252 Kids


July 2022 • Week 3
Make Waves: What you do today can change the world around you

Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2022, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Have a Little Faith in Me (David and Jonathan) • 1 Samuel 18-20; 2 Samuel 9 (2 Samuel 4:4)

Today’s Bottom Line: Be faithful so others can count on you.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“Making Waves” from Make Waves EP and “All I Need” from Every Beat)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Faithful Flyers
Application Activity: Building Faithfulness
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Mural
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Have a Little Faith in Me (David and Jonathan) • 1 Samuel 18-20; 2 Samuel 9 (2 Samuel 4:4)

Today’s Bottom Line: Be faithful so others can count on you.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for the friends in your life who have been faithful and dependable over the years. Pray for the same blessings for the kids in your group. Pray for them to also BE those faithful friends to their peers. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Faithfulness Pictures” Activity Page, offering container, deck of playing cards, tape
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· As the kids arrive, invite them to help you prepare for an activity. 
· Set out the playing cards, the pictures from the “Faithfulness Pictures” Activity Page, and tape. 
· Ask kids to tape one “Faithfulness Picture” to the face of a playing card. 
· Continue until each picture is on a card (20 cards). 
· As you work together, ask: 
· What’s one word you would use to describe your summer?
· What was the best thing that happened this week? 
· What was the not-best thing that happened this week? 

· Is there a time when you felt like you were really loving others well this week? 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
· Set up a game of “Tag.”
· Choose one kid to be “It.”
· Instruct the other kids to run around and try not to get tagged. 
· Inform kids that if “It” is approaching a kid, that kid can kneel on the spot and call out the names of a pair of famous friends.
· If a kid quickly calls out the names of a pair of famous friends, “It” must run away and not tag them.
· Play as long as time allows.
· If kids have a hard time thinking of friend pairs, pause the game and brainstorm together (cartoon character friends, movie friends, superhero friends, children’s book friends, etc.).
What You Say:
“These are some great friends! What make a good friend? (Invite conversation.) [Transition] Let’s go hear about two friends who were there for each other, no matter what!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Faithful Flyers 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Foam arrow darts, small pool or bucket of water
Note: This is a great activity to do outside!
What You Do:
· Gather the group in a circle around the pool or bucket.

· Direct the kids to take four medium steps back to spread out. 
· Give each kid a foam arrow dart.

