252 Kids


 July 2022 • Week 2

Make Waves: What you do today can change the world around you

Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—July 2022, Week 2
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Good Vibrations (City on a Hill) • Matthew 5:14-16
Today’s Bottom Line: Show God’s goodness to others.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“What I Choose” from Make a Move and “I Run to You” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Glowing Goodness
Application Activity: Glow Code
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Mural
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Good Vibrations (City on a Hill) • Matthew 5:14-16
Today’s Bottom Line: Show God’s goodness to others.

Monthly Memory Verse: God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6 (NIrV)

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters, wearing summer accessories: sun hat or visor, sunglasses, Hawaiian shirt, etc.

Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hi, there! Welcome back to [your environment’s name]. It’s been a blast of a summer so far, and I’m glad you’re back for more as we learn how we can make waves!
“Did you know . . .

SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“What you do today can change the world around you?
SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“It’s true! When we put our faith in Jesus, we have the help of God’s Spirit. That’s how we can make waves by living with love, joy, peace, and kindness. Our lives will SHOW those things because we have God’s Spirit living inside us.
“There are lots of ways to make waves, but of course an obvious one is with (hold up a dripping sponge) . . . water!
“Let’s see today how fast you can fill up this bucket using just a sponge full of water! Everyone up, and let’s divide into teams.

If you’re doing a summer-long team competition, you can break into those teams. Otherwise, just divide evenly by age. Line the teams up on top of the tarp between the water buckets and the empty buckets.
“When I say, ‘Go,’ the players next to the buckets of water will pick up the sponge and pass it over their heads to the next person, who will pass it to the next person, and so on. You have to keep the sponge above your head!

“Now of course, you can squeeze out some of the water before you start passing the sponge down. But you don’t want to squeeze out TOO much . . . because once the sponge gets to the last person, they’ll try to squeeze out the water into your empty bucket. Then they’ll run the sponge back to the beginning and take the spot next to the full bucket. And everyone will move down one space. We’ll keep going that way, and the first team to fill up their empty bucket (or fill it to the pre-determined line) will be the winner!

Note: You can also change the game play to once everyone on the team has had a chance to squeeze out the sponge, their team is done. Once both teams are done, the team with the most water in their bucket (at the end) is the winner.
“Any questions? Okay, let’s play! Three . . . two . . . one . . . go!

AUDIO: Fun music

Watch to make sure the kids understand how to rotate positions in between each sponge pass. When the game ends, recognize the winner.

“That was awesome! Who has a wet head now? That’s what happens when you’re making waves. You WILL get wet! No worries, though—we can dance it off as we sing and worship God. Everyone, head back to your seat but stay on your feet!”
WORSHIP
LEADER: “We can read in First Chronicles 16:34 (NIrV), ‘Give thanks to the Lord, because he is good. His faithful love continues forever.’
“God is so good to us. God LOVES us. And every day, we can share God’s love with others, too. Let’s sing this song to tell God, ‘We want to live YOUR way!’
AUDIO: “What I Choose” / track 8 from Make a Move
“I love these lines in this song we’re about to sing: You make me want do what’s right and be the best version of me. It’s true—God’s love changes us and helps us [Basic Truth] make the wise choice. We can run to God, no matter what! Let’s sing this out together.
AUDIO: “I Run to You” / track 6 from Make a Move
“Nice running, everyone! You can have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: (Hold up Bible.) “In the book of Matthew, we can read what Jesus said one time when He was talking to His followers on a hillside. Jesus talked about a really important way that we can make waves in the lives of the people around us. We can show God’s goodness to others! We can help them see how good God is with the way we live our lives each day.”
Jesus’ WORDS
LEADER: “Here’s what Jesus said. Who would like to read it nice and loud for everyone to hear? I need three readers, please.”
Choose three older kids who will be comfortable reading in front of everyone. Open the Bible to Matthew 5:14-16 (NIrV) and hand it to the kids (point to their highlighted sections).
KID #1: “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill can’t be hidden.”
KID #2: “Also, people do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand. Then it gives light to everyone in the house.”
KID #3: “In the same way, let your light shine so others can see it. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will bring glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
LEADER: (to the three kids) “Great job, friends! You can have a seat.”
Move to stand behind the table.

