252 Kids


August 2022 • Week 1

Epic: A love story for the ages


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—August 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: The Greatest (Greatest Commandment) • Matthew 22:34-40
Today’s Bottom Line: Love God by loving others.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—Showing others how much they matter to you 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“How Amazing” from Everything to Me and “Love Like You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Expand and Contract
Application Activity: Balance the Books
Memory Verse Activity: Loving Words 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: The Greatest (Greatest Commandment) • Matthew 22:34-40
Today’s Bottom Line: Love God by loving others.

Monthly Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)

Monthly Virtue: Love—Showing others how much they matter to you 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters reading a book, completely engrossed and not noticing the kids.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
Continue to read for a few seconds, just until it starts to feel awkward, then look up.

LEADER: “Oh, goodness—I’m so sorry! This book is just SO good. I got completely caught up in the story. Really epic stories can do that, can’t they? I just never want to put them down!

Put the book down.

“The most epic of ALL stories though, is the one that God is writing. It’s one God has been writing since the beginning of time—or before! And God’s story is all about love.

“What IS love?
SLIDE: Virtue
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Virtue
“Love is showing others how much they matter to you.
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Virtue Transition to Theme
“And no one shows more love than God! We can read all about God’s love as we read the Bible. (Hold up Bible.) What’s cool about God’s story is that it’s a love story . . . and it’s full of lots of different kinds of writings. In the Bible, we can find history, wisdom, advice for life, poetry, and more!
“That got me thinking about a great way that we could kick off this month as we learn more about God’s epic story.

(Reference the bin full of props.) “Inside this bin, there are hats and props representing all different types of books and stories. I’ll read a few lines from a book or story, and if you think you know what type of book or story it is, raise your hand. If I call on you, you can come up and look for the hat or prop that’s the best match for what you just heard. Then I’ll read the same thing again—this time more dramatically—while that person acts out what I’m saying.
“Here’s the first story. Are you ready?
Read these lines from the printed script with as little expression as possible.

(Monotone, no expression)
“Ol’ Slim Jim walked toward the fence with a scowl on his face, kicking the bucket that sat upside down in his path. Another rainless day. If this kept up, everything as far as he could see was going to shrivel up and die, and then what would his cows eat?
“Who knows what type of story that is?
Choose a kid who’s raising their hand. Have the kid come up to the bin and find the hat/prop (in this case, the cowboy hat). If they pick the wrong prop, give them a clue for the right one.
“That’s right—it’s a western or cowboy story!

Then read the same lines again, this time with lots of expression. Have the kid act out the words as dramatically as possible, using hand gestures and facial expressions (in this case, walking like a cowboy).

AUDIO: Wild West music while the Leader reads the story a second time (suggestion: “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly (theme)” by Ennio Morricone)
“Awesome, [kid’s name]. You can go back to your seat. Let’s move on to our next type of story—or should I say, type of writing.
(Monotone, no expression) 
“Roses are red. 
Violet are blue.

Sugar is sweet.

And so are you.

As before, call on a kid to come up and find the prop (beret, for a poem). Then read the same lines again, with lots of expression, while the kid acts them out.
AUDIO: French music while the Leader reads the story a second time (suggestion: “Along the Seine” by Richard Iacona)
Dismiss the kid to his/her seat and move on to the next example.

(Monotone, no expression)
“And that’s why I think name-brand peanut butter is the best peanut butter that exists—unless you’re allergic, of course. Ingredients: ¾ cup of peanut butter, ½ cup of sugar . . .
As before, call on a kid to come up and find the props (chef’s hat, mixing bowl, and whisk, for a cookbook). Then read the same lines again with lots of expression, while the kid acts them out.

AUDIO: “Cooking music” while the Leader reads the story a second time (suggestion: “Buona Sera” by The Starlite Orchestra & Singers)
Dismiss the kid to his/her seat and move on to the next example.

(Monotone, no expression)

“I know you’re wondering if the world still has a place for heroes like us. More than ever, I’d say. The way I see it, we have a responsibility to the heroes that will come after us. And the people down there, in the streets—the people that really matter. They look up to us.

As before, call on a kid to come up and find the prop (superhero cape for a superhero story). Then read the same lines again, with lots of expression (deep voice), while the kid acts them out.

