252 Kids


 September 2022 • Week 2

High Wire: Daring to trust


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—September 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Liquid (Isaac’s Wells) • Genesis 26:1-22, 26-31
Today’s Bottom Line: Trust God no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Make a Move” from Make a Move and “Over and Over” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Well to Well
Application Activity: Trusting Well
Memory Verse Activity: Amazing Trust!
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Liquid (Isaac’s Wells) • Genesis 26:1-22, 26-31
Today’s Bottom Line: Trust God no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying the prop box with the game supplies.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
AUDIO: Circus music

LEADER: “Welcome back to the [your environment’s name] Circus! We had a blast last week kicking off our three-ring circus.
SLIDE: Three-Ring Circus
“This week, we have more fun and entertaining acts . . . 

SLIDE: Clowns
“More death-defying feats of skill . . . 
SLIDE: Tightrope Walkers
“And more high-flying showstoppers!

SLIDE: Acrobats
AUDIO: Music fades
“Whew—that last one really makes my heart jump! Circus performers really have to trust their fellow acrobats to do stunts like that. That’s what we’re talking about this month: trust!
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Trust is putting your confidence in someone you can depend on.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“Of course, we know that [Basic Truth] we can trust God no matter what. And hopefully we can trust each other, too!
“Trust always helps when we’re working together. Let’s see if we can practice that with a fun game! Everyone, pick a partner then line up with your partner on the outside of these taped lines.

As the kids divide up, show them where to stand behind the lines, facing their partners. Give the empty buckets to one row of kids. Give the cups of circus peanuts candy to the other row of kids.

“Who here loves circus peanuts? (Hold up the candy.) I know, I know, these are just about everyone’s least favorite candy. Don’t worry, they don’t have any actual peanuts in them. I think they’re made of . . . chalk? Just kidding. But seriously, they’re not the best candy. But they do make for a great game!

“When I say, ‘Toss,’ those of you on this side (indicate the row of kids with the candy) will try to toss a circus peanut into your partner’s empty bucket. If you make it in, then when I say so, you will take a step back. If you miss, you’re out, and both partners need to sit down. We’ll keep going and keep taking a step farther apart from each other, until we’re down to just one team.

“Okay everyone, step up to the line, and let’s play! We’ll begin with a practice round.
AUDIO: Circus music
Shout, “Toss,” and watch to see that everyone makes it in. (If they miss during the practice round, they can stay in.) 
Then play the first real round. If a team misses, they sit down. Tell all the teams that were successful to take a step back (you could have both teammates take a step back or just one of the two each time). Then play the next round.

Keep going with kids taking a step back each time, until you have a winning team. If a lot of kids get out really early and time allows, you can play another round so they have a chance to play more.

“Nice job! You all could get a job feeding the elephants, I think! For now, everyone pick the circus peanuts up off the floor, toss them in the buckets, and pass your buckets in.
Have an adult/student helper take the buckets backstage or to another room and get them prepared for the Bible story.

“Everyone, stay standing. It’s time for us to worship God together!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “I’m so glad that no matter what we face in life, we can put our trust in God. God is always there to help us. Let’s sing this song to remind ourselves that we can look to God to help us through. We can ‘make a move’ and show how much we trust God with the way we live each day. 
AUDIO: “Make a Move” / track 1 from Make a Move
“That’s right! We can live with purpose because we know we can depend on God.
“Before we sing our next song, let’s watch this video together.

Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“We can trust God over and over and over again. We can be CONFIDENT in God because we know that God is with us—and God can do anything! God is strong and mighty. As David said in First Chronicles 29:11 (NIrV): Lord, you are great and powerful. Glory, majesty and beauty belong to you. Everything in heaven and on earth belongs to you. Let’s sing and thank God for being so good and faithful.
AUDIO: “Over and Over” / track 8 from Everything to Me
Optional Video (Media Package): “Over and Over” Dance Moves Music Video
“That was fun! I love it when we sing and praise God together. You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Adult/student helper brings out the wagon with the buckets covered in the towels. The helper quietly moves around the room and places a bucket of water at each of the three pre-determined spots, making sure the towels stay on top.

