252 Kids


 August 2022 • Week 2
Epic: A love story for the ages


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: I’ll Take Care of You (Creation) • Genesis 1–2
Today’s Bottom Line: God made us to take care of each other.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—Showing others how much they matter to you 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Love Like You” from Make a Move and “Love One Another” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Fingerprints and Flowers
Application Activity: Cupcake Walk
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Tag
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: I’ll Take Care of You (Creation) • Genesis 1–2
Today’s Bottom Line: God made us to take care of each other.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—Showing others how much they matter to you 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to help kids think of opportunities they have to love others with their time and sacrifice some of their “free choice” time to do something loving and kind for someone else. Pray that kids would be encouraged to pay attention to the needs of others and use their time to love them by meeting those needs.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, chores
What You Do: 
· Greet your kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· As they arrive, get kids involved in whatever chores you have set up. 
· As you all work together, talk about why we care for our things. Ask questions like:
· Why do you clean your room? 
· Why do you do chores at home? 
· How do you care for your school supplies and books? 
· What do you do to care for your electronics? 
· Lead the conversation toward caring for people by asking questions like: 
· How does it feel when someone does a chore for you? 
· How does it feel to do a chore for someone else? 
· What does it mean to take care of someone? What actions do you do? 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: “If You Give a Mouse a Cookie” by Laura Numeroff or cued YouTube™ video, butcher paper, coloring materials
What You Do:
· Gather the group in a circle.

· Read “If You Give a Mouse a Cookie” to the kids or watch a video clip. Many of the kids will have heard this story before.
· Lay out the butcher paper.

· Set out the coloring materials. 
· Guide the kids in brainstorming what this story might look like in real life. 
· Ask a kid to tell you what they’d most like for a birthday or holiday gift, something that could be bought and wrapped. 
· Talk about the “mouse and cookie” ideas here—the actions that lead to more actions.
· If you get a PS5, you’ll have to make sure no dust gets in it. And if you’re dusting off your console, you might notice that the living room could use vacuuming . . . etc. 
· Let the kids use the butcher paper and coloring materials to create a story of caring for the things and people around us where one action leads to another. 
What You Say:
“Why should we take care of our stuff, our family’s stuff, and the stuff around us? Why do we take care of our family and friends? (Let a few kid volunteers respond.) [Transition] Let’s go hear about why we care for things, people, and our world!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
*1. Fingerprints and Flowers 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Inkpads, heavy paper, baby wipes, black, blue, brown and green markers
What You Do:
· Set out the inkpads and markers. 
· Give each kid a piece of heavy paper. 
· Guide the kids to think of something they heard in the Bible story today, either something that God made or a part of the story that they loved or found super interesting.
· Direct kids to draw the “basic” parts of their idea in marker, like the trunk of a tree, a stem of a flower, the outline or arms of a person, the legs of a bug, etc. 
· Instruct the kids to gently press their thumbs or index fingers onto the inkpads and stamp their fingerprints to make up the colorful elements of their picture—the wings of the butterfly, faces or bodies of people, flower petals, river waves, etc. 
· Set these aside to dry and wipe off kids’ hands with baby wipes.
What You Say:
“God made so many things during creation, including people! God’s work was to create this world, and God did it so well. What’s your favorite thing about creation? (Invite kids to talk about nature, seasons, humanity, etc. Steer away from “stuff” people made, and let kids really think about the complexities of creation. You could prompt this by asking what if questions: What if God had made all flowers with just one color? Or the sun with no warmth? What if we weren’t created with knees? Or tastebuds? What if water always tasted like taco sauce? What if God hadn’t created gravity? This could get silly, but kids may have trouble connecting to “creation,” especially if they live in an urban area.) 
“What job did people have to do—what was their part in creation? (Invite responses—to take care of the world and all creation.) God made this amazing world because of love, then God made people because of love and gave them work to do—because of love! 
“Nobody loves doing all the work. Like I don’t always . . . (name a chore you like the least, and invite kids to do the same). There’s not a lot of love in THAT chore. 
“But taking care of our world and our families is a way that we can do the original work God gave us to do, with love. We can be part of the amazing, beloved creation God made by caring for the people and places around us. [Bottom Line] God made us to take care of each other.” 
2. Cupcake Walk* 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Cupcake Walk Pictures” Activity Pages taped in a circle on the floor, mini cupcakes or other treat, music player, upbeat music (optional) tape
*NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.

What You Do:
· Invite the kids to stand on a picture, then walk or hop around the circle, picture by picture, as you play the music.
· Play the music on your music player and allow the kids to walk around.