AUDIO: Superhero music while the Leader reads the story a second time (suggestion: “Captain Marvel” by Pinar Toprak)
Dismiss the kid to his/her seat.
“That was really fun—and really epic! You all have quite the flair for the dramatic, I’d say! Let’s keep the fun going as we sing and worship God. Everyone, up on your feet!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “Before we start singing, let’s check out this video together.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“God’s love is truly amazing. God’s love will never fail! And since we’ve experienced God’s love for ourselves, we can choose to SHARE it with other people. Let’s sing and thank God for always loving us, no matter what we might face in life. Here we go!
AUDIO: “How Amazing” / track 6 from Everything to Me
Optional Video (Media Package): “How Amazing” Dance Moves Music Video
“God doesn’t just love; God IS love. As we read in 1 John 4:16 (NIrV): God is love. Anyone who leads a life of love is joined to God. And God is joined to them.

“Every day, we can choose to love like God does. Let’s sing this song and tell God, ‘We want to love like You!’
AUDIO: “Love Like You” / track 9 from Make a Move
“The world really is better when we’re working together—and worshipping together! You can all have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “God’s story really is EPIC, and we can read about it in the books of the Bible. (Hold up Bible.)
“We’ll be going through the Bible together this year, starting from the very beginning. If you’re reading through the Bible in order, normally you’d start with the book of Genesis, chapter one. (Flip to the beginning of Genesis.) But before we look at the creation of the world, we’re starting out today with something JESUS said—much later. This is something that’s true throughout the WHOLE Bible. In fact, it’ll help us see how the Bible is a love story for the ages!
“To set the stage for this amazing, epic thing Jesus said, we need to look at the book of Exodus, which is the second book of the Bible. (Flip to Exodus.) In this book, we can read how God led the people out of slavery in Egypt as they followed their leader, Moses.”
THE RULES
LEADER: “Unlike the nations around them, the Israelites worshiped only ONE God. After God led the Israelites out of slavery, God called Moses up to Mount Sinai.

“Listen to what God said to Moses.
Open the Bible to Exodus 19:4-6 (NIrV) and read.
“You have seen for yourselves what I did to Egypt. You saw how I carried you on the wings of eagles and brought you to myself. Now obey me completely. Keep my covenant. If you do, then out of all the nations you will be my special treasure. The whole earth is mine. But you will be a kingdom of priests to serve me. You will be my holy nation.

Hold up the book representing the ten commandments, so the kids can see the front that says “TEN COMMANDMENTS.”
“Then God gave Moses commandments, or rules, for the Israelites to follow. They weren’t printed in a book, but they were engraved on stone tablets. Since I didn’t have any stone to use today, this book will do.
“Here is what God says. (Read off the back of the book.)
“Don’t put any other gods in My place.

Don’t make statues of other gods to worship.

Don’t misuse the name of God.

Rest on the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

Honor your father and mother.

Do not murder.

Keep your promises to your husband or wife.

Do not steal.

Do not lie.

Do not be jealous or envious of what others have. (Paraphrase of Exodus 20:3-17)
Set the book down on the table. Begin reaching in the prop box and pulling out the other books, creating a giant stack on top of the first book, as you continue talking.

“The ten commandments were just the beginning, though. There were many, many, many more rules. In fact, there were 613 laws in total. And then the religious leaders added even more of their OWN laws to keep people from breaking the 613 laws God gave!
Keep stacking.

“Over hundreds of years, the religious leaders dedicated themselves to getting every detail of every single rule just right—and they tried to make sure everyone else did, too. They figured it was the only way to know for sure that God would be pleased with them.

“Even under Roman rule, the Jewish leaders made sure to keep every single law just perfectly. But they were far more worried about getting things right than about what was in their hearts.” 

Stop stacking.

THe SAVIOR
LEADER: “THEN . . . Jesus arrived on the scene. Jesus began traveling around, teaching crowds of people. And He didn’t act like any other teacher or rabbi.
Begin digging around in the prop box and pulling out props to set on the table, starting with the heart pillow.

