed some real grit and refused to give up, even when it was hard! Now let’s sing and worship God together. God is the one who gives us the power to keep going!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “No matter how hard life gets, we don’t have to go through it alone. Our God is always there to see us through! As we read in Psalm 46:1 (NIrV), ‘God is our place of safety. He gives us strength. He is always there to help us in times of trouble.’ We run to God, no matter what we’re facing. Let’s sing and worship God together!
AUDIO: “I Run to You” / track 6 from Make a Move
“We can keep going and ‘make a move’ for God, because God has given us a purpose in this life. When we live as Jesus taught us—when we love God and love others—we can stay strong through any challenges we have to face. We can keep going because we’re doing what God created us to do! Let’s sing this song to God with everything we’ve got. 
AUDIO: “Make a Move” / track 1 from Make a Move
“Way to make a move, everyone! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “We’ve been making our way through the Bible, all the way from the beginning. (Hold up Bible.) And WOW, we’ve seen some amazing stories so far!

If you’re using a Bible timeline on your wall, you can refer to it as you recap.

“We’ve seen how God had a plan to bless the world through Abraham and Sarah’s family. Their descendants were known as the Israelites, or Hebrews.
“We looked at the story of Joseph, who was the great-grandson of Abraham and Sarah. Joseph had been taken to the land of Egypt, and he was in charge of saving up food there because a time of famine was coming. Joseph invited his family to travel to Egypt so they’d have enough to eat. That’s how the Israelites came to live there.
“As time passed, the pharaoh of Egypt was worried that the Israelites were getting too powerful, because their families continued to grow. So the pharaoh enslaved them and made them work for no pay.
“The Israelites were enslaved for hundreds of years, and they cried out to God for help. God heard them and chose someone to help them—a Hebrew man named Moses. Moses had been raised in the pharaoh’s palace, but he ran away to live as a shepherd in the land of Midian.
“You might have heard some of Moses’ story before. Or even if you haven’t, it’ll be fun to guess. Let’s see if you can tell me what happened next as I share this story with you today.

If you gathered up the carabiners earlier, hand them out now, one to each kid.

“When I ask you a question about the story, you’ll come up and clip your carabiner on one of these signs: A, B, or C.”
GOD SPEAKS TO MOSES
LEADER: “We first met Moses last week, when he was a baby. At this point in the story, he was actually 80 years old. One day, when Moses was out taking care of his sheep, he saw something burning in the wilderness. What do you think he saw?

SLIDE: Story Question #1a
“A) a bush, B) a shoe, or C) a car? Come up and vote by clipping your carabiner on the sign A, B, or C.
Give the kids a few seconds to clip their carabiner to their chosen sign.

“If you guessed answer ‘A,’ you’re right!
SLIDE: Story Question #1b
“Moses saw a burning bush in the wilderness.
“Okay, come up and grab a carabiner so you’ll be ready for the next question. It doesn’t have to be the one you had before. It can be any of them.

Give the kids a few seconds to get a carabiner.

“Now, back to this burning bush. Usually, when something catches fire, it burns up. But this bush just kept on burning. As Moses edged nearer, God’s voice called to him from the midst of the fire. God told Moses to take off his sandals, because the place where he was standing was holy ground. Then God said . . .
Open the Bible to Exodus 3:6-10 (NIrV) and read.

“I am the God of your father. I am the God of Abraham. I am the God of Isaac. And I am the God of Jacob . . . I have seen how my people are suffering in Egypt. I have heard them cry out because of their slave drivers. I am concerned about their suffering.

“So I have come down to save them from the Egyptians. I will bring them up out of that land. I will bring them into a good land. It has a lot of room. It is a land that has plenty of milk and honey . . . So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh. I want you to bring the Israelites out of Egypt. They are my people.

“God had chosen Moses to help the Israelites and lead them to freedom!

“Remember, Moses had been raised in the palace by the pharaoh’s daughter. But that pharaoh had died, and a new pharaoh was in charge. Also, Moses had no idea if his own people would accept him. 

“Moses asked God what would happen if the people didn’t believe that God had sent him. God responded by giving Moses a sign. God told Moses to throw his walking stick on the ground. Moses did what he was told. What do you think happened when he did that?

