252 Kids


 July 2022 • Week 4
Make Waves: What you do today can change the world around you

Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2022, Week 4
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Gentle on My Mind (Jesus and the Little Children) • Mark 10:13-16

Today’s Bottom Line: God can give you the strength to be gentle.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“What I Choose” from Make a Move and “Love Like You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Bubbles vs. Blowers
Application Activity: Bubble Painting
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Mural
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Gentle on My Mind (Jesus and the Little Children) • Mark 10:13-16

Today’s Bottom Line: God can give you the strength to be gentle.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray that kids would see that it takes real strength to be gentle with others. Ask God to help them see that the strong response with others is to be gentle with their feelings and to make sure we’re physically gentle enough not to hurt those around us when we play. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, board games
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container. 
· As kids arrive, invite them to join you in playing a board game from their preschool days. 
· If more than four kids gather around a game, open another game. 
· As kids play, ask them questions about being younger like:
· What do you remember best from being in preschool? 
· What was your favorite toy? Show? Game? 
· Do you remember your favorite or least favorite food? 
· What stories have you heard of that time in your life? 
· Who took care of you when you were that age? Daycare or preschool teachers? Babysitters? Parents? Grandparents?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
· Play “Red Light, Green Light.”
· Instruct the kids to line up along one side of your Small Group area.

· Stand as far across from the kids as possible. 
· Most kids will have played this game before, so just quickly remind them that “Red Light” means they should freeze and “Green Light” means they should move toward you.

· Ask kids to move in such a way that keeps everyone safe. (i.e., no running, shoving, flailing)

· Tell them that the goal of the game is for a kid to touch your elbow.

· Face the kids and say “Red Light.” 
· Turn away from the kids and say “Green Light.”
· Spin to face the kids as quickly as possible and say “Red Light.” 
· Declare any kid who does not freeze “out” and direct them to go back to the beginning. 
· Alternate saying “Red Light” and “Green Light” randomly, until a kid comes up and touches your elbow when you’re facing away.
· Let the kid who wins each round become the new caller.

· If you choose, give kids a new way to move for each subsequent round (such as crab walking, crawling, walking with one foot directly in front of the other, walking backwards, etc.). 

· Play as long as time allows.
What You Say:
“This is one of those kids’ games that never gets old! Have you ever wanted to do something awesome, but someone stopped you at the last minute? (Invite conversation.) There may have been a good reason for that or it might have been bad timing. [Transition] Let’s go hear about people who really wanted to do something great but were stopped by some unexpected security!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Bubbles vs. Blowers
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Bottles of bubbles, party blowers, (optional) permanent marker
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.
· Guide the two teams to line up and stand across the room from each other. 
· Give one team bubbles and the other party blowers.
· Option: Since the bubbles and horns will be used off and on, consider writing names on them to avoid germ passing.
· Instruct each of the kids on the team with bubbles to blow some bubbles and catch one on their wand.

· Direct the team with the bubbles to try to cross to the other side of the room.

· Instruct the kids with the blowers to use their blowers to pop any bubbles they can (with only their horns, not their hands).

· Explain that the goal of the game is for the team with the bubbles to get to the other side of the room with their bubbles intact.
· If a bubble pops, that kid has to go back to their starting line and wait for the round to be over.

· Once the bubbles are popped or the kids have reached the other side of the room, switch the teams.
· Give out new blowers and bubbles.

· Play another round until the room is crossed or all the bubbles are popped. 
· As time allows, play more rounds so each kid has a pretty good chance of successfully crossing the room with their bubble intact.

What You Say:
“Which was easier: holding the bubble or popping the bubble? Choosing to be gentle is much more difficult than being destructive or tough. Gentleness takes strength and control!
“Jesus was gentle with the families He met in our Bible story today. He blessed the children and supported the parents. His actions let them know that they were important. He slowed down and spent time with them. How do you think He spoke when He talked with them? (Invite responses—used a kind voice, listened to their questions, laughed with them.) 
“Sometimes, I think I’m more like the disciples than Jesus. I get busy, and I’m not always thoughtful about the people in my life. Are you ever like that—too busy with school or online games or practice to take time and think about other people? (Let kids contribute if they want; otherwise it’s fine to just let them think about it for a few seconds.)
“I know that I want to be more like Jesus and be gentle with people—to think about my friends and family as more important than what I want to do. I don’t do a perfect job of it, so I’m glad to know that [Bottom Line] God can give you the strength to be gentle.” 
*2. Bubble Painting
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need: Bubble mixture, food coloring, plastic containers, plastic spoons or sticks, heavy white paper, bubble wands
What You Do:
· Give each kid a plastic container with bubble mixture in it, a plastic spoon or stick, and a bubble wand.
· Set out the food coloring. 
· Guide kids to carefully add three to four drops of food coloring into their bubbles and stir it. 
· If you have enough supplies, let kids make a few containers of different colors.
· Give each kid a piece of heavy white paper.

