252 Kids


August 2022 • Week 1
Epic: A love story for the ages


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: L-O-V-E (Greatest Commandment) • Matthew 22:34-40
Today’s Bottom Line: Love God by loving others.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—Showing others how much they matter to you 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“How Amazing” from Everything to Me and “Love Like You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Expand and Contract
Application Activity: Balance the Books
Memory Verse Activity: Loving Words 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: L-O-V-E (Greatest Commandment) • Matthew 22:34-40
Today’s Bottom Line: Love God by loving others.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—Showing others how much they matter to you 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to use you today to help your few understand that God is worthy of everything we have. Pray that kids would leave today encouraged to treat others with love as a way to love God by loving others. 
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container, coloring materials, paper
What You Do: 
· Welcome the kids to Small Group as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 

· Ask the kids to pair up. 

· Give each pair a few pieces of paper.

· Set out the coloring materials.

· Guide the pairs to play Tic-Tac-Toe. 
· Set up a tournament where the winners of games play each other, eventually determining an “ultimate” winner.

· Let the kids who lost games play each other.
· As kids play, chat with them. 
· If your group is new (to you or to each other), make the most of this time and get to know them while helping them get to know each other.
· Notice and point out what’s special about each kid. (If they’re new to your group, compliment their shoes, bravery on coming in to the group, excellent taste in favorite superhero, etc.) 
· For kids who have been in your group for a while, affirm something great they’ve done this summer or talk about a common interest you’ve discovered in your friendship. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: “A Few of My Favorite Things” Activity Pages, pens or pencils, (optional) crayons or colored pencils
What You Do:
· Invite the kids to pair-up.
· Give each kid an Activity Page and something to write with.
· Instruct the kids to fill out the page.

· After they’re finished, invite the kids to share with the other kid in their group some of what they enjoy. 
· Highlight how many things in common kids have and celebrate their differences! 
· For kids who have been together for a while, give them the option of swapping papers and trying to fill out the page with their friend’s favorite things. (This could be fun and funny, but make sure kids do it with the purpose to celebrate their friend’s interest and not to “roast” them!) 
· As an option, set out the crayons or colored pencils and invite the kids to decorate their Activity Page.

What You Say:
“Friendship is important to us, and it’s important to God, too. We grow our friendships when we spend time together playing, talking, eating, and just sharing our lives. God wants to have a relationship with us because God loves us—but it might be hard to play soccer with God or have Jesus over for grilled cheese sandwiches. So how do we show love to God? [Transition] Let’s go find out!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Expand and Contract
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Construction paper strips, markers, tape, brown construction paper (or other color), (optional) paperclips
What You Do:
· Give each kid two strips of construction paper and a marker. 
· Set out the tape.

· Review the two most important commandments: Love God and love others. 
· Instruct the kids to write “Love God” on one strip and “Love Others” on the other. 
· Direct kids to lay the strips in an “L” formation with the corner of the vertical strip over the corner of the horizontal strip. 
· Instruct the kids to tape those two corners together.
· To make an accordion, direct the kids to:

· Fold the horizontal strip across the vertical strip and press firmly. 
· Take the vertical strip and fold it over the horizontal strip. This is your first fold of the accordion. 
· Continue folding the strips over each other until you come to the end.

· Tape the ends of the two strips together. (You should now have a chain that kids can scrunch up and gently pull out.) 
· Give each kid a piece of brown (or Bible matching color) construction paper.

· Instruct the kids to fold the piece of construction paper in half, making a book.
· Direct kids to write “God’s Rules” on the outside of their construction paper “book.”
· Instruct the kids to tape the accordion garland inside the book, attaching it on one side. 
· If you have a lot of older kids, they can write any of the other rules they can think of that were mentioned in Large Group or that they remember from their own reading of the Old Testament. 

