252 Kids


July 2022 • Week 2
Make Waves: What you do today can change the world around you

Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Good Vibrations (City on a Hill) • Matthew 5:14-16
Today’s Bottom Line: Show God’s goodness to others.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“What I Choose” from Make a Move and “I Run to You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Glowing Goodness
Application Activity: Glow Code
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Mural
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Good Vibrations (City on a Hill) • Matthew 5:14-16
Today’s Bottom Line: Show God’s goodness to others.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to help kids understand that showing God’s goodness to others is not just about being “good,” it’s about showing others who God is through how they interact with people. Thank God for the help of the Spirit to allow us to be conduits of God’s goodness.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: “Good Things Cards” Activity Pages, offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Small Group as they arrive.

· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.

· As kids arrive, group them in pairs.

· Give each pair a set of cards from the “Good Things Cards” Activity Pages.

· Guide the kids to work together to put the cards in order from “okay” to “great.” 
· When kids have made their lists, let them compare with other pairs. 
· Allow time for the kids to talk about why they put their cards in the order they chose. 
· How do we qualify if something is “good” (pleasant, fun, kind, useful)? 
· What words do we use for “good” things, people, or experiences?
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Glow-in-the-dark bracelets (glowing but still straight)
What You Do:
· Guide the kids to sit in a circle.
· Carefully make a pile of glow sticks in the center of the circle of kids. 
· Make sure the pile is in reach of everyone and the glow sticks are touching each other. 
· Play “Pick Up Sticks” with the glow sticks.
· Kids take turns trying to pick up one stick without moving the others. 
· If a stick (or several sticks) move(s) while the kid is picking up another stick, the kid has to take all of the sticks that move.
· The kid who has the least sticks at the end, wins. 
What You Say:
“This game is usually played with little plastic or wooden sticks, but I thought it would be fun to try with glow sticks. With these glowing sticks, we could play this anywhere—camping or in the backyard at night. We’ll talk about light all day today, [Transition] so let’s go hear how to let our light shine!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Glowing Goodness 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Goodness Strips” Activity Pages, glow sticks bracelets with closures (can be from Opening Activity), clear tape
What You Do:
· Divide your group into two teams. 
· Give each team ten glow sticks, a set of “Goodness Strips,” and tape. 
· Instruct each team to tape a strip behind each stick, parallel to it, so that it appears the paper strip is glowing. 
· Inform kids that each act of goodness on each strip leads to another.
· Instruct them to arrange the acts of goodness in order to show how one act of goodness can make waves and lead to others.
· Direct the teams to make a chain with the sticks by closing the glow sticks in a circle with the closures.

· The team who connects the strips in order first, wins! 
What You Say:
“This is a great way to show that when we [Bottom Line] show God’s goodness to others, we can change the world around us. Goodness doesn’t just mean doing nice things. Goodness is how we reflect how God is good to everyone.
“What are some examples of God’s goodness? (Invite responses—God created the world, God loves all people, God rescued us from sin/sent Jesus, God hears our prayers, God is always there for us, God gives us a church community; etc.) 
“How does it feel when someone shows goodness to you—when they’re forgiving, honest, or generous? (Invite responses.) 
“How can you show goodness to someone else?” (Invite responses—Be honest, forgiving, generous. Help the kids think of specific examples.)
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you saw God’s goodness in someone else—maybe someone provided for you when you needed it or gave you encouragement from Scripture or forgave you when you had really messed up. If you have done that for someone else—with the intention of letting them see God’s goodness—tell the kids how you showed God’s goodness to someone. Maybe you’ve done this by leading a small group and helping kids grow more in their relationships with God!)
*2. Glow Code 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Morse Code Sheet” Activity Page, “Morse Code Message” Activity Page, flashlights, paper, pencils
What You Do:
· Direct the kids to get into pairs.
· Give each pair of kids a flashlight.

· Give each kid a “Morse Code Sheet” Activity Page, paper, and a pencil. 
· Encourage both kids to practice making Morse Code messages with the lights.
· A dot is a short burst of light for one second. (Kids can count to one for a dot.)
· A dash is longer at three seconds. (Kids can count to three for a dash.)
· After some practice, give the older kid in the pair Message #1 from the “Morse Code Message” Activity Page, and give the younger kid in the pair Message #2. 
· Instruct the pairs not to share the secret messages with each other!
· Direct the older kid to open their message and use the “Morse Code Sheet” and flashlight to signal the message to the younger kid. 
· Instruct the younger kid to write down the message and use the “Morse Code Sheet” to decipher the message.
· After the first message, direct the pair to switch.

