252 Kids


 September 2022 • Week 1
High Wire: Daring to trust


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—September 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Unforgetful You (Abraham and Isaac) • Genesis 15:1-6; 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
Today’s Bottom Line: Trust God even when you have to wait.

Monthly Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Over and Over” from Everything to Me and “Never Gonna Give Up” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: A Long Wait
Application Activity: Juggling Act
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Rhythm
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Unforgetful You (Abraham and Isaac) • Genesis 15:1-6; 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
Today’s Bottom Line: Trust God even when you have to wait.

Monthly Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to be with those who are in periods of waiting, whether it be for a parent to find a new job, news about a family member, or just for things to get better with friends at school. Thank God for being a God we can trust at all times and especially while we’re waiting. Pray that your few would grow in their patient trust of God. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, twisting balloons, and balloon pump, (optional) smartphone or tablet
What You Do: 
· Greet kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· If this is your first week with a new group of kids or you’re new in your role, take some time to chat with the kids individually and as a group.
· Ask questions to get to know them better.
· What’s your favorite food?

· What’s your favorite sport?

· What’s your favorite school lunch?

· Who is your favorite YouTuber?
· Set out the long balloons and pumps. 
· Invite the kids to pump up some balloons and try their hand at balloon animal-making. 
· As an option, watch a YouTube™ tutorial on a phone or tablet to see how to make a particular balloon animal.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Painter’s tape, books, and a marker
What You Do:
· Tape a start line and a finish line. 
· Tape a “tightrope” line from the start line to the finish line.
· Let someone volunteer to go first.
· Challenge them to place one or two books on their head and walk along the “tightrope” without dropping a book or holding the books in place.
· When they drop a book, invite them to write their name on a piece of painter’s tape and place it in the spot they made it to.
· Continue in this way, letting kids take turns balancing books on their heads and walking the tightrope. 
· If you have space and enough books, let two or three kids walk at the same time.
· Choose the three kids who made it the farthest and let them compete against each other to see who can make it the farthest out of that group.
· Declare a tightrope champion!
What You Say:
“You all have some great natural balance! I’m impressed by your tightrope skills. If this had been a real tightrope, you would have had to exercise a lot of patience as you slowly made your way across the rope AND you would have had to trust that the net below you would catch you if you fell. [Transition] Let’s go hear how the people in our Bible story had to wait patiently AND trust God for a very long time.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. A Long Wait
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Signs” Activity Pages and prizes or treats
What You Do:
· Introduce the kids to the song below by singing it to them. (to the tune of “99 Bottles”) 
“99 years awaiting God’s promise,

99 years to wait!
A year goes by, my how time flies!
98 years awaiting God’s promise!”
· Hold the “Signs” Activity Pages and direct the kids to follow you.

· Tell the kids that you will give them a treat when it’s time to stop for good. 

· Lead the kids on a long “journey” back and forth in your Small Group area, walking from wall to wall, over and over again. 
· Sing the song together as you walk, decreasing one number each time.

· Occasionally, hold up the STOP and WAIT signs to cue the kids to STOP and WAIT.
· As you’re stopped, sing the variation below.
“[Number you’re on] years awaiting God’s promise,
[Number] years to wait!
Time goes by, watch it fly!
[New number at least ten years less] years awaiting God’s promise! 
· Hold up the NOW sign and continue walking on the “journey.”
· Hold up the STOP and WAIT signs several times until you’re at year one.

· Instruct the kids to sit in a circle.
· Sing

“One more year awaiting God’s promise.

One more year to wait!
Guests arrive. Who are these guys?
Just one more year to wait!”
· Quietly sing, acting like you’re rocking a baby
“No more years awaiting God’s promise
No more years to wait!
A baby cries, a lullaby,
So glad we trusted God all this time!”
· Give each kid a treat or prize. 
What You Say:
“Waiting for God’s promise must have been difficult for Abraham and Sarah. Why do you think they kept waiting? (They trusted God’s promise, they knew God would give them a child.) 
“Waiting is never easy, especially when you don’t know exactly what’s going to happen. You have to trust whoever you’re waiting on. Have you ever waited for your grown-ups to leave church? It takes forever! But you have to trust that eventually, they’ll wrap up their talking and bring you home. They’re not going to stay here FOREVER, even if it feels that way. 
“Or have you ever had to wait for something good at school? (Invite responses.) Whether it’s pizza day at the cafeteria or a field trip you’re excited for, there’s always something just ahead on the calendar. Why do you trust that you’ll get what you waited for? (Invite responses—we have pizza every Friday; the teachers said we’re going, etc.)
“Sure, there are times when what we’ve waited for doesn’t happen, but it’s not like that with God. God is not stopped by rainy days, pandemics, or a pizza delivery breakdown. When God makes a promise, you can depend on that happening. You can [Bottom Line] trust God even when you have to wait.”
2. Juggling Act 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Wooden chopsticks, long twisting balloons, duct tape in various colors, and scissors
What You Do:
· Give each kid four chopsticks and eight balloons.
· Set out the duct tape and scissors.
· Guide kids to tape two chopsticks together lengthwise to make one long stick. 
· Instruct the kids to hold the two chopsticks end to end on the thicker ends, then put a piece of tape around them both. 
· Direct the kids to add pieces of tape to strengthen the area. 
· Instruct the kids to carefully cover each remaining chopstick with a balloon. (The easiest way to do it is to stretch out the balloon beforehand.) 
· Direct the kids to hold the thicker end of a chopstick in one hand and place the other end in the neck of the balloon. 
· Direct the kids to roll the balloon up the chopstick, like putting on socks or tights, until it completely covers the whole chopstick. 
· Direct the kids to tape the neck of the balloon over the chopstick. 
· Instruct the kids to cover the long chopstick that is taped in the middle with balloons as well.