· Fold the book firmly with the garland inside—make sure you’re pressing down on the garland to make it a square and not just squishing it. 
· As an option, use a paper clip to keep the book closed.
· When kids open the book of “God’s Rules,” the two most important ones will spring out! 
What You Say:
“We heard from our Bible story that there are a lot of ways to keep God’s rules and many ways to show that we follow Jesus. I’m not great at remembering every rule, either. What’s a rule at school or home that you have trouble remembering? (Invite kids to answer—no snacking on the bus, the line order at soccer practice, quiet in the hallways at school, etc.) 
“I’m really glad that Jesus said we could follow all of God’s rules if we just focus on following two. Do you remember what they are? (Love God and love others, like on our craft.) Right! 
“I like those because they’re not the kind of rules we have in a lot of other places—don’t do this, don’t say that, don’t eat those. These two rules are about what we CAN do! So what CAN we do with these two rules? How do we love God and love others? (Invite responses.) 
It’s so cool that any time I show love to someone else, I’m also showing love to God. We can [Bottom Line] love God by loving others.”
2. Balancing the Books 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Large books, Bible
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.
· Line each team up along one side of your area. 
· Give the first kid in each team two large books. 
· Instruct them to balance the books on their palms, one on each hand, run to the other side of the room, and run back without dropping the books.
· If a kid drops a book, direct them to go back to their place in line and instruct the next kid in line on their team to try. 
· Continue this relay-style race until either everyone has had a turn or everyone has dropped the books.
· Once all of the kids have had a chance to go, start another relay race, but introduce a new rule: kids can STACK the books and carry them with both hands! 
· Direct the kids to run the relay again.

· Invite the kids to discuss how much easier it is to carry the books when they’re stacked. 
What You Say:
“Imagine running with 613 books! That’s how many rules God’s people were trying to balance. Jesus said that all of those rules could be kept by following just two rules! And there’s even better news! We can follow one of the rules—love God—just by following the next rule: love others. 
(Open Bible to Matthew 25:34-40 and read it to the group.) Jesus was saying that any time we love other people—people who God made and loves—we are actually serving and loving Jesus. 
“When you make a sandwich for your little sibling, it’s like you’re making that PB&J for Jesus. When you stop to help a new kid find out where to go in school, it’s like you’re giving Jesus directions. When you stop and help someone in need, show kindness to a friend, or forgive someone, you are choosing to [Bottom Line] love God by loving others.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time you loved God by loving others. When have you been kind, generous, or forgiving, just out of love? How has love motivated you to serve your neighbors or community? If you haven’t reflected on those things as actual service to God, invite kids to think with you about how your actions showed love to God while loving your neighbor.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Who are the people you love?

· What have you done lately that was motivated by love? Helped a parent? Cheered up a friend? 
· When you show love to others, what does that tell or show them about God?
*3. Loving Words 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: “Loving Words” Activity Pages, Bibles, pens or pencils
What You Do:
· Give each pair of kids a Bible, a page from the “Loving Words” Activity Page, and pens or pencils. 
· Challenge the kids to fill in the blanks for the memory verse space on the “Loving Words” Activity Page by looking up the verses below each blank and counting out the words beside that verse to find the word that goes in the blank.
· When the teams have finished, practice looking up the memory verse, 1 John 4:10, using the tips below. 
· Read the verse out loud.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find “1 John” in the list under “New Testament.” When the kid finds 1 John, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find 1 John. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find 1 John, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 4, and give time for all kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 10 in chapter 4. Then read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers, or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
What You Say:
“This verse reminds us that God loved us first! God made us and loved us before we were even born. When we love others, we’re choosing to love God back and pass along the love that God has given us. How can we show that we love God? Right! We can [Bottom Line] love God by loving others.
“What are some good ways to do that this week? (Invite kids to connect specifically with whatever is going on in their week—early days of school, last bit of vacation, family gatherings, etc.) How can you love someone RIGHT AWAY this week? (Help kids brainstorm practical ways—doing what a parent or teach asks the first time; doing a chore when it isn’t my turn; caring for a pet without being asked; not fighting over the tablet or phone; not complaining about their teacher or classroom.)
“These are all great ways to [Bottom Line] love God by loving others!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
· Gather the group in a circle for prayer. 
· Instruct the kids to put a hand in the circle and name one way they will [Bottom Line] love God by loving others this week. 
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Thank You, God, that You loved us first and that Your love can lead us to love others. Please show us how to let Your love shine through us this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure the kids have their craft and prompt them to open it to show the adults how the Greatest Commandments “pop” out.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container
· Coloring materials
· Paper
2. Opening Activity
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Print the “A Few of My Favorite Things” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Pens or pencils
· (Optional) Crayons or colored pencils
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3.
1. Expand and Contract 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Construction paper of several colors cut into long strips about 1-inch wide; two for each kid
· Markers
· Tape
· Brown construction paper (or if you use a specific Bible edition, choose a color that matches); one for each kid 
· (Optional) Paperclips; one for each kid
2. Balancing the Books 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Four large books
· Bible
*3. Loving Words
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Print the “Loving Words” Activity Page; one for every two kids

· Bibles (NIrV)
· Pens or pencils 
· NOTE: If your church does not use the NIrV Bible, use the editable version of the “Loving Words” Activity Page to make it work with the version you use. You may need to edit some of the verses referenced and the words included in them.

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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