252 Kids


July 2022 • Week 5
Make Waves: What you do today can change the world around you

Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2022, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Under Control (Taming of the Tongue) • James 3:1-6

Today’s Bottom Line: God gives you the power to have self-control.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“All I Need” from Every Beat and “Making Waves” from Make Waves EP)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Fire and Water
Application Activity: Sweet and Sour
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Mural
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Under Control (Taming of the Tongue) • James 3:1-6

Today’s Bottom Line: God gives you the power to have self-control.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for giving us the power to have self-control, especially when it comes to our words. Ask for forgiveness for the times this week when you’ve used harsh words or haven’t responded to someone in kindness. Ask God to use your stories of when you’ve messed up to help kids know they’re not alone when they struggle with self-control. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group as they arrive. 

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· Challenge the kids with some tongue twisters! 
· See if the kids can say the following statements five times fast: 

· Red leather, yellow leather
· Rubber baby buggy bumpers
· Sally sold seashells down by the seashore.
· Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. 
· If a dog chews shoes, whose shoes does he choose? 
· Four furious friends fought for the phone. 
· How much wood could a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “‘Caption This’ Pictures” Activity Pages, “Speech Bubbles” Activity Pages, pens or pencils 
What You Do:
· Set out the first picture from the “‘Caption This’ Pictures” Activity Page. 

· Give each kid three “Speech Bubbles” and a pen or pencil. 
· Instruct each kid to use one speech bubble to write in what each person in the picture is saying. (Point out that the person they should be writing a caption for is the one who has their mouth open.)
· Repeat the same process for the other two pictures. 
What You Say:
“How did you know what that person was saying? (Invite responses—their facial expressions, body language, looking at what’s happening in the picture) 
“The way we act when we speak, as well as what we say, makes a big impact on what people hear and what they feel when we talk. Have you ever had a misunderstanding—where people didn’t take what you said the way you meant it? (Invite responses.) That’s a frustrating feeling!
[Transition] “Let’s go discover how we can say what we mean and mean what we say!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Fire and Water 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Squirt guns, birthday candles, balls of Play-Doh®, lighter or matches
Note: This is a great game to play outside (if it’s not windy) or in a big gym-type area! 
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams. 

· Stick two birthday candles in the balls of dough and place them on one side of your playing area.
· Carefully light the birthday candles. 

· Instruct the teams to line up on the other side of your playing area. 
· Give the first kid in each line a squirt gun. 
· Instruct the kids to run to the candle, stand four to six feet away, and use the squirt gun to put out the birthday candle. (Regulate this so younger kids have a good chance to play but it’s more challenging for older kids.) 
· When a candle is extinguished, direct the kid to run back to their line. 

· Replace the candle with a dry one and light it. 
· Play until everyone has had a chance to douse their candle. 
What You Say:
“What did today’s story say started fires? (the tongue/our words) There’s no way to unlight a fire. You have to put the fire out. You can’t take back words you say or ‘undo’ the feelings they caused. You just have to try and deal with the consequences. 
“Raise your hand if you’ve ever said something you regretted later. (Make sure to raise yours, too!) We’ve all started that little spark of a mean word or angry response that could lead to a huge fire. 
“When do you usually have a hard time controlling what you say? (Invite responses—when I feel angry/upset, when I just HAVE to talk about something, when I’m supposed to be quiet at school.) 
“One of the most amazing things about God’s Holy Spirit being with us all the time is that we can have control over our words. We don’t have to say what pops into our head. 
“You can pause and remember that [Bottom Line] God gives you the power to have self-control. It feels impossible to control what we say, but it’s not. We need to pray, and ask God for help, but God loves us, is with us, and will help us when we ask. When you’re praying and trusting God, you start fewer fires with your words!”
2. Sweet and Sour
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Sweet and Sour Scenarios” Activity Page, sweet and sour candy
What You Do:
· Set out the sweet and sour candy in the middle of the group and put the stack of “Sweet and Sour Scenarios” beside you. 
· Draw a scenario and read it out loud.

· Instruct the first kid on your left to come up with a response to it.
· It can be any response deemed “appropriate.” 

