252 Kids


August 2022 • Week 4
Epic: A love story for the ages


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: I Choose You (God Chooses Abram) • Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-6
Today’s Bottom Line: God has a plan to show love to the world.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—showing others how much they matter to you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship Worship (“How Amazing” from Everything to Me and “Love One Another” from Make a Move)
Bible Story
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Travel Guides
Application Activity: Pass the Plan
Memory Verse Activity: Linked Up
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: I Choose You (God Chooses Abram) • Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-6
Today’s Bottom Line: God has a plan to show love to the world.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—showing others how much they matter to you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for having a plan to make things right and love the world. Praise God that because of Jesus, we don’t have to pay the consequences of sin and can have a right relationship with God, now and forever. Pray over your conversations with kids who may have questions about faith and starting a relationship with God.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· As kids arrive, play a memory game. 
· Instruct the first kid to say, “I’m going on a long trip and I’m bringing . . .” then name an item.
· Instruct the next kid to say, “I’m going on a long trip and I’m bringing [first kid’s item]” then add their item.
· Continue that way, with kids remembering the things packed by the group. 
· For older kids, add the challenge of each item starting with the next letter of the alphabet, of their own name, or the last letter of what the previous kids said, etc. 
· Play as long as time allows.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Blindfolds, masking tape, (optional) small bowls of water or slime
What You Do:
· Tape a number of paths on the floor—wavy, zig-zag, etc. 
· Direct the kids to get into pairs.

· Give each pair a blindfold.

· Ask the kids in the pairs to take turns being blindfolded and letting their partner lead them on one of the paths. 
· Once kids have finished a path, direct them to take off their blindfold and ask them to guess which path they took. 
· For older kids, ask them to walk a path blindfolded ‘wheelbarrow’ style—on their hands with a friend guiding their feet. 
· You could also add “hazards” along the route like small bowls of water, slime, etc., that kids will never actually be steered into. 
· Play until everyone has had a turn to be blindfolded and led down a path. 
What You Say:
“This might have been a tricky game, not knowing where you were going, but you knew your friends had a plan. [Transition] Let’s go hear about someone who trusted God’s plan for a very long trip!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Travel Guides
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Travel Guides” Activity Pages, coloring materials, stapler, (optional) sensory decorative materials for the Travel Guides—colored felt, sandpaper, wrapping paper, stickers, sequins, etc.
What You Do:
· Give each kid a page from the “Travel Guides” Activity Page. 
· Make sure all of the pages are given out. (In smaller groups, some kids may have two pages.)
· Set out the coloring materials and the optional sensory decorative materials if provided.

· Encourage the kids to color and decorate the page(s) they’ve been given. 
· When everyone is finished, gather the pages in order into a book and staple them together. 
· The order is:
· The Garden Official Gateway
· Shepherd Memorial Park

· The Ark Building Co.

· Rainbow Landing

· Stellar Calling Point

· Canaan Caravans

· Promised Land

· Plan Point

What You Say:
“Abram had a long journey ahead of him when he first heard from God, and we know God had been working even before that. We know God is still working today! 
“From the beginning, [Bottom Line] God has a plan to show love to the world. Every time and place in these Travel Guides, and all the way through to our small group here, God has been working to show love to everyone. (Turn through each page in the book, briefly explaining each stop in the book.)
“God showed love to Adam and his family, to Noah, and to Abram. All the way through history, when God sent Jesus, God has been showing love. How has God shown love to you or your family in the past?” (Invite responses from kids and be sensitive to those who might not know much about their families or who have come to faith recently.) 
[Make It Personal] (Talk about how God has shown love through your church and its history—if you have any stories of people they know, share those! Talk about how God has shown love to you or your family, and if you have any stories of God’s love in your childhood or a “hero of the faith,” that would be really special, too.)