“Jesus showed love by gathering followers from the outcasts. He spent time with the people everyone else avoided. He showed them that they MATTERED to Him. He made blind people see, and He made people who couldn’t walk get up and dance. He healed people who had terrible skin diseases. 
Hold up the bandages, then set them down on the table.

“Jesus invited women to follow Him—something no other rabbi would do. He welcomed little children, blessed them, and spent time with them.
Hold up a children’s book or toy, then set it down on the table.

“Jesus was changing everything—and the religious leaders didn’t like it. They began looking for ways to trap Jesus and get Him to say or do something that would get Him in trouble.
“One Sabbath day, Jesus was inside a synagogue where there was a man with a twisted hand. The leaders called out to Jesus to ask Him if the scriptures allowed healing on the Sabbath. According to the law, God’s people were only supposed to REST on the Sabbath. So Jesus knew that the religious leaders were trying to catch Him breaking the law by healing the man. Listen to how Jesus responded.
Open the Bible to Matthew 12:11-12 (NIrV).

“What if one of your sheep falls into a pit on the Sabbath day? Won’t you take hold of it and lift it out? A person is worth more than sheep! So the Law allows us to do good on the Sabbath day.
“Then Jesus healed the man’s hand!
“See, Jesus didn’t come to take AWAY the law. Jesus came to show us what it means to keep the rules the way God intended. Jesus came to show that the greatest thing we can do is love!”
THE greatest commandment
LEADER: “During Passover week, the whole city was stirred up to see what Jesus would do, and the religious leaders were trying to figure out how to stop Him. Several religious leaders came to Jesus. One of the leaders asked Jesus, ‘Which is the most important commandment in the Law?’ (Matthew 22:36, NIrV)
“This law expert thought that Jesus would have to pick just ONE law and ignore the others. Then everyone would get upset! 

“But listen to Jesus’ shocking and simple answer. He said . . . 
Open the Bible to Matthew 22:37-40 (NIrV).

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all your mind.’ This is the first and most important commandment. And the second is like it. ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself.’ Everything that is written in the Law and the Prophets is based on these two commandments.
“In a few short sentences, Jesus had taken 613 laws and wrapped them up into just TWO things to remember.
Throw the blanket on top of the books and place the heart pillow on top of the stack.

“Love God. Love others.”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Jesus knew that God looks at our hearts and the reasons WHY we do something, not just our ability to follow rules. If we truly love God and love others, then all those other rules will fall into place. If you love God, you won’t put other things ahead of God. If you love others, you won’t steal or break promises to them.

“As followers of Jesus, we can ask, ‘What does it look like TODAY for me to love God and love the people around me?’
“It wasn’t always easy for Jesus’ followers then—and it’s not always easy for us now. But God can help us. We can show that we love God by loving others and by [Basic Truth] treating others the way we want to be treated.
“Remember . . .
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Love God by loving others.
“Let’s pray and ask God to help us do that.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, we are so grateful for Your amazing, deep love for us. We know that nothing can change or ever WILL change Your love for us. Help us remember how much You love us, and show that same love to each other. Show us how to do what Jesus said is most important: love You and love other people. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Life is full of rules. We have rules that we have to follow in all kinds of different situations. (Hold up Bible.) Some people think of the Bible as a book of rules.

Pull the pillow and blanket off so the giant stack of books is visible again.
“The Bible does include God’s good rules for our lives, but it’s way more than that. It’s a collection of stories, poems, and a whole lot of history. The Bible was written by a bunch of different writers over hundreds of years, and yet somehow, miraculously, it tells the same EPIC love story. It’s about God’s amazing love for people throughout history . . . AND God’s amazing love for you and me!
Hold up the heart pillow.

“As we journey through the Bible this year, let’s remember what Jesus said is the MOST important thing: Love God. Love others.
SLIDE: God’s Big Story Timeline
SLIDE: Week 1 Timeline Image
If you’re making a timeline of printed images on your wall, take this moment to place today’s timeline image on the clothesline.

“We could say it this way.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Love God by loving others.
“Show you love God by loving the people God has created.

Move around to the front of the table and hand out the props to various kids.