· Encourage kids to think of how they would personally respond in that situation or how they want themselves to respond. 
· After they respond, let the group decide if that was a “sweet” response or a “sour” one. 
· If the response was determined sweet, direct the kid to take a candy.

· If the response was determined sour, invite the kid to come up with a sweet response then take a piece of candy. 
· Play until everyone has a turn and everyone has candy. 
What You Say:
“Our words can be sweet or sour. What we say can be helpful for others or hurt them. Have you ever thought about what a huge responsibility you have to control your words? 
“Not only do we have the potential to build up or tear down others, we can hurt our relationships with our words. What if you say something disrespectful or sassy to your parents? What happens then? (Invite responses—get in trouble, face consequences, things get heated and someone yells, no one is happy.) 
“If you say something hurtful to a younger sister or brother, what happens? (Invite responses—they get sad or cry, I feel awful.) Our words have power—power to influence someone else’s feelings and power to influence our relationships with others.
“When you feel tempted to just say something mean or unkind because you’re upset, remember that [Bottom Line] God gives you the power to have self-control. You can choose to keep quiet, even when you’re ready to blurt out a snappy comment. Stop and pray and ask God for help.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· It can be easy to start gossiping and saying bad things about others when we’re in a group of kids saying that kind of stuff. What can you do when that happens? 
· When is it the most difficult for you to control your tongue? Is there a way to avoid that situation? 
*3. Verse Mural 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Mural Piece” Activity Page, Bibles, “Make Waves” mural from previous weeks, tape or glue, inflated beach ball, (optional) timer
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Look up Philippians 1:6 in the Bibles and read it out loud, following the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Philippians in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds Philippians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Philippians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Philippians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 6 in chapter 1. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Set out the beach ball cutout from the “Mural Piece” Activity Page and the tape or glue.

· Invite the kids to tape or glue the cutout on the “Make Waves” mural. 
· Instruct the kids to stand in a circle.

· Give the beach ball to a kid and direct them to say the first word of the memory verse then toss the ball to another kid in the circle to say the next word of the verse.

· If a kid can’t think of the word, invite them to sit out for this round and listen as the verse is shared so they can memorize it. 
· Play until the verse is complete, then play a few more rounds. 
· To make the game more challenging, time the rounds and see if kids can beat their time! 
What You Say:
“God has promised to keep working in us, to keep giving us what we need to follow Jesus. I am so grateful for His help to give me self-control, especially over what I say. 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time you were a kid or preteen and said something you regret. What happened? How did it affect your relationships? Then think of a time lately that you faced a similar situation. What did you do differently? How did you show self-control that you didn’t have when you were younger?) 
“No matter how old we are, we’re all works in progress, depending on God to give us strength. You can start now by following Jesus even more closely in what you say to others, when you pause and trust that [Bottom Line] God gives you the power to have self-control.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: “Make Waves” mural from “Verse Mural” Activity
What You Do: 
· Bring out the mural from the memory verse activity. (It should now have all nine attributes of the fruit of the Spirit represented on it.)
· Ask kids which word really means a lot to them—either something they need to ask God to work on in their lives or a trait that has been shown to them a lot this summer. 
· After everyone has shared, close your group time in prayer. 

What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for working in us to change the world around us. We know that You will give us everything we need to follow Jesus this summer and our whole lives. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, show off the mural the kids made over the summer and invite the kids to share one aspect of God’s fruit that they’d like to ask God for help to grow in.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “‘Caption This’ Pictures” Activity Pages; one set for each small group
· Print the “Speech Bubbles” Activity Page and cut out; one for each kid
· Pens or pencils 
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3.
1. Fire and Water
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Two squirt guns filled with water

· Extra water to refill guns
· Birthday candles
· Play-Doh®
· Lighter or matches
· Roll the Play-Doh into two balls to stick the candles into so they stay upright.
NOTE: This is a great game to play outside (if it isn’t windy) or in a large gym-type space.
2. Sweet and Sour
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Sweet and Sour Scenarios” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Sweet and sour candy
*3. Verse Mural 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Mural Piece” on cardstock and cut out; one for each small group
· Bibles 
· “Make Waves” mural from previous weeks 
· Inflated beach ball 
· Tape or glue
· (Optional) Timer
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· “Make Waves” mural from “Verse Mural” Activity
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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