252 Kids


July 2022 • Week 1
Make Waves: What you do today can change the world around you

Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2022, Week 1
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Be Kind (The Good Samaritan) • Luke 10:25-37
Today’s Bottom Line: Show kindness to everyone.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“All I need” from Every Beat and “Love Like You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Dangerous Road
Application Activity: Sweet Kindness
Memory Verse Activity: Raft of Kindness
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Be Kind (The Good Samaritan) • Luke 10:25-37
Today’s Bottom Line: Show kindness to everyone.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for always being kind toward us and showing us the ultimate kindness by sending Jesus. Ask God to give kids a spirit of kindness, that they wouldn’t simply “be nice” but that they would be genuinely kind to those around them. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids by name as they arrive and ask them how their summer is going so far.
· Invite kids who brought offerings to put them in the offering container.

· Play a game of “This or That.” 
· Instruct kids to go to one side of the room or the other, depending on which activity they like better.
· Call out the following ideas (feel free to add your own), while kids walk to either side of the room to show their preferences.
· If you choose, assign different ways to move for each round, such as crawling, skipping, hopping on one foot, crab walking, etc. 

· Skateboarding or scootering 
· Riding bikes or swimming 
· Going to the lake or going on a hike 
· Camping or staying in a hotel
· Visiting family or hanging out with friends 
· Road trip or plane ride 
· Amusement Park or arcade 
· Popsicles or ice cream cones
· Video games or reading a book 
· Lemonade or iced tea
· Watching YouTube™ or going to a movie
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Prepared “Famous Rivals Headbands” Activity Pages, tape
What You Do:
· Invite the kids to stand, facing you.

· Carefully tape a headband on each kid without letting them see what’s written on the headband. 
· Direct the other kids not to reveals what’s on each kid’s headband.

· Instruct the kids to, one at a time, ask five “yes or no” questions to figure out what their headband says. 
· Once they’ve asked those questions, direct the kids to stand next to the other kid they think is their rival (opposite or competition).
· Once the pairs are correct, ask the pairs to come up with three ways that their headband rivals are the same or three things they have in common. If a pair can’t find something in common, prompt the group to help them brainstorm.
What You Say:
“Nice guessing! It’s easy to figure out what these pairs might disagree about or compete over, but I found it surprising that all of you figured out what they had in common! [Transition] We’ll hear a story Jesus told about some so-called enemies. This story had a big surprise ending!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Dangerous Road 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Town Signs” Activity Pages, “Review Questions” Activity Page, tablecloth or blanket, craft sticks, (optional) timer
What You Do:
· Set out the tablecloth.

· Put the “Town Signs” on either end of the tablecloth.
· Divide the group into two teams.

· Tell the kids that each team will start out building their road from opposite towns.
· The goal is for both teams to lay enough sticks that they meet in the middle in the time allowed for the game. 

· One at a time, ask a member from each team a question from the “Review Questions” Activity Page. (You can call on the entire team and let them answer as a group, or you can call on an individual kid from a team if they’re confident in their answer.) 
· If a team gets a correct answer, direct them to lay one craft stick down to make a road between the two towns. 
· The game ends when either time’s up (depending on how long you have for this activity) or the road meets in the middle. 
Note: Inform the group of the time limit at the beginning of the activity. You may want to set a timer on a phone so kids can see the time running out! 
What You Say:
“We know that the road between Jericho and Jerusalem was pretty dangerous. It was a road where everyone would be watching out for thieves and traps. It was the kind of road where you wouldn’t stop for anything—not to get a snack or water or to help someone on the side. 
“Jesus knew this road really well when He told the story about the Good Samaritan. He’d walked it before with His friends. Why do you think Jesus chose to use this road for His story? (Invite responses: to show that kindness happens when we least expect it; to show that we should always be looking out for ways to show kindness.) It’s tempting to NOT be kind and just look out for yourself, on this road or any other time we’re scared or nervous. 
“Jesus was also talking about two types of people who were enemies. Why did He do this instead of making the hurt man and the kind man from the same town? (Invite responses: to show that we should be kind to our enemies; that our enemies are capable of kindness, too.) 
“This is a story with a lot of layers! This might not be the first time you’ve heard this story, and it definitely won’t be the last, but there’s a lot to learn every time we hear it. We’ve been talking about making waves—how what we do can change the world around us. Who ‘made waves’ in this story? (the Samaritan) How did Jesus make waves by telling it? (Invite responses. Jesus was talking about kindness in a new way.) 
“The moral of this story is often called the Golden Rule: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. We can also sum it up with [Bottom Line] show kindness to everyone.” 
2. Sweet Kindness 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Skittles® or small colored beads, blocks, etc.
What You Do:
· Invite each kid to choose seven candies or beads. 
· Choose seven candies yourself.

