252 Kids


 August 2022 • Week 3
Epic: A love story for the ages


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2022, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: No Matter What (The Fall) • Genesis 3 (Genesis 2:15-17; The Gospels) 

Today’s Bottom Line: God loves us no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—Showing others how much they matter to you 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“I Run to You” from Make a Move and “How Amazing” from Everything to Me)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Once Upon a Time 
Application Activity: Books and Bounces
Memory Verse Activity: Back Together Again
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: No Matter What (The Fall) • Genesis 3 (Genesis 2:15-17; The Gospels) 

Today’s Bottom Line: God loves us no matter what.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—Showing others how much they matter to you 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray specifically for those kids who might be struggling with something they’ve done wrong. Ask God to help those kids understand that God loves them, no matter what they’ve done and no matter how they feel about what they’ve done. Pray that kids would feel the impact of that kind of love. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, paper, pencils 
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive. 
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· Ask them about their favorite stories in books, movies, shows, etc. 
· Ask, “What makes a great story?”
· Give each kid a piece of paper and a pencil.

· Instruct the kids to make Top Five lists of the best stories, best characters, best villains, etc. 
· Invite the kids to share and compare their lists after they finish.
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Letter tiles or magnets in a small bag, a die 
What You Do:
· Invite the group to sit in a circle.

· Give one kid the bag and the die. 
· Instruct the first kid to draw a tile out of the bag and roll the die. 
· Prompt the kid to name things God created that start with the letter they drew, and to the number of things they name must be the number they rolled.
· For example, if they roll a four and draw a “B,” they could say, “Blueberries, birds, butterflies, and blue whales.” 
· Instruct the kid to give the bag of tiles and die to the kid on their right. 
· For older kids, consider making additional rules.

· No word can be said more than once.

· Kids can only use a color once during their turn.
· Play as long as time allows.
What You Say:
“God made a lot of things during creation! And we know that God made people for relationship and to care for creation. [Transition] Let’s go hear what happens next in the story of God’s love and God’s people.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Once Upon a Time
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “There Was a Problem Game Set” Activity Pages, scrap paper, pencils
What You Do:
· Invite kids to pair up.
· Give each pair a clue board from the “There Was a Problem Game Set” Activity Page, some scrap paper, and a pencil for taking notes. 
· Tell kids they get to work together to solve a mystery and every pair has a clue.
· Read the top line out loud to the group. (“Oh No! A Precious Vase from the Kingdom of Faraway has been broken! Who could have done it?”)
· Give each pair a clue card and choose a pair to read their clue out loud and put it down by the game board. 
· Each team can make an “X” or an “O” on their clue board, depending on what clue was read. 

· For example: 

· If the clue was “The frog wears a blue bow,” teams would put an “O” on their clue board, where the “frog” row intersects with the “blue bow” column.
· If the clue was, “The giant does not like the color blue,” teams would put an “X” on their clue board, where the “frog” row intersects with the “blue bow” column.
· Continue letting teams read a clue.

· After each pair’s turn reading a clue, let them have a moment to discuss and then make a guess as to who broke the vase. 
· Help kids think through the puzzle - if the villain never wears blue, it can’t be the frog who wears a blue bow, etc. 

· Continue to play the game until all of the clues have been shared and/or kids figure out who broke the vase. (Spoiler alert: it was Grandma!)
· If you have mostly older kids, choose a pair to choose a new “villain” and write clues on the scrap paper to play another round with the rest of the group.
· If you have a mix of younger and older kids, encourage the older kids to support the younger ones and not talk over them. (And not to reveal the answer immediately if they figure it out quickly.)
What You Say:
“It was kind of fun to work out our own mystery, but in the Bible story we heard today, there wasn’t a lot of mystery. It was pretty obvious that something had gone really wrong in the Garden of Eden. There wasn’t even a big list of suspects—just two people!
“Adam and Eve broke God’s rule. They ended up with a big consequence. Have you ever broken a rule and had a consequence? (Invite kids to share and help them keep their stories somewhat brief.) 
“There are always consequences to broken rules. Sometimes they’re big, and sometimes they’re small. Hopefully, after the consequences, we can make things right with the people we’ve hurt. Sometimes friendships are ruined, and you can’t take back what you’ve said or done. That’s how it could have been for people and God.
“God loved people, all people, too much to let our friendship be ruined forever. God sent Jesus to pay for the consequences of sin. Jesus rescued people from having a broken friendship with God. Jesus died so that we can be friends with God forever no matter what. See, [Bottom Line] God loves us no matter what—no matter what you’ve done or will do. No matter what bad decisions you’ve made, God still sent Jesus for you. And for me. That kind of epic love makes me feel so important and special to God.”
*2. Books and Bounces 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Books, Slinkies®, device to play this or similar video (https://bit.ly/3EqzR6n)
What You Do:
· Divide kids into teams or keep them as a group.

· Either way, encourage the kids to use the books to make a staircase for the Slinkies. 
· Give each team a few Slinkies.

· Invite the kids to experiment with guiding the Slinkies down the stairs. 
· What makes them go faster? 
· What makes them stop “walking”? 
· What makes them fall off or over? 

· After a few minutes, gather the group together for discussion.

