252 Kids


 September 2022 • Week 2
High Wire: Daring to trust


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—September 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Liquid (Isaac’s Wells) • Genesis 26:1-22, 26-31
Today’s Bottom Line: Trust God no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Make a Move” from Make a Move and “Over and Over” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Well to Well
Application Activity: Trusting Well
Memory Verse Activity: Amazing Trust!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Liquid (Isaac’s Wells) • Genesis 26:1-22, 26-31
Today’s Bottom Line: Trust God no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids understand that God is always trustworthy, no matter what the circumstances. For those who need help trusting God, pray that they would see their part in today’s story and be able to trust God even through difficult and unknown circumstances.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Greet kids as they arrive and welcome them to Small Group. 
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Start a game of “THIS or THAT.”
· Read a choice below or make up your own. 

· Instruct the kids to run to the left side of your Small Group area if they would choose the first option you share and the right side if they would choose the second option.
· THIS or THAT:
· Would you rather drink only water and nothing else for a month OR have to bathe in soda for a month? 
· Would you rather carry four bottles of water one mile or two bottles of water two miles? 
· Would you rather shower in only cold water or drink only hot water? 
· Would you rather eat pasta that’s been cooked in apple juice or eat cereal in orange juice? 
· Would you rather wash your clothes in a bathtub of punch or go outside and use a hose filled with chocolate syrup? 
· Would you rather pull a wagon filled with water bottles or push a wheelbarrow filled with water bottles? 
· Would you rather eat dry pasta or dry oatmeal? 
· Would you rather sanitize your hands with plain vinegar or plain lemon juice? 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Long jump rope or two normal jump ropes tied together, (optional) blindfolds
What You Do:
· Give two kids an end of the rope.

· Instruct the kids to practice swinging the rope gently over and over like in Double Dutch. 
· Invite the kids to practice jumping over the rope, one at a time. 
· Direct the kids to pair-up. 
· Switch the rope swingers to a pair of older kids who are likely to pay close attention to what they’re doing. 
· Invite one of the other pairs of kids to approach the jump rope. 
· Direct one of the kids in the pair to close their eyes and stand ready to jump over the rope. 
· Direct the other kid in the pair to keep their eyes open and tell the other kid when to jump. 
· Let each pair have three tries, with each kid getting to jump. 
· When all pairs have gone, try it yourself—close your eyes and let the kids tell you when to jump. 
· (Optional) You may choose to use blindfolds for this activity if you think kids will accuse others of “cheating” and opening their eyes, but it may cause anxiety in some if they’re really nervous about the rope.
What You Say:
“Wow! That was a circus-worthy trick! The AMAZING BLINDFOLDED JUMPING KIDS OF [your church’s name]! You had to have a lot of trust in your partner to jump when they said! If you jumped too early, you’d just look silly, but if you didn’t jump in time, you could trip on the rope. It took a lot of tries to get it right, and you had to keep jumping over and over again. [Transition] Let’s go hear about someone who trusted God over and over and over again.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Well to Well 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Plastic cups, blue tissue paper or gift bag filler, and large buckets, (optional) kiddie pool
What You Do:
· Set four of the buckets around your room to be the “wells.”
· Keep the fifth bucket separate or use the kiddie pool as the fifth well.
· Fill the fifth bucket or pool with the blue tissue paper to be the “water.” 
· Put a cupful of “water” in each bucket. 
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Call one team “Well Fillers” and one team “Well Emptiers.”
· Give each kid a plastic cup.
· Direct the Well Fillers to scoop their cup full of water from the fifth bucket and put the cup on their heads. (They can hold the cup with one hand.) 
· Direct the Well Fillers to run to a “well” and empty their cup into it before running to get more water, trying to fill all of the wells with water.
· Direct the Well Emptiers to go to a “well,” scoop out the “water” with their cups, and hold the cups on their heads while they go to the fifth bucket to empty the water into it.
· Instruct the players on both teams to go at the same time.
· If you have enough space, all kids can play at one time.