· Instruct the kids to try to get the darts into the water. 
· Explain that anyone who misses has to step out of the circle and becomes in charge of retrieving the darts that didn’t land in the water and handing them back to the other kids. 
· Instruct the kids who got their arrow back to take one large step backwards and shoot again. 
· Give the same directions: Kids who land their arrow in the water can take another step back while those who missed help retrieve the arrows and pass them out. 
· Play until the last kid has made the farthest shot. 
· Play as many rounds as time allows. 
What You Say: 
“Our Bible story was about two friends who used arrows to keep each other safe. What happened? (Jonathan was helping David escape from Saul.) How did Jonathan show faithfulness to David? (He promised his friendship. He warned David about his father Saul. He helped him escape.) How did David show faithfulness to Jonathan? (He promised his friendship. He took care of Jonathan’s family after he became king.) 
“Faithfulness is an important part of friendship. It means that you can count on each other and that you will help and support each other. Who is the most faithful friend you have? (Invite responses. Some kids may say Jesus, others may name people.) Jesus is faithful, and we can count on Him, and God does give us friends who will stick by us. 
“Have you ever stuck by a friend when they needed it? If so, why did they need it? (Invite responses—someone was being teased or bullied, a friend needed support to confess to a mistake, gossip was being spread, a friend was sad or afraid.) 
[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate story about when you were faithful to a friend or they showed faithfulness to you. Maybe a co-worker stuck up for you when a project of yours went wrong or a friend forgave a mistake. Have you ever stopped gossip about a friend in its tracks? That’s a brave choice! Invite kids to share as well.) 
“When a tricky situation like that happens, remember to [Bottom Line] be faithful so others can count on you like David could count on Jonathan.”
*2. Building Faithfulness
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Prepared “Faithfulness Pictures” cards from “Early Arriver” and the rest of the deck of playing cards, (optional) timer
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Give each team a set of prepared cards and split the rest of the deck of playing cards between the two groups.
· Each team should have roughly the same number of cards. 
· Ask the teams to put the prepared faithfulness cards in order from showing faithfulness in something small to showing faithfulness in something large.
· Guide the kids to use the cards to build a pyramid-style card house, putting the smaller faithfulness cards at the bottom and the larger faithfulness cards at the top. 
· Kids must use two prepared cards per level but the rest can be regular playing cards. 
· Consider setting a timer so the kids are motivated to get building! 
· The team with the tallest house when the time ends or with a complete pyramid-style card house, wins!
What You Say:
“These are some great examples of faithfulness! How did you decide which cards went on the bottom? (Invite responses—they were small things to be faithful about.) Small acts of faithfulness lead to strong faithful relationships. 
“What does it look like to show faithfulness to your family? (Invite responses—keeping your promises, not talking badly about your parents or siblings to other people, doing your chores.)
“What does it look like to show faithfulness in school? (Invite responses—be true to your word, don’t stir up drama, don’t tease other people, don’t cheat on tests or homework.) 
“How can you be a faithful friend to your best friend? (Invite responses—tell them the truth, don’t gossip about them, keep their secrets when you can.) 
“How can you be faithful to this small group? (Invite responses—listen to everyone and don’t interrupt, don’t gossip about members, don’t make fun of each other.) 
“These are great ways to [Bottom Line] be faithful so others can count on you! 
“What do you think happens to these relationships—family, school, friends, small groups—if you AREN’T faithful? (Invite responses—drama and hurt feelings; no one can trust you to keep a secret or tell the truth, teachers and parents don’t trust you to do what you’re supposed to.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· When is it okay to tell someone else’s secrets? (when they could hurt themselves or someone else) 
· When is it not okay to tell someone else’s secrets? (when they’re private information or could be embarrassing—like sleeping with a stuffed animal in college or who your friend has a crush on) 
· How can you be a faithful friend when you’re tempted to gossip? 
· How can you be a faithful friend to someone who’s not being a faithful friend to you?
3. Verse Mural 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Mural Piece” Activity Page, Bibles, “Make Waves” mural, two pairs of floaties or water wings, tape or glue
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Look up and read Philippians 1:6 together following the navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Philippians in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds Philippians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Philippians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Philippians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 6 in chapter 1. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Give the group the floaties cutout from the “Mural Piece” Activity Page.
· Invite the kids to tape or glue the cutout to the mural. 
· Divide your group into two teams.

· Instruct each team to line up.

· Give each line of kids a set of floaties.
· Instruct each team to put on and take off the floaties, passing them down the line. 

· Make sure the floaties are put on properly each time—above the elbows! 
· The first team to get the floaties down the line, wins! 
What You Say:
“Paul wrote in Philippians that God is faithful to keep working in us and making us more like Jesus. We can count on God to never leave us or give up on us. 
“Floaties are reliable because they keep us above the water when we feel nervous about swimming—especially when we’re little! What happens if a floatie has a leak? (Invite responses—won’t work, you’ll sink.) 
“When you gossip about your friends or don’t do what you say you’ll do or tell lies, it’s like you’re making holes in a floatie. Your friends, family, and others in your life can’t count on you anymore. 
“Raise your hand if you’ve ever had a friend who did something like that. (Invite the kids to raise their hands.) How did it feel? (Invite responses.) We want to treat others the way we want to be treated, so our friends can trust us. That’s why it’s so important to [Bottom Line] be faithful so others can count on you.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Playing cards from “Building Faithfulness” Activity and markers 
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a playing card. 
· Set out the markers.
· Ask, “How are you going to [Bottom Line] be faithful so others can count on you?”
· Invite the kids to write or draw on the back of the card a way they can show faithfulness this week.
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for Your faithfulness. We can count on You to be true, to be with us, and to forgive us. Please help us show faithfulness like that this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, send home the playing cards and make sure adults know how their kids plan to be faithful this week! 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Faithfulness Pictures” Activity Page and cut apart; two sets for each small group

· Offering container

· Deck of playing cards
· Tape 
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· No supplies needed
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Faithful Flyers 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Foam arrow darts (can be found online or at dollar stores); one for each kid
· Small pool (outside) or large bucket of water 
*2. Building Faithfulness 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Prepared “Faithfulness Pictures” cards from “Early Arriver”
· The rest of the deck of playing cards

· (Optional) Timer
3. Flotation Faith
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Print the “Mural Piece” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out; one for each small group

· Bibles 
· “Make Waves” mural from previous weeks 
· Two pairs of arm floaties or water wings
· Tape
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· “Faithfulness Pictures” cards from “Building Faithfulness” Activity
· Markers 
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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