· Get the video set up and ready to play during the discussion below. 
What You Say:
“Slinkies work because of gravity. They can keep ‘walking’ down stairs because that’s the way gravity pulls them. They walk down from stair to stair to stair. Once they get going, they won’t stop! 
“I don’t know about you, but I’ve felt like that slinky sometimes. I told one little lie that led to another, that led to another. Or I answered someone grumpily then felt bad and even grumpier, and so I was rude to someone else—it just went down and down from there! Raise your hand if you’ve ever felt that way! (Raise your hand, too.) 
“The AMAZING thing about God’s love is that when Jesus came to rescue us, it was from exactly that downward trap. It’s like this: (Show video with the slinky going “upstairs.”) 
“Obviously, this video is backwards. Gravity is undone and the slinky ‘walks’ upstairs! But Jesus did just that when He rescued us from sin. We don’t have to get stuck in that downward trap, going from bad choice to bad choice, hurting ourselves and others. 
“We can pray and ask for forgiveness. We can also ask for help to keep from starting that spiral with the first bad decision. Even if you’re in the middle of doing something wrong, you could stop right then and talk to God. He’ll listen, no matter what, because [Bottom Line] God loves us no matter what. 
“You never have to be afraid or nervous to talk to God when you’ve messed up. There’s no mess-up or bad choice or hurtful words you could say that would make God not want to hear you.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate story about a time you did something wrong and felt like God didn’t love you or it was hard to pray because you felt shame about what you did. It can be something small like losing your temper in traffic or bigger like saying something unkind when you were angry and messing up a friendship. Help kids see that even grown-ups mess things up and God still loves us.)
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· It’s reassuring to know that [Bottom Line] God loves us no matter what, and is always listening to our prayers. But sometimes it’s hard to talk to God. What can you say to God when you’re worried about having done something wrong? 
· How can God’s no-matter-what love help you face consequences when you’ve done something wrong? 
3. Back Together Again 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Verse Cards” Activity Pages, colored paper plates, scissors, tape, Bible, (optional) wrapped snacks 
What You Do:
· Give each kid a plate and a pair of scissors.

· Instruct the kids to cut the plates into three or four large pieces and put the pieces in a pile in the middle of the room. 
· Mix the pieces up in the pile. 
· Direct the kids to stand along the walls on the edge of the room.

· Instruct the kids to race from the edges of the room into the middle, grab a piece of plate, and run back to where they were standing.
· Once the entire group has returned to the perimeter of the room, instruct the kids to run to the pile again and get a piece of a different color. 
· Repeat until each kid has three four plate pieces. 
· Set out rolls of tape for kids to share.

· Direct the kids to tape their plates together as best they can. 
· Give each kid a card from the “Verse Cards” Activity Page.

· Instruct the kids to tape the card on their “repaired” plates. 
· If your environment allows, place a wrapped treat on each plate. 
· Look up 1 John 4:10 in the Bible.

· Read it out loud to the group.
What You Say:
“Life gets broken and messy sometimes. We can’t always fix it the way we want, but even when the edges look a little rough, remember that [Bottom Line] God loves us no matter what. 
“In this verse, John tells us that God loved us so much that Jesus was sent to pay the ultimate consequence of sin. When we follow Jesus, we are saying that we trust God to love and forgive us and that we know [Bottom Line] God loves us no matter what.”
NOTE: Whatever the tradition your church has about talking to kids trusting Jesus for the first time, that would be appropriate to share here. If a kid wants to talk more but you’re not sure what to say, ask them to chat after Small Group. You can have another leader or a parent help you guide them.

If you know a kid’s parents are believers, leave your question time somewhat open-ended in order to be sure that kid’s parents are able to be present when their kid decides to follow Jesus and start their faith.
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Slinkies® from “Books and Bounces” Activity
What You Do: 
· Set out the Slinkies.

· Invite the kids to play with the Slinkies, moving them around wherever they can in your Small Group environment. 
· Ask, “How do Slinkies remind us that [Bottom Line] God loves us no matter what?” 
· After a few moments of discussion and playing, set the Slinkies aside.

· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for Your love that is unstoppable. When we are being unlovable, please help us remember that You love us anyway, and may Your unstoppable love turn us back to You. Help us love and trust You more every day. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the repaired plates from “Back Together Again” Activity and encourage kids to use it as a centerpiece at their family table that week.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
· Paper 
· Pencils 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Letter tiles or magnets in a small bag
· Die 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
· If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Once Upon a Time
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “There Was a Problem Game Set” Activity Pages on cardstock; 
· You’ll need one clue board for every two kids

· One set of cards for the group

· Cut apart the clue cards
· Scrap paper 
· Pencils 
*2. Books and Bounces 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Books that can make a “staircase” (as many as possible)
· Slinkies® (as many as possible)
· Tablet, smartphone, or other device to play this video or similar: (https://bit.ly/3EqzR6n)
3. Back Together Again 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Verse Cards” Activity Pages on cardstock and cut apart; one card for each kid

· Paper plates in different colors; one plate for each kid 
· Kid scissors
· Tape; several rolls/dispensers
· Bible

· (Optional) Wrapped snacks 
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Slinkies® from “Books and Bounces” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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