SLIDE: Story Question #2a
“A) the stick exploded, B) the stick turned into a snake, or C) the stick turned into a bear. All right, come up and vote!
Give the kids a few seconds to clip their carabiner to their chosen sign.

“If you chose ‘B,’ you’re right!
SLIDE: Story Question #2b
“Right then and there, God turned Moses’ walking stick into a snake, then back into a stick.

“Okay, come grab a carabiner for the next question as quickly as you can!

Give the kids a few seconds to get a carabiner.

“Moses had seen God do something amazing. And God showed him two OTHER miracles, too. But still, Moses was feeling nervous. He explained to God that he wasn’t good at speaking in front of people. He begged God to send someone else. So God told Moses that his brother, Aaron, would speak to the people for him.”
Let my people go
LEADER: “Moses and Aaron did as God said and traveled back to Egypt. With Aaron’s help, Moses spoke to the Israelites to tell them that God would lead them out of Egypt. 
“Then Moses and Aaron went to speak to the new pharaoh. They told him . . .
Open the Bible to Exodus 5:1 (NIrV) and read.

“The LORD is the God of Israel. He says, ‘Let my people go.’
“How do you think the pharaoh responded?

SLIDE: Story Question #3a
“A) he sent the Israelites on their way, B) he threw a big party for everyone, or C) he ordered the Israelites to work even harder.

“Come up and vote!
Give the kids a few seconds to clip their carabiner to their chosen sign.

“If you chose answer ‘C,’ you’re right.
SLIDE: Story Question 3b
“Instead of releasing God’s people, Pharaoh gave orders for them to work even harder! Now the Israelites were upset with Moses for making things worse.

“Come grab a carabiner so you’re ready for the next question.
Give the kids a few seconds to get a carabiner.

“Moses cried out to God and asked why God hadn’t freed the Israelites. God told Moses that the pharaoh wasn’t going to listen to him. But God had a plan. God said . . .
Open the Bible to Exodus 7:4-5 (NIrV) and read.

“I will use my powerful hand against Egypt. When I judge them with mighty acts, I will bring my people Israel out like an army on the march. Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD. I will reach out my powerful hand against them. I will bring the people of Israel out of Egypt.”
THE PLAGUES
LEADER: “Later, Aaron performed the miracle for the pharaoh that God had shown Moses. He threw his walking stick down on the ground, and it turned into a snake. But the pharaoh still wouldn’t let God’s people go.

“The next day, Aaron and Moses met the pharaoh down at the Nile River. Aaron struck the water with his walking stick, as God had instructed him to do. All the water in Egypt turned to blood! But still, the pharaoh was stubborn and wouldn’t let the Israelites go. 

“Over and over, Moses told Pharaoh to let God’s people go. Over and over, the pharaoh refused—even though God sent plagues on the Egyptian people. There were frogs, gnats, and flies. All the Egyptians’ livestock animals died. Terrible sores showed up all over the Egyptians and their animals. Hail and locusts destroyed the crops.
“What plague do you think God sent next?

SLIDE: Story Question #4a
“A) rice fell from the sky, B) it was dark for three whole days, or C) all the animals started talking.

“Come up and vote. This is the last one!
Give the kids a few seconds to clip their carabiner to their chosen sign.

“Answer ‘B’ is the correct answer.
SLIDE: Story Question #4b
“We’ll just leave the carabiners there for now.

“Darkness covered the whole land for three days. Last came the most awful plague of all. The oldest son of every Egyptian family . . . died. Only the Israelite families were saved, because they painted the blood of a lamb over their door frames—just as God had told them to do. When the pharaoh saw what had happened, he called for Moses and Aaron one last time and told the Israelites to go.”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Moses and Aaron gathered the people together. They packed up in the middle of the night and left as quickly as they could, taking their flocks and herds of animals with them. After hundreds of years, God’s people were finally free!
“We’ll find out next week what happened to the Israelites as they left Egypt. But for now, let’s think about how amazing it is that God HEARD the cries of the Israelite people . . . and God had a plan to help them. God sent Moses to lead them. In the end, God RESCUED the people and led them into freedom!
“When we face tough things, we can trust that God sees what we’re facing, too. God cares about us and is there to help us—even if it might not be the way we expect. God sees us, and God loves us. God knows what we’re going through.