· Instruct the younger kid to signal Message #2 to the older kid. 
· Play until all pairs have completed the messages. 
What You Say:
“If people needed to send a message far away, especially before cell phones, they used Morse Code, either through sound or light. You used the lights to send your messages to each other. How is this like the ‘city on a hill’ that Jesus talked about in our Bible story today? (Invite kids to share—we can use our lights to shine God’s goodness in a world that needs to know His love.) 
“You can [Bottom Line] show God’s goodness to everyone, and it could light up their world! Goodness—showing forgiveness, thoughtfulness, honesty, generosity—can shine in a dark time.” 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Have you ever felt like you had a “dark” time or feelings? Did someone show goodness to you that felt like light or hope? 
· How can showing goodness bring hope to others? 
3. Verse Mural 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Mural Piece” Activity Page cutout, Bibles, “Make Waves” mural from previous weeks, tape or glue, small glow-in-the-dark toy
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.

· Together, look up Philippians 1:6 with navigation tips below.
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Philippians in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds Philippians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Philippians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Philippians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 6 in chapter 1. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Give the group the GOODNESS beacon from the “Mural Piece” Activity Page.

· Instruct the kids to tape or glue the beacon on the “Make Waves” mural. 
· Direct the kids to sit in a circle.

· Secretly give one of the kids in the circle the small toy. 
· If possible, turn out the lights or make the room dark. 
· Instruct the kid with the toy to hide it somewhere on their person—in a pocket, shoe, hat, even in their cupped hands. 
· Direct the other kids to guess who has the toy. 
· Play as many rounds as time allows.
· Store or display the mural in a safe place to use next week.
What You Say:
“Jesus said in today’s Bible story that you can’t hide a light under a bowl and expect it to be useful in a dark room! We can shine our light and [Bottom Line] show God’s goodness to everyone. Don’t hide your light like you hid the [toy’s name].
“Sometimes, it’s tempting to get negative when other kids are—like when they talk about a friend behind their back or when something small doesn’t go their way and they make a big deal out of it. You want to get along with them. But it’s important to show goodness and not join in on a giant negativity spiral. How could you show goodness in those situations? (Invite responses—stay quiet, point out positive things, let the other person know you’ve heard them and offer to help make things better.) 
“How about when you feel someone has done something wrong to you? How do you show goodness then? (Invite responses.) That’s when it’s really hard to act like Jesus! 
“The Apostle Paul wrote in this month’s memory verse that God will keep working in us to show goodness to the world. You’ll have lots of opportunities in life to [Bottom Line] show God’s goodness to everyone. You may mess up or miss some opportunities, but God’s goodness means you get to try again. God will keep giving you ways to show goodness to others.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: Glow-in-the-dark bracelets
What You Do: 
· Give each kid a bracelet.
· As you hand a bracelet to each kid, say “[Kid’s name], let God’s love shine through you! [Bottom Line] Show God’s goodness to everyone.”
· Close your group time in prayer. 
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You for Your goodness to us. Please help us find ways to show Your goodness to others in how we act and what we say. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home a glow bracelet and invite them to share how they can let God’s love shine through them and [Bottom Line] show God’s goodness to everyone.”
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Print the “Good Things Cards” Activity Page; one set for every two kids

· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Glow-in-the-dark snap bracelets in several colors
· Snap the glow bracelets just before kids arrive so that they’re glowing, but keep them straight.

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Glowing Goodness 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Goodness Strips” Activity Page and cut apart; two sets for each small group

· Twenty glow sticks bracelets with plastic closures (you can reuse the ones from the Opening Activity)
· Two dispensers of clear tape
*2. Glow Code 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Morse Code Sheet” Activity Page; one for each kid

· Print the “Morse Code Message” on cardstock and cut apart then fold the bottoms up to hide the messages; one set for every two kids

· Flashlights; one for every two kids
· Paper
· Pencils
3. Verse Mural 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Mural Piece” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out; one for each small group

· Bibles 
· “Make Waves” mural from previous weeks
· Small glow-in-the-dark toy like a rubber duck or bouncy ball
· Tape or glue
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· Glow-in-the-dark bracelets; one for each kid
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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