Then the helper should bring the wagon to the stage, with the remaining bucket of water, bucket of dirt, ladle, and shovel.
Setting up the story
LEADER: “We’ve been talking lately about how God made an amazing world. But then Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and sin entered the world.
“God chose one man, Abraham, to be a part of God’s plan to make things right again. God promised Abraham that he’d have more kids than there are stars in the sky . . . AND God promised that the whole world would be blessed through Abraham’s family. Eventually, Abraham and his wife Sarah did have a child—a boy named Isaac.”
THE GOOD LIFE
LEADER: “Isaac, his family, and his herdsmen lived on the plains in the land of the Philistines. And for them, water was life! 
Ladle up some water and pour it back into the bucket. 

“If they didn’t have access to a good, clean well, they couldn’t survive. Fortunately, Isaac and his family had some really great wells. They had plenty of water to drink and grow their crops. Isaac seemed right on track to live out the promises God gave his father, Abraham.

“Unfortunately, the Philistines who lived nearby became jealous of Isaac’s success. 
Dump the bucket with the dirt into the bucket of water.
“They shoveled dirt into his wells, and Isaac didn’t have water anymore! Yuck!”
Scoop out some of the now-muddy water to show the kids.

ON the MOVE
LEADER: “And it didn’t stop there. The king of the Philistines, King Abimelek, said to Isaac . . .
Open the Bible to Genesis 26:16 (NIrV) and read.

“Move away from us. You have become too powerful for us.

“Isaac had plenty of men who could stand against the Philistines and fight. But instead of fighting, he decided to trust God to take care of him. Isaac chose to keep his cool. He and his family packed up everything they owned.
“Here, can you all help me?

Bring around the box that has the backpacks and suitcases and hand them out.

“Okay everyone, follow me. We’re going to move like Isaac and his family did.
Lead the kids over to the first “station” that the helper set up: a bucket of water with a towel over the top. (Bring the ladle and shovel with you.)
“Isaac and his household moved on and made camp in the Valley of Gerar. This was a place where Abraham had lived for a time, many years before. 

Use the shovel to lift the towel off of the bucket.
(as you uncover the bucket) “Isaac opened the wells again, and they found fresh water!
Ladle up some water and pour it back into the bucket.

“Things were great—until the nearby Philistine herdsmen showed up to challenge Isaac’s servants. The Philistines claimed that the water was theirs.

“Again, Isaac could have fought back. But instead, he trusted God. He and his household moved camp, down the valley.
“Okay everyone, time to move again!
Lead the kids to the second “station.”
“Once again, Isaac’s servants set out to dig another well.
Use the shovel to lift the towel off of the bucket. 

“This new well also produced clean, clear, cool water.
Ladle up some water and pour it back into the bucket.

“But it wasn’t long before Philistine herders arrived on the scene to take over THIS well, too!”
PEACE . . . finally
LEADER: “And so, for a THIRD time, Isaac moved camp.
“Okay, everyone, you know the drill. Let’s go!
Lead the kids to the third “station.”
Use the shovel to lift the towel off of the bucket. 

“Isaac’s servants dug yet another well. Once again, they found water.
Ladle up some water and pour it back into the bucket.

“But this time—THIS time—Isaac was left in peace! In fact, King Abimelek showed up with some of his men to make it official.
“Isaac wasn’t so sure why the king and his men had come. Listen to their conversation.

Open the Bible to Genesis 26:27-29 (NIrV) and read.

