252 Kids


 August 2022 • Week 4

Epic: A love story for the ages


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: I Choose You (God Chooses Abram) • Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-6
Today’s Bottom Line: God has a plan to show love to the world.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—showing others how much they matter to you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“How Amazing” from Everything to Me and “Love One Another” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Travel Guides
Application Activity: Pass the Plan
Memory Verse Activity: Linked Up
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: I Choose You (God Chooses Abram) • Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-6
Today’s Bottom Line: God has a plan to show love to the world.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—showing others how much they matter to you
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, carrying the bag of props.

Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER

LEADER: “Hey, everybody! I’m really glad to see your faces today as we keep diving into the most epic of epic stories: GOD’S story. (Hold up Bible.) It’s a love story for the ages!
“As you’ve probably figured out by now, this isn’t an ooey-gooey, mushy kind of love story. This is an epic, life-changing, heroic, rescue kind of love. It’s the kind of love that CHANGES you and makes you want to turn around and show love to other people.

“So how DO you show love, exactly? What’s love all about? We’re saying it like this.
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Love is showing others how much they matter to you.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“And no one shows us how much we matter more than God does! That makes God’s story the most epic of all.

“As humans, I think we’re just MADE to love good stories. It even starts when you’re really little.
Hold up the preschool book.

“I mean, some of the best, most epic stories of all time are from children’s books! I thought it would be fun to see if you can identify some of the books you read when you were really little, or maybe some of the books that you’re reading right now.
(Hold up the bag.) “Inside this bag, I have a bunch of items that represent a book you’ve probably read—or at least heard about. I’ll start by pulling out an item. If you think you know what book it represents, raise your hand. If I call on you, you get to guess. If you get it right, you get to pull the next item out for everyone to guess. Understand?

“Let’s get started!

Reach your hand in the bag and pull out an item for the kids to guess. Try to call on the first person who raises their hand, but call on a different person each round as much as possible. Let the kid who guessed the last book pull the next item out of the bag. Continue until all items have been guessed.

“Great job, everyone! You really know your epic children’s books! You can all hop up on your feet now, because it’s time for us to sing and worship God!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we sing, let’s watch this video together. 
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“God’s love is truly amazing! If we stop and think about how much God loves us, it can change the way we look at everything that’s going on around us. God loved us enough to make the whole WORLD and everything and everyone we care about the most. God loved us enough to send Jesus to be our Savior! Let’s sing to God now and thank God for giving us such amazing and perfect love.
AUDIO: “How Amazing” / track 6 from Everything to Me
Optional Video (Media Package): “How Amazing” Dance Moves Music Video
“There’s no greater love than the love of Jesus—and we get to SHARE that love with the world! As Jesus once told His disciples, in John 15:13 (NIrV), ‘No one has greater love than the one who gives their life for their friends.’ Let’s sing out loud together and celebrate the love Jesus has for us. It’s a love like no other!
AUDIO: “Love One Another” / track 7 from Make a Move
“I love singing about God’s love with you! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “It’s been really cool this month as we’ve looked at the beginning of God’s epic love story. (Hold up Bible.) First, we heard what Jesus said about love—that the most important thing we can do is love God and love others. Then we saw how God created the entire WORLD out of love.
“Of course, things took a turn last week as we talked about when Adam and Eve turned away from God. They broke the loving rule God had given and sin entered the world. People no longer had a perfect relationship with God . . . or with each other.”
the fall to NOAH
LEADER: “Adam and Eve’s sons, Cain and Abel, didn’t get along. But still, their family grew. People began to fill the earth, but almost no one followed God. People looked out for themselves instead of each other.

“During this time, though, one man walked faithfully with God. His name was Noah. Can I have someone come up and play Noah for me?

Bring a kid up and give him a beard and a staff.