· For each color of their candy, instruct the kids to share an idea in that category. 
· Red: Something kind someone has done for you in the past
· Orange: Something kind you did for someone else in the past
· Yellow: An example of kindness from TV, movies, media, or books 
· Green: Say something kind about someone else in this small group
· Purple: something kind you could do this week 
· After everyone has shared—yourself included—invite the kids to eat their treats. 
· If using non-edible items, collect them after sharing time. 
What You Say:
“You all know what kindness looks like! It sounds like you have practiced being kind and you’ve had some kindness come your way. You know how to [Bottom Line] show kindness to everyone. 
“Do you think there’s a difference between being nice and being kind? (Allow discussion: you can be nice without really meaning it, nice could just mean polite, etc.) Kindness isn’t just being polite; it’s treating people the way you want to be treated. It means you treat people like they are important. You think of what THEY need or want, not just what YOU need or want. 
“If you want to be kind to someone, what would be a good first step? (Invite responses. This might require some prompting—getting to know them, asking about what they like/need/want, showing empathy.) We can be kind to strangers, but we can be even more kind to people we get to know! In our Bible story, the Samaritan started by helping a stranger on the side of the road, but later they were at the inn, and the Samaritan got a room for the injured man and took care of him for a while.” 
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time when kindness led to friendship or you were able to be specifically kind to a friend. Maybe you knew just what to send a sick friend to cheer them up and it was perfect—more than just nice, but truly kind, or you were kind to a new coworker and became friends.) 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· Would you rather be described as nice or kind? Why? 
· Who is the kindest person you know? How do they show kindness? 
· How can you be kind to someone you don’t even like? 
*3. Raft of Kindness 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: “Mural Piece” Activity Page, Bibles, mural from previous month, craft sticks, packing tape, permanent markers, glue or tape
What You Do:
· Make sure each kid has a Bible.
· Look up Philippians 1:6 with the group, using the Bible navigation tips below. 
· Invite the kids to tape or glue the raft “Mural Piece” on the mural. 
· Give each kid a craft stick and a permanent marker. 
· Instruct the kids to write on the stick one kind action they could do this week for someone else. 
· When the sticks are finished, tape them into a flat raft. 
· Keep the raft somewhere the kids can see it. 
Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like. When the kids find the table of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd–3rd grade) to find Philippians in the list under New Testament. When the kid finds Philippians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word and say it, explaining that the number tells them on what page they can find Philippians. Ask older elementary kids (4th–5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their Bibles. When they all find Philippians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 1, and give time for all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 6 in chapter 1. Then, read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
· Store or display the mural in a safe place to use again next week.
What You Say:
“If our kindness is like a raft, then the things we do to ‘make waves’ and change the world around us can be seen by how far our kindness spreads. A lot of these other things—joy, peace, patience—can be demonstrated by kind words and actions. 
“Our verse reminds us that God will continue working in and through us. We can ask God for the strength to keep being kind and the wisdom to know how to be kind to everyone, even those we don’t know very well or don’t get along with. Trust that God will help you [Bottom Line] show kindness to everyone.”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need: (Optional) Individual bags of Skittles®
What You Do: 
· If using the Skittles, give each kid an individual bag.

· Ask the kids to save the Skittles and give them away this week as an act of kindness to someone else. 
· Close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, thank You that You [Bottom Line] show kindness to everyone, by loving and saving us. Please help us to love like You do this week and be truly kind to the people we meet. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, let them see the “raft” made by the kids and ask for their help in making their kids’ plans of kindness happen this week.
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container
2. Opening Activity
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Famous Rivals Headbands” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Construction paper
· Cut construction paper into thirds, horizontally or in landscape orientation.
· Tape a construction paper strip to each end of the Activity Page strip, creating a strip long enough to go around a kid’s head.
· Tape
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3.
1. Dangerous Road 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Town Signs” Activity Pages; one set for each small group

· Print the “Review Questions” Activity Page; one for each small group

· Tablecloth or blanket
· Craft sticks
· (Optional) Timer
2. Sweet Kindness 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Skittles® or for an allergy-friendly game, small colored beads, erasers, LEGO® blocks, etc.; at least seven for each kid
3. Raft of Kindness 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need:
· Print the “Mural Piece” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out; one for each small group

· Bibles 
· “Make Waves” mural from previous weeks/month
· Craft sticks; one for each kid
· Packing tape
· Tape or glue
· Permanent markers
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application
What You Need:
· (Optional) Individual bags of Skittles®—one for each kid
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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