· Invite the kids to paint with their colored bubble mixture.

· To paint, instruct the kids to dip their bubble wand into a colored bubble mixture and gently blow a bubble onto their paper. When it pops, it will leave a colored shape. 
· Let kids blow several bubbles to make layers and patterns with the bubbles.
· Set the pictures aside to dry. 
What You Say:
“What happened if you blew too hard into your bubble wand? Did the bubble make a circle or a splatter? (splatter) What was the best method for blowing a bubble onto the paper? (slower, measured breaths) Which took more effort: making a splatter or a bubble? (bubble) It seems like the splatter is stronger, but the bubbles actually take more strength and control. 
“While splatters can look cool in paintings, we need the strength to be gentle with those around us. We don’t want to splatter anyone’s feelings! Gentleness is one of those things that you know when you see it. What are some good ways to show gentleness? (Invite responses—taking time to listen to little siblings with a silly story, a friend with a problem, or a parent trying to give advice; or taking time to sit with people who need a friend, or not being quick to accuse others or defend yourself.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time you showed gentleness. Did you take time to listen to a toddler’s story? Help a much younger kid with basketball? Listen to a friend who was upset or sad even if you were busy? Has anyone been especially gentle with you? Have your kids or other family members given you some space when you needed it?) 
“Even when you’re busy, even when you want the other person to just leave you alone, take a deep breath and pray because [Bottom Line] God can give you the strength to be gentle.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When is it most difficult for you to be gentle with someone? 
· Many people think gentleness means weakness, and you need to be tough and rude to be “cool.” Have you ever felt like that? 
· When is a time someone showed gentleness to you?
3. Verse Mural 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Mural Piece” Activity Page, Bibles, “Make Waves” mural from previous weeks, tape or glue, bottles of bubbles, bubble wands
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Look up Philippians 1:6 together and read it out loud using the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Philippians in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds Philippians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Philippians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Philippians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 6 in chapter 1. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Set out the bubble cutout from the “Mural Piece” Activity Page along with tape or glue.
· Invite the kids to put the bubble on the mural. 
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Set the two bottles of bubbles on a table or chair across the room. 
· Challenge teams to be the first to have each person take their bubble wand, run to their bottle of bubbles, blow ten bubbles, then run back. 
· Once all of the kids have blown bubbles and run back to the team, instruct the team to say the memory verse together.
· The first team to recite the memory verse correctly, wins!
· Store or display the mural in a safe place to use next week.
What You Say:
“Bubbles are a great example of needing strength to be gentle. You can’t blow a bubble successfully by forcing it. It will splatter everywhere! 
“Our verse reminds us that God is working in us and we know that [Bottom Line] God can give you the strength to be gentle. This verse is helpful to me because I really need that kind of strength!
“When do you find it difficult to be gentle? (Invite responses—when a little sibling demands attention, when parents are rushing you through a routine, when you’re playing games online and someone needs you, when you’re confused about something at school, etc.) 
“Next time you feel like you need to show gentleness, stop and ask for God’s help. You can support your friends and families by being gentle instead of splattering their feelings!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Party favor bubbles
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a bottle of bubbles.
· As you do, remind the kids that [Bottom Line] God can give you the strength to be gentle.
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for being gentle with us—for hearing our prayers, being with us when we’re sad or scared, and reminding us of what we need to do to follow Jesus better. Please give us the strength to be gentle with others and not be harsh or sarcastic. Show us how to take time with our friends and families. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the bubbles and remind kids to be gentle!
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container

· Board games for young kids like Candy Land®, Hi Ho! Cherry-O, etc. 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
*If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Bubbles vs. Blowers 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Bottles of bubbles; one for each kid
· Party blowers; one for each kid
· (Optional) Permanent marker
*2. Bubble Painting
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores ideas through the process of drawing, building, designing, and problem-solving
What You Need:
· Bubble mixture 
· Food coloring
· Small, wide plastic containers (like yogurt cups or small bowls)
· Plastic spoons or sticks for stirring
· Heavy white paper 
· Bubble wands
· Put some bubble mixture in each plastic container; at least one for each kid.
3. Verse Mural 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Mural Piece” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out; one for each small group

· Bibles
· “Make Waves” Mural from previous weeks 
· Tape or glue
· Two bottles of bubbles
· Bubble wands; one for each kid
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Party favor bubbles; one bottle for each kid 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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