2. Pass the Plan
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Large piece of string or yarn, scissors, button or ring
What You Do:
· Direct the group to stand in a circle.
· Pass the yarn around the group, instructing the kids to hold onto it so it forms a big loop. 
· Find the two ends of the yarn and thread the ring or button onto the loop then tie the yarn loop closed. 
· Instruct one kid to let go of their part of the yarn and move to the center of the group. 
· Direct the rest of the kids around the circle to keep their hands on the yarn and discreetly pass the ring around the circle without the person in the center figuring out where it is and spotting the person who has it. 
· As they pass the ring, kids can “make fake moves” to confuse the person in the center.
· They should keep their hands moving at all times, too, to further hide where the ring is.
· The person in the center has three guesses as to who is hiding the ring on their part of the string. 
· If they catch a kid with the ring, direct the caught kid to go into the center as the rest of the group keeps moving the ring around quickly. 
· Let kids know that they have to be honest if they have the ring at the moment the kid in the middle calls their name—they can’t just quickly slip it to the kid next to them.
· Play as long as time allows. 
What You Say:
“This ring was moved all along the yarn, from person to person. Just like that, God’s plan to show love is passed from person to person. God told Abram and his family and their families and so on, all the way to us. 
“From these Bible stories of God keeping promises throughout history, we know that God’s promises can be trusted. And we know that [Bottom Line] God has a plan to show love to the world. We can believe in that plan no matter what happens. 
“Even if things seem scary or uncertain, we can believe and remind others that God is in control. God’s plan is to show love to everyone. There are times when that plan feels a little like a mystery; like when you’re going through something hard and you don’t know how it will work out. What can you do if you feel afraid or alone?” (Invite responses—pray, talk to a friend, read stories about God’s love in the Bible) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Since we don’t normally hear God’s voice with our ears, how can we know what God’s plan is for us? 

· How can you be part of God’s plan to show love to the world? 
3. Linked Up
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Bibles, paperclips, (optional) narrow craft tape
What You Do:
· Make sure every kid has a Bible.

· Together, look up and read 1 John 4:10 with the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “1 John” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds 1 John, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find 1 John. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find 1 John, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 4, and give time for all kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 10 in chapter 4. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Set out the paperclips and optional tape, if provided.
· Demonstrate how to link the paperclips together to make a chain.
· Invite the kids to make a bracelet or necklace out of the paperclips, decorating them with the tape if using. 
What You Say:
“These bracelets remind me of how we are all linked in God’s plan. John tells us in this verse that God loved us first and continued the plan by sending Jesus to rescue us. It’s God’s love that shines through us when we love the people in our lives.
“We’re linking everyone we know, our friends and families and classmates—everyone—to God’s love! [Bottom Line] God has a plan to show love to the world, and we get to be part of it in how we love those around us.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Tape paths, blindfolds from “Opening Activity”
What You Do: 
· Gather the kids around the masking tape pathways from “Opening Activity.” 
· Instruct the kids to walk the pathways blindfolded, backwards, hopping, on their hands, any way they want. 
· Remind them, “As you’re on these paths, remember that [Bottom Line] God has a plan to show love to the world.”
· Gather the group and close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for Your plan to show love to us and everyone around us. We want to try to love everyone we see the way that You love them. Remind us that love is the goal when we start to forget. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their paperclip bracelets or necklaces and remind them that we are all linked to God’s plan!
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Blindfolds; one for every two kids
· Masking tape
· (Optional) Small bowls of water and slime
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3. 
1. Travel Guide 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Travel Guides” Activity Pages; one set for each small group (at least one page for each kid).
· Coloring materials
· Stapler
· (Optional) Sensory decorative materials for the Travel Guide pages—colored felt, sandpaper, wrapping paper, stickers, sequins, etc.
2. Pass the Plan
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Large length of string or yarn (to go around a circle of kids)
· Button or ring that fit on the string or yarn)
3. Linked Up
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Bibles 
· Paperclips (plain or colored); several for each kid
· (Optional) narrow paper/craft tape in various colors
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application 
What You Need:
· Tape paths and blindfolds from “Opening Activity”
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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