· If space does not allow, or if you have a larger group, guide teams to take turns sending one teammate at a time to “move the water.” 
· After a few minutes, end the game.
· If there are any empty wells at the end of the game, the Well Emptiers get a point for each one.

· If any wells are mostly full at the end of the game, the Well Fillers get a point for those.
· If time allows, switch roles for the teams and play again. 
What You Say:
“This game was pretty competitive! How does it remind us of our Bible story? (Our story was about wells.) 
“Isaac was trying to provide for his family with his wells and take care of those around him. The Philistines wanted control of all the water. If they couldn’t have it, nobody could! That’s why they put dirt into Isaac’s wells. 
“Isaac could have panicked and started a war with the Philistines to try to get his wells back, but he trusted that God would take care of him, no matter where he went. So he moved and dug another well. And when his enemies ruined that one, he moved again. Eventually, he had peace with the Philistines AND good water from his wells. 
“Isaac knew a lot was riding on this decision to move and dig new wells or stay and start a war. What might have happened if he’d stayed and fought for his wells? (There would be fighting for a long time; no one would have water; Isaac’s family could have gotten hurt.) But what if he moved and there was no water in the new wells he dug? (His family wouldn’t have water. They’d eventually get sick.) 
“When there was a lot of confusion and concern, Isaac chose to trust God. Sometimes there’s confusion and concern in our lives. Just like Isaac, you can [Bottom Line] trust God no matter what.”
*2. Trusting Well 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “Trusting Wells” Activity Pages, kid scissors, glue sticks, drawing paper, and coloring materials 
What You Do:
· Give each kid a piece of drawing paper.

· Set out the coloring materials and scissors. 
· Give each kid a “Trusting Wells” Activity Page. 
· Direct the kids to cut out the four wells on their page.
· On the paper, encourage kids to draw a simple map of your country or the area where they live. 

· Invite the kids to think of times when they chose to trust God based on the names (labels) of the wells they cut out.
· For example:
· On the well named “Friends,” they could write about a situation when they were fighting with a friend and they trusted God to give them wisdom, or if a friend is going through a difficult time, they could write around the well how they will encourage their friend to trust God.
· On the well named “Family,” they could think of a time when one of their siblings was being unkind and annoying, but they trusted God and didn’t fight back because they knew their sibling had a bad day. Or kids could think of a time when they chose to trust God and do what a parent asked them to do, even though they didn’t understand why they were asked to do it.
· On the well named “Changes,” they could think of a time when they weren’t sure what was going to happen next if their family was moving to a new place or they had to go to a new school. They could write about starting a new class in the beginning of this school year.

· On the well named “Disappointment,” consider referencing the Covid-19 pandemic: was there anything they wanted to do but couldn’t because they or somebody in their family got sick? Maybe kids counted on going to a party, vacation, or sleepover and it didn’t work out.
· Ask older kids to help younger ones think of times they have trusted God or when they might need to in the near future. 
· When they finish writing, let them glue their wells on their maps. 