“God instructed Noah to build a huge boat—an ark. (to the kid) Here you go, Noah.
Take the staff from “Noah” and hand him a hammer.
“God told Noah to bring two of each animal aboard the boat, along with his family, so that they would be safe from the flood that was coming. Then rains came and washed over the earth for 40 days. (to the kid) Here—you’ll need this.
Take the hammer from “Noah” and hand him an umbrella.

“At last, when the waters went back down, Noah and his family returned to dry ground. God set a rainbow in the sky and made a promise to never again flood the earth.
Stand next to “Noah” and act like you’re looking out into the distance with him.

(to the kid) “Really pretty, isn’t it, Noah?

(to audience) “Noah’s family grew . . . and once more, people began to fill the earth. Few of them listened to God, though. Most of them only wanted to put themselves first.
(to the kid) “Thank you, [kid’s name], for playing Noah. You can have a seat.”
Collect the props as you dismiss “Noah” to his seat.
ABRAM and SARAI
LEADER: “Of course, God still had a plan during all of this. God had a big plan to show love to ALL people.
“God chose a man named Abram to be a blessing to the whole world. In case you’re wondering, Abram was later known as Abraham, after God changed his name. Abram lived in the land of Harran, along with his wife, Sarai. God later changed HER name to Sarah.
“Let’s see . . . I need two people to play Abram and Sarai.

Bring up two kid volunteers. Give a (different) beard to “Abram.” Drape the scarf around “Sarai’s” head.

“God called out to Abram and told him . . .
Open the Bible to Genesis 12:1 (NIrV) and read.

“Go from your country, your people and your father’s family. Go to the land I will show you.

(to the two kids) “Abram and Sarai, can you give us your best shocked faces? (They react.) I know it must sound shocking for you to leave everything you know and move to an unknown land.
(to audience) “But there was more that God promised to Abram. God told him . . .
Open the Bible to Genesis 12:2-3 (NIrV) and read.

“I will make you into a great nation. And I will bless you. I will make your name great. You will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you. I will put a curse on anyone who puts a curse on you. All nations on earth will be blessed because of you.

“Abram and Sarai must have had a lot of questions. They didn’t have children yet. And well, they were pretty old.
Hold your hands out and palms up questioningly each time you ask a question while looking at “Abram” and “Sarai” to prompt them to do the same thing.

“How could their family become a ‘great nation’? 
“What would they do in the new land?
“How could they live there? 

“But Abram and Sarai trusted God. They packed up everything they had, and they set out on their journey.
Give both kids a backpack to put on. Then give both of them a rolling suitcase.
(to the two kids) “You two can start heading that way.” (Point to the other side of the stage, where the blocks are.)

God’s promise
LEADER: “Eventually, Abram and Sarai reached the land of Canaan. Abram explored the land and found a large tree. There, God spoke to him again. God said . . . 
Open the Bible to Genesis 12:7 (NIrV) and read.

“I will give this land to your family who comes after you.

“Abram then piled up stones to make an altar to honor God—to stand as a reminder of all that God had promised.
Walk over and show Abram how to pile the blocks up to make an altar (i.e. just a simple rectangular structure). Then continue.

“Over the following years, Abram and Sarai made their home in the new land. They made some wise choices—and some poor ones. Still, God blessed them with many good things. But a child? Not yet.
“One night, God appeared to Abram in a vision. 
LIGHTS: Dim or off
“God took Abram outside and showed him the night sky full of stars.
Turn on the star projector or point up to the glow-in-the-dark stars.

“God said to Abram . . .
Open the Bible to Genesis 15:5 (NIrV) and read. (Use the flashlight, if needed.)
“Look up at the sky. Count the stars, if you can . . . That’s how many children will be born into your family.”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Again, God reminded Abram of the same amazing promise—that God would bless the world through Abram and Sarai’s family. And Abram TRUSTED God. As we read here:
Open the Bible to Genesis 15:6 (NIrV) and read.