· Direct the kids to roll a balloon onto each end of the chopstick and stretch them to meet in the middle.

· Instruct the kids to tape the two balloons together in the middle of the long chopstick. 
· Direct the kids to stretch out the remaining balloons. 
· Instruct the kids to wrap one balloon around each of the small chopsticks, in a spiral going all the way up, and tape down both ends. 
· Guide kids to make a tassel on each end of the long chopstick. 

· Direct the kids to fold a piece of duct tape in half and carefully cut small slits 3/4 of the way from the edge to the fold. 
· Instruct the kids to wrap the cut duct tape around the end of the long chopstick and tape it well. 
· Invite the kids to play with the sticks.

· The point is to toss the long stick back and forth between the short sticks, twirl it on the sticks, throw and catch it between the short sticks, etc. 
· Be careful with all the tossing and catching.

· Make sure kids are well spread out for practicing.

· Have a cool-down area on the sidelines for those who get frustrated and need a break.
· Remind the kids to use the sticks as directed and not for “sword” fights or anything else. 
What You Say:
“It took some trust to let you guys run around with sticks! I’m depending on you to act responsibly. You also had to trust me. There was a lot of waiting involved in this activity. You had to wait until everyone had their sticks finished to play. You had to wait until we were all spread out. You had to wait if you needed help assembling your sticks or learning the tricks. 
“You waited because you trusted that I would come through—that I’d help you if you needed it and make sure everyone was ready when we needed to move on. You trust me a lot, and as your Small Group Leader, I really appreciate that! 
“Who else in your life can you trust, even if you have to wait for them? (Invite responses—parents, teachers, friends, etc.) 
“You can [Bottom Line] trust God even when you have to wait. If you were willing to wait and trust me, you can definitely trust God!”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· What do you know about God that helps you to depend on and trust God no matter what?

· When is it hard to trust God? 
· When have you had to wait for something big that, like Abraham, you couldn’t see yet?
· What can we take from Abraham and Sarah’s story to encourage us to trust God even when we have to wait? 

3. Verse Rhythm 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Bibles and juggling sticks from “Juggling Act” Activity
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Using the Bible navigation tips below, look up Proverbs 3:5 together. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “Proverbs” in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Proverbs, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Proverbs. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger kids find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Proverbs, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 3, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 5 in chapter 3. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Challenge the kids to come up with a rhythm to say the verse to by tapping their short juggling sticks on the ground.
· Practice until you can all say the verse together to the rhythm.
What You Say:
“Our verse reminds us that you can [Bottom Line] trust God even when you have to wait. You might think that you need something God has promised RIGHT NOW, but maybe you don’t.
“You know God has promised to one day make everything right again, but it’s hard to wait for that, especially if someone we love is sick or we’re hurting. We know that God always keeps promises and is dependable. God is trustworthy, even if it feels like God is taking a long time.
(Look up 2 Peter 3:9a and read it out loud.) I’m sure that Abraham and Sarah felt like God was slow, but God was right on time, giving them the child promised to them during God’s own perfect timing.
“When you feel frustrated waiting for something big, remember how God was there for Abraham and Sarah and know that God is always there for you, too. You can [Bottom Line] trust God even when you have to wait.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Juggling sticks from “Juggling Act” and ribbon
What You Do: 
· Make sure kids have their juggling sets.

· Give each kid their yard of ribbon.

· Invite the kids to tie their sticks together in a bundle to take them home.
· Close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for being trustworthy. We know that we can trust You, even when we have to wait. Please give us the patience we need to trust You, no matter how long it takes! We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, invite the kids to show off their juggling sticks and explain how long it took to make them. Invite the kids to share that you can [Bottom Line] trust God even when you have to wait.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container

· Twisting balloons to make balloon animals; more than one for each kid
· Balloon pump
· (Optional) smartphone or tablet with internet access to play instructional tutorial for making balloon animals
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Painter’s tape
· Lightweight books; a few for each small group
· Marker
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. A Long Wait 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Signs” Activity Page on cardstock; one set for each small group
· Fun prizes or treats; one for each kid
2. Juggling Act 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Wooden chopsticks; four for each kid 
· Long twisting balloons (the kind used for balloon animals); eight for each kid plus extras
· Duct tape in various colors 
· Scissors
3. Verse Rhythm
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Bibles 
· Juggling sticks from “Juggling Act” Activity
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Juggling sticks from “Juggling Act” Activity
· Ribbon cut into yard lengths; one for each kid 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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