· Stop the music abruptly and call on one kid. 
· Instruct that kid to look at the picture they’re standing on and say one thing they could do to take care of that person or thing. 
· If their answer makes sense, give them a cupcake or other treat and let them sit down to enjoy it.
· Play the music again and instruct the kids to start walking as before. 
· Continue stopping the music and asking questions until everyone has given an answer and gotten a treat. 
What You Say:
“People were given a job at creation, and that’s still the work that we need to do today. Remember, [Bottom Line] God made us to take care of each other. 
“When people help you and take care of you, what do they do? (Invite responses—look out for you, get you ready for school or church, bring your tissues or blankets when you’re sick, make you food or snacks.) 
“What did you do last time you cared for someone else? (Invite responses.) Taking care of others isn’t without effort. You usually have to do something extra or take time from what you want to do. 
[Make It Personal] (Share about the last time you chose to take care of someone else. What did it cost? Time, money, effort? How has someone taken care of you lately? What does that feel like as an adult?)
“Taking care of each other is hard work, and it’s a big choice to make. It takes love to care for someone else instead of just focusing on what you want.” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Think of the friends you have. What would life be like if you did not have them?

· How does it make you feel when someone has taken care of you?

· How does it make you feel when you take care of someone? 

3. Verse Tag
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Bibles 
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Together, look up 1 John 4:10 with the navigation tips below and read it a few times out loud.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “1 John” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds 1 John, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find 1 John. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find 1 John, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 4, and give time for all kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 10 in chapter 4. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Play a game of tag. 
· Choose one kid to be “It.”
· Share that before “It” begins to chase everyone around the small group area, “It” says to say the first word of the memory verse: Here.
· Explain that any kid who is about to be tagged by “It” can sit on the ground and say the next word in the verse (first “is,” then “what,” etc.) 
· “It” has to run away when the next word of the verse is said. 
· Continue playing the game, instructing the kids to say the next word in the verse before they’re tagged.
· When the verse is finished, gather everyone to say the verse again. 
· Start another round of the game. 
What You Say:
“Our verse reminds us that God loved us first. In our Bible story, we heard that God created humankind out of love. God’s whole relationship with people comes from love. 
“God invites us to be part of that love when we care for people. In fact, [Bottom Line] God made us to take care of each other. Sometimes that’s hard though. You might not feel very loving towards someone who needs caring for. Maybe your little sibling is being super-annoying or the friend you’re trying to help in class keeps playing around. What do you do then? (Invite responses.) 
“In those situations, we get a chance to be like Jesus and love first, like our verse says. We get to love our family and friends by taking care of them, even if they aren’t acting very lovable. Has anyone ever loved you first like that and taken care of you even if you weren’t acting loving towards them?” (Invite responses. This might be a sensitive topic but usually kids can remember a parent or grandparent caring for them when they were grumpy, a friend who stuck with them during a rough time, etc.)
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: “Psalms” Activity Pages, coloring materials, kids’ papers from “Fingerprints and Flowers” Activity, scissors, tape 
What You Do: 
· Give each kid the picture they made during the “Fingerprints and Flowers” Activity.

· Set out the scissors and tape. 
· Tell kids that people often use the Psalms to pray and praise God, using others’ words when it’s hard to find words of their own.
· Read a few lines of Scripture from the “Psalms” Activity Page aloud to the kids.

· Invite older kids to read a few lines or a prayer if they’d like. 
· Set out the “Psalms” Activity Pages.

· Encourage the kids to cut lines and phrases from the Psalms and tape them around their picture on their page. They can mix and match if they want! 
· When the kids are finished, invite them to take turns reading the lines they chose as a closing prayer. 
What You Say:
“Amen! I love that these pictures remind us how [Bottom Line] God made us to take care of each other! Let’s make sure we’re looking for ways to do that this week!”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take their prayer collages and their treats, if they haven’t already eaten them! 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
· Chores or tasks
· Plan a few chores for your small group such as wiping down nursery toys, sorting supplies in your bin, sharpening pencils, getting rid of dry markers, etc. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· “If You Give A Mouse A Cookie” by Laura Numeroff (Or a shortened version if you have only a few minutes or use a read-aloud video version from YouTube™) 
· Butcher paper
· Coloring materials
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.). 
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
*1. Fingerprints and Flowers
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Inkpads in several colors
· Heavy paper; one for each kid
· Baby wipes; one for each kid
· Black, blue, brown and green markers
2. Cupcake Walk 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Cupcake Walk Pictures” Activity Pages on cardstock; one set for each small group

· Mini cupcakes or another treat; one for each kid
· NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.
· Music player and upbeat music
· Floor or painter’s tape
· Tape the Activity Pages in a circle on the floor of your activity area.
3. Verse Tag
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Print the “Psalms” Activity Pages; a few for each small group
· Coloring materials
· Kid scissors
· Tape 
· Kids’ papers from “Fingerprints and Flowers” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
1
©2022 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