“Abram believed the Lord. The Lord was pleased with Abram because he believed. So Abram’s faith made him right with the Lord.
“God eventually gave Abram and Sarai a baby boy named Isaac. It was all part of God’s plan to show love not only to their family, but to the entire world!
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God has a plan to show love to the world.
“Let’s pray and talk to God about that now.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, we are so thankful that You have a plan to show love to the world. That plan has been in place since the beginning of time. We see it playing out in Your story—and in the lives of people like Noah . . . Abram and Sarai . . . and Your Son, Jesus. We can even see Your plan playing out in our lives today! We are grateful that we get to be a part of Your epic story as we show Your love to others. Help us keep showing that love this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
LIGHTS: Up
Collect the props from “Abram” and “Sarai” as you send them back to their seats.
CLOSER
LEADER: “God has always had a big plan to show love to the world. It started when God CREATED the world and when God first made people. Unfortunately, people turned away from God. But God never stopped loving them.
“As we saw today, God chose Abram and told Abram that his family would become a great nation.
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 4 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“Abram chose to trust God. And sure enough, God’s promise came true! God blessed the whole world through Abram and Sarai’s family. Which just goes to prove . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “God has a plan to show love to the world. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God has a plan to show love to the world.”
LEADER: “So you might be wondering . . . HOW did God bless the whole world through Abram and Sarai’s family? Well, their family became the Israelites—God’s people. Many years later, Jesus was born into that family. Jesus died on the cross for our sins, then came back to life again. Anyone who puts their faith in Jesus has a relationship with God that will last forever! Jesus fulfilled God’s plan to love and bless the whole world.

“God loved us enough to send Jesus. That’s real, EPIC love! As we read in our memory verse for this month, 1 John 4:10 . . .
SLIDE: Memory Verse
“Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. (1 John 4:10, NIrV)
“So when things happen that you don’t understand, remember that God loves you, and that God always has a good plan. That plan won’t always be obvious, and it may take time to understand. But just remember [Basic Truth] you can trust God no matter what. Let’s never forget how much God loves us. And let’s keep sharing God’s love with the people we see each and every day.
“Right now, let’s head over to Small Group and talk more about God’s amazing plan to show love to the world!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Bible

· Preschool book

· Large drawstring-type bag (or at least one with a fairly narrow opening)
· Props representing classic children’s books, such as:

· Purple crayon (“Harold and the Purple Crayon”)
· Green egg (“Green Eggs and Ham”)
· Plastic caterpillar or a leaf with a hole in it (“The Very Hungry Caterpillar”)
· Pig or plastic spider (“Charlotte’s Web”)
· A picture of a moon (“Goodnight Moon”)
· Plush dog (“Biscuit”)
· Toy cookie (“If You Give a Mouse a Cookie”)
· Red plush dog (“Clifford”)
· A red and white hat (“The Cat in the Hat”)
· A button (“Corduroy”)
· A yellow hat (“Curious George”)
· A train (“The Little Engine That Could”) 

· Red Converse® shoes (“Pete the Cat”)
· Week 4 Timeline Image, printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline and clothespins for the timeline in your room
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Memory Verse Slide

· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide

· Week 4 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 4 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Collect as many props as you can to represent classic children’s books. Put them in a bag that kids can draw from.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “How Amazing” from Everything to Me
· “Love One Another” from Make a Move
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “How Amazing” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Three kid volunteers
· Bible
· Prop box containing:
· Two fake beards
· Staff
· Hammer

· Umbrella

· Scarf or head covering

· Two backpacks

· Two rolling suitcases

· Several large blocks (such as the preschool-style ones)
· Star projector (such as this: https://amzn.to/3IrdtdP) or several glow-in-the-dark stars (see “What You Do”)

· Flashlight, if needed (to read the Bible when the room is dark)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Place all the props in the box. Place the box and the rolling suitcases on the stage, but out of the way for the Opener and Worship.
· If you’re using a star projector, find a place to set it up and plug it in. If you’re using glow-in-the-dark stars, figure out how to attach them to the ceiling and test them to make sure they glow when the lights are dim/off.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue
· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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