“Isaac asked them, ‘Why have you come to me? You were angry with me and sent me away.’
“They answered, ‘We saw clearly that the LORD was with you. So we said, “There should be an agreement between us and you.” We want to make a peace treaty with you. Give us your word that you won’t harm us. We didn’t harm you. We always treated you well. We sent you away peacefully. And now the LORD has blessed you.’
“Isaac prepared a feast for the Philistines. Early the next morning, the men made an agreement to keep peace with each other. Then the Philistines went on their way.
“I think we should be on our way, too. Everyone, follow me back to our seats. You can drop your bags in the box as you go.”
Collect the backpacks and suitcases from the kids as they return to their seats.
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Isaac kept trusting God, no matter what. He could have fought back against the Philistines, but then he might have been enemies with them forever.
“For Isaac, trusting God looked like moving on and not fighting. Sometimes trusting God means standing up for ourselves. The truth is, trusting God can look a lot of different ways. But it’s important that we choose to trust God and ask God for the wisdom to know what to do in any situation.
“Remember . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Trust God no matter what.
“God is with us. God is always there to help us! Let’s pray and ask God to help us trust, no matter what.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for this amazing truth: we can trust You no matter what. Sometimes it’s hard to know what that really looks like. But we know that when we follow after You, You will lead us. Thank You for the story of Isaac that shows us how HE trusted in You. Please show each of us this week how we can trust You, too. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Imagine what it was like for Isaac when he was forced to move . . . and move again. . . and move AGAIN. That must have been really frustrating. It would have been easy for Isaac to stop trusting in God and believing that God was with him. But Isaac continued to trust God, no matter what. Eventually, God provided water for him and his family.
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 2 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“We can trust God like Isaac did. We can . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Trust God no matter what. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Trust God no matter what.”
LEADER: “One really important way that you can show you trust God is by putting your faith in Jesus. If that’s something you’d like to know more about, I’d love to talk to you and your parents about it. (Personalize. If your church has a gospel presentation program, you can share that here.) 
“There are so many ways to trust God, and so many different situations where we need to trust God. Maybe this school year is a little challenging for you because your best friend moved away and you need to find a new group of friends. Maybe your family is going through some big changes right now. Maybe you’re having a disagreement with someone and you’re not sure how to make things better.
“If you’re in a situation where you’re not sure what to do, take some time to talk to God about it. You can talk to other people who follow God, too, and ask them what THEY think you should do. You could pray and talk to God about it together.
“It’s time to move again. But this time, it’s not to dig more wells—it’s time for Small Group! Let’s go!” 
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Adult or student volunteer, who can get the buckets ready for the Bible story after the game
· Small beach buckets for half the kids in your environment
· Prop box
· Several bags of circus peanuts candy (note: these do not have actual peanuts in them)
· Plastic or paper cups
· Masking tape
· Week 2 Timeline Image, printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Circus music
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Circus Images:
· Three-Ring Circus
· Acrobats
· Clowns
· Tightrope Walkers
· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide

· Week 2 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 2 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. 
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Tape two parallel lines about six feet apart from each other on the floor for kids to stand behind for the first round of the game.
· Place several (six to eight) circus peanuts in each cup. Stack the cups and place them and the buckets in the prop box.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Make a Move” from Make a Move
· “Over and Over” from Everything to Me
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Over and Over” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Adult or student volunteer to help with backstage prep
· Bible
· Masking tape
· Wagon
· Five buckets (the same ones that you used in the Opener)
· Dirt (i.e. a bag of topsoil)
· Water
· Ladle
· Shovel
· Three beach towels (that will cover the buckets)
· Several backpacks, small suitcases, etc. in a prop box
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Determine where you want the three stations to be and place some masking tape on the ground so the volunteer will know where to place the wells.

· During Worship, the helper should fill up four of the buckets with water (no more than 2/3 full) and place them in the wagon, covering three of them with a beach towel. Fill up one bucket with dirt and place it in the wagon as well. Also add the Bible, shovel, and ladle.
· Explain that as you start the story, you’ll need the helper to set out three of the water buckets (with towels covering them) in different places throughout the room. Pre-mark these three “stations” by taping an “X” on the floor where you want each bucket.
· Place the box with the backpacks and bags on the stage, but out of the way.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· In 252 StoryLab, two inquisitive young Hosts invite kids to engage with the month’s Virtue, setting up a simple and direct telling of the Bible story by a professional Storyteller.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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