“Remember . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Hold on because God knows what you’re going through.
“Let’s thank God for being there for us, no matter what we’re facing.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for the story of Moses and the Israelites. It’s amazing how You rescued Your people, brought them out of Egypt, and set them free! This story reminds us how much You love each of us, too, and how You care about what we’re going through. Some of us in this room are facing some tough stuff right now. Please help us trust You, God. No matter what we’re facing, we know that we can hold on because YOU know what we’re going through. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “The Israelites kept praying and calling out to God for help. They were in a terrible situation, and they hoped that God would hear them and come to their rescue. Of course, God DID know what they were going through. God had a plan to save them!

“It’s safe to say that Moses knew God was with HIM. I mean, God literally SPOKE to Moses from the burning bush! 
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 4 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.
“Because Moses knew that God was with him, he had the courage to go with Aaron to talk to the pharaoh.

“God really knew what the Israelites were going through. That’s something we can remember today—because God knows what WE’RE going through, too.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Hold on because God knows what you’re going through. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Hold on because God knows what you’re going through.”
LEADER: “That’s such a HUGE reason that we can have grit when we face tough times.
“We can also think about Jesus and about why God sent Jesus for us. God’s rescue plan for the Israelites was to bring them out of Egypt. God’s rescue plan for the whole WORLD was to send Jesus to be our Savior! Because Jesus died on the cross, we can be forgiven of our sins—the things we’ve done wrong. When we put our faith in Jesus and choose to follow Him, we can be set free! We can also find the strength we need to keep going when we face challenges in life.

“You might be facing some of those challenges right now, or maybe you can think back to something God brought you through in the past. Maybe it was a time when you were stressed out about school or friends or something happened with your family that made you feel lost or confused. That’s so hard, I know. I wasn’t sure I could keep holding on when . . . 

Share a personal, age-appropriate story of how God was with you through a hard time.

“But I knew that [Basic Truth] I could trust God no matter what. I knew that God was always there with me. God saw what I was going through . . . and God helped me get through it! That’s why I can truly say [Bottom Line] hold on because God knows what you’re going through. 
“Let’s head over to Small Group and keep talking about that together. Before you go, though, you can come up and grab a carabiner!”
Give a carabiner to each kid as you dismiss them to their small groups. (Or you could do this when you dismiss them to their parents instead.)
AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Climbing accessories for the Leader

· Carabiners (two for each kid)
· Leader’s phone to set a timer (optional)

· “Week 4 Timeline Image” printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 

· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun instrumental music for the game
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide

· Week 4 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 4 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. 
· Optional: Download a countdown video from a royalty-free site. Load it into your presentation software and have it ready to play during the Opener. You could also keep time on a smartphone or watch. Note: Some presentation software such as ProPresenter® have a countdown clock built into the program that you can overlay on a still image. 
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Buy enough carabiners so that you have two for each kid for the Opener. You’ll use those same carabiners for the Bible story (for which you’ll just need one for each kid).
· You can allow the kids to take a carabiner home. Plan to pass them out at the end of Large Group or when you dismiss the kids to their parents after Small Group.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “I Run to You” from Make a Move
· “Make a Move” from Make a Move
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Carabiners (from the Opener; you’ll need one for each kid for the story)
· A, B, and C laminated signs
· Hole punch
· Rope, ribbon, shoelace, etc. to tie to the signs (see “What You Do”)
· Something to hang the signs to (see “What You Do”)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· “Story Question” Slides 
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Make and laminate signs that say “A,” “B,” and “C.” Punch a hole on each side of the bottom of the signs. Then tie a thin rope, shoelace, or ribbon through the holes so the string stretches across the bottom of each sign. That way the kids can easily clip the carabiners to the rope/string.
· Hang the signs on the front of the stage with something strong enough that they will withstand the weight of several carabiners.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts and a Communicator walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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