(Wrap the blanket around a kid’s shoulders.) “So when you’re kind to someone in need, you’re loving God. (Hand the children’s book or toy to a kid.) When you cheer someone up who’s sad, you’re loving God. (Hand the box of bandages to a kid.) When you take care of someone who’s sick, you’re loving God. (Give the heart pillow to a kid.) And when you forgive someone, you’re loving God.
“There are a lot more ways to live this out, so let’s head over to Small Group to figure out what this might look like in our everyday lives!”
Collect the props and dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader
· Printed script

· Book (something the kids would know)
· Bible

· Prop box or bin containing:
· Cowboy hat

· Beret

· Chef’s hat

· Mixing bowl and whisk

· Superhero cape

· Week 1 Timeline Image, printed on cardstock from the LG Assets PDF

· Clothesline for a timeline in your room (against the wall); this should have space for 52 printed images for the entire curriculum year

· Clothespins for the timeline

Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Wild West music while the Leader reads the story a second time (suggestion: “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly (Theme)” by Ennio Morricone)

· French music while the Leader reads the story a second time (suggestion: “Along the Seine” by Richard Iacona)

· “Cooking music” while the Leader reads the story a second time (suggestion: “Buona Sera” by The Starlite Orchestra & Singers)

· Superhero music while the Leader reads the story a second time (suggestion: “Captain Marvel” by Pinar Toprak)
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Virtue Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide
· God’s Big Story Timeline Slide
· Week 1 Timeline Image Slide
· Week 1 Timeline Image (printable)

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Virtue
· Virtue Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. Note: Legally a song belongs to the songwriter/composer who created it and the publisher who markets it. Performance rights organizations (PROs) license public performances (live or recorded) of their members’ music. Usually, but not always, PROs give general permission for performances in worship services. We recommend you obtain permission from the PRO representing the song or the publisher of the song you wish to play. PROs in the U.S. are ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC. For a list of PROs in your part of the world: www.iamusic.com. Look at the copyright on the CD or sheet music to discover the PRO or publisher of the song. It is up to you to make sure your church has permission to perform or play a recording of a song.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Place the props in the box or bin and set it on the stage.
· We recommend that you create a timeline in your Large Group room that you can add to throughout this curriculum year, as we travel through the Bible. This can be a simple clothesline attached to the wall, where you can hang the 52 different timeline images, week by week. We’ll provide a timeline image for each week of curriculum.

2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “How Amazing” from Everything to Me
· “Love Like You” from Make a Move
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “How Amazing” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use. Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license to perform worship music from Christian Copyright Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It covers over 200,000 worship songs for congregational singing. You are responsible for including the copyright information on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice, and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can create a separate slide detailing this information, but the copyright information must appear at least once for each song you play or perform. For example:

“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe

©2000 Good Music Co.

CCLI License # 0000
· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· Large prop box containing:
· Many thick, nondescript books (think old encyclopedia sets)

· One book labeled “TEN COMMANDMENTS” (see What You Do)

· Large, fluffy blanket

· Heart pillow

· Box of bandages
· Children’s book or toy

Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· “Ten Commandments Book Cover” (printable)
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· If possible, borrow a set of old encyclopedias to make the giant stack of books. You can also check out large volumes at your local library. On one of the books, use the “Ten Commandments Book Cover” LGV to put the title on the front of the book and the list of commandments on the back.
· Place all of the books in the prop box, with the “Ten Commandments” book on top.
· On the other side of the box, place the remaining props.
· Set the table and the box somewhere on the stage but out of the way for the Opener.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Virtue and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Virtue
· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday

Supplemental Resources

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

MONTHLY WIDGET*: EPIC Bible Bookmarks

Each month, we offer a unique item that helps kids and families apply what they’re learning at home. Available at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

*widg·et [wij-it] –noun

1. Something unspecific whose name is either forgotten or not known.

2. A device that is very useful for a particular job


Origin: 1925–30; perhaps an alternative form of gadget

As we journey through the Bible this year, we’ll discover God’s EPIC story of love throughout all time. Kids can use these three magnetic bookmarks over the course of the entire year to keep their place as they read and also highlight the stories and memory verses we explore along the way. Parents can encourage kids to find each week’s passage in the pages of Scripture—and keep their place with the bookmarks—so they can experience for themselves the power of God’s love story for the ages.
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