What You Say:
“We all have experiences with these wells: Friends, Family, Changes, Disappointment. But these experiences in our lives are actually times we can show that we [Bottom Line] trust God no matter what.
(Invite kids to share about their wells.) Those sound like big situations. Even if someone else thinks our problems are small, those problems matter to us, and they matter to God.
“In our Bible story, Isaac had a lot of things to think about. He and his family desperately needed water. His neighbors were his enemies. His enemies were ruining his wells. There were probably lots of times he didn’t know what to do or what choice to make, and he had to trust God.”
[Make It Personal] (Share about an age-appropriate situation in which you had to trust God in the midst of big decisions—which job to take, how to make new friends, how to spend money, the right thing to say in a big argument at home or work, etc.) 
3. Amazing Trust! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Amazing Trust! Instructions” Activity Pages, Bibles, glass(es) of water, and index cards, (optional) bin or access to sink
NOTE: You may want to practice this at home before group time. YouTube™ has many videos on this experiment—just search “glass of water and index card.”
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Look up Proverbs 3:5 as a group with the navigation tips below and read it out loud several times.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Proverbs” in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Proverbs, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Proverbs. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger kids find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Proverbs, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 3, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 5 in chapter 3. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Hold up the glass of water and ask kids what would happen if you turned it upside down. (The water would fall out.) 
· Ask if there is one brave kid who would trust you and let you turn this glass of water upside down over their head. 
· When you have a volunteer, make sure everyone is looking closely at you. 
· Make sure the glass rim isn’t wet then press the card firmly over the mouth of the glass with one hand. 
· Move your other hand to the bottom of the glass. In one smooth motion, turn the glass over, still holding the card on the mouth of the glass. 
· Slowly remove your hand from the card. The card will hold in the water in the upside-down glass! 
· You can hold it over the head of your volunteer, but be careful—this trick only works for a short moment until the card gets soggy and wet. Then it will leak!
· Turn the glass right side up and set it aside. 
· (Optional) If you have time, extra glasses of water, and a bin or sink, guide kids to try this experiment themselves. 

· Choose two kids to go first. 

· Guide them as they try to repeat the experiment, holding the cup over a sink or large storage bin just in case of spills.

· Remind kids to have self-control as they do the experiment and patience as they wait their turn to try.

· Give each kid an index card and a sticker from the “Amazing Trust! Instructions” Activity Page. 
· Direct the kids to put the stickers on their cards so they can take them home and try this trick themselves. 
What You Say:
“This is an amazing science experiment that looks like a circus trick! But [kid’s name] sure had a lot of trust in me, even before they saw how the trick worked. Even though [kid’s name] didn’t quite understand what was going on, they trusted me and volunteered. 
“We don’t always understand the situations around us and know the choices we should make. But when we [Bottom Line] trust God no matter what, God will give us the wisdom and patience to make the right decisions.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What choice or situation are you facing where you need to trust God? Do you need to trust God to give you peace, wisdom, or ideas for practical help?
· How could you work on trusting God if you’re not sure how? Who could help you with that?
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Plastic cups from “Well to Well” Activity, blue paper, and pencils 
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a piece of blue paper, a cup, and a pencil.
· Instruct the kids to write one thing they have to do this week—a choice they have to make, a situation they’re facing, a test to take, or a practice to go to—that they need to trust God through. 
· Direct the kids to write their situation on the blue paper and put it into their well (plastic cup).
· Remind the kids that they can [Bottom Line] trust God no matter what. 
· Challenge kids to take out their piece of paper every day and ask God for the ability to trust in their situation. 

· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for hearing us. Thank You for promising to be with us, no matter what we face. God, whatever is in our well, whatever we face, please help us trust You. We know that You are with us, You will help us, and You love us. We love and trust You, God. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their “wells.” Give parents a head’s up that they may want to talk with their kids about the situations they wrote on their cards. Also, challenge the adults to try the water experiment—it’s super fun! 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Long jump rope (like those used in double-dutch) or two normal jump ropes tied together
· (Optional) Blindfolds
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Well to Well 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Plastic cups; at least one for each kid
· Blue tissue paper, torn into small pieces or blue gift bag filler (enough to fill a large bucket or most of a small kiddie pool)
· Five large buckets (four if using a kiddie pool) 
· (Optional) Small kiddie pool
*2. Trusting Well 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Print the “Trusting Wells” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Glue sticks 
· Kid scissors
· Drawing paper
· Coloring materials 
3. Amazing Trust! 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Print the “Amazing Trust! Instructions” on Avery® #6878 labels or equivalent; one sticker for each kid

· Bibles
· One to three glasses completely filled with water (must be glass) 
· 4” x 6” index cards that can completely fit over the opening of the glass(es)—two or more for each kid plus one for demonstration
NOTE: You may want to practice this at home before group time. YouTube™ has many videos on this experiment—just search “glass of water and index card.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Plastic cups from “Well to Well” Activity
· Blue paper
· Pencils
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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