THE LIGHT
LEADER: “Let me read that first part again.
Open the Bible to Matthew 5:14 (NIrV).

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill can’t be hidden.
“Back in the time when Jesus was on Earth, people didn’t have lights everywhere like we have now. They basically had fires, candles, and lamps with flickering flames. If you were traveling along a dark road at night, imagine how happy you’d be to see the glow of a city in the distance!
Open the Bible to Matthew 5:15 (NIrV).

“Jesus also said . . . 
“People do not light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand.

Slowly begin pulling the sheet off the table, revealing the different light sources on the table as you continue talking.

“Because what good does a light do if it’s covered up? A light has one job to do—shine!
“There are some really interesting lights here.” (Pick up some of the lights and describe them.)
SHINE YOUR LIGHT
LEADER: “So what do you think Jesus meant when He told His followers, ‘You are the light of the world’? Jesus didn’t mean they were ACTUALLY a headlamp or a candle, right?

“No. What Jesus was saying is that when we do good things, it’s LIKE we’re shining a light for everyone to see. When we do good things, with the help of the Holy Spirit, people can see how good God is, too. They can see what a difference God’s Spirit has made in our lives.
“It’s like Jesus said . . . 
Open the Bible to Matthew 5:16 (NIrV).

“Let your light shine so others can see it. Then they will see the good things you do. And they will bring glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Note: If you can dim the lights in the room, it would make a cool effect here. Then you can turn them up after the prayer.

“The world can seem dark sometimes. But when someone is going through a dark time, YOU can be like a light that helps them see.
Pick up one of the lights and shine it around.

“You can shine God’s goodness to brighten the world around you . . . with acts of kindness and compassion. 
Turn on another light and shine it around.

“You shine bright when you choose joy—even in a in tough situation. 

Turn on another light and shine it around.

“You shine bright when you make peace . . . while others are taking sides.

Turn on another light and shine it around.

“You might wonder just how far your small light can shine. (Hold up one of the smaller lights.) But God doesn’t call any of us to spread light on our own.
Hand out the mini flashlights to the kids. (Other adults can help with this as well.)
“Each of us is made in God’s image. We’re designed to show God’s goodness in our own unique way. Everyone, go ahead and turn on your flashlight.

“When we show God’s goodness through our actions, we can shine our light along with all the other lights in our neighborhoods . . . towns . . . cities . . . countries . . . and all across the world!” (Sweep your arm over all of the lights.)
Walk in front of the table as you wrap up.
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “So the next time the world feels dark, remember what Jesus has already said is true about you: you are the light of the world! Through the power of God’s Spirit, you can spread the light of God’s goodness where you are right now . . . and anywhere you go.

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Show God’s goodness to others.
“Let’s pray and ask God to help us shine bright.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for being so good to us. The way You show us love, the way You are kind and true . . . we want to show those same things in our lives, too. We want to show the world Your goodness. Help each of us this week to find one way we can shine Your light and show Your goodness to others. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
LEADER: “Jesus explained how we can shine our light in this world. Actually, Jesus said we ARE the light of the world! We can let our light shine so other people can see the good things we do. Then they’ll see how good GOD is, too.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Show God’s goodness to others. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Show God’s goodness to others.”
LEADER: “So how, exactly, can you be a light? Well when someone’s in the dark, a light shows them the way, right? So when you follow Jesus and live the way He wants you to live, you’re setting an example for other people. You’re showing them a way to live. You’re a light.

Hold up the blanket that was covering the lights before and throw it over some of the lights.

“If you’re really a light to the world, you wouldn’t want to keep that hidden, would you? 

Pull the blanket off.

“Of course not. You’d want to share it.
“So when you’re kind to a friend in need, you’re a light. When you show respect to a teacher or someone in charge, you’re a light. When you honor your parents, you’re a light. When you do good things, you’re a light.
“That’s what we call goodness. But check this out. You should be good, not to make yourself look good, but to show people that GOD is good. The light that you’re shining isn’t YOUR light but God’s light. And a lot of people in the world need to know God. You can show them the way. You can be a light that points others to God. 

“And remember, you aren’t doing it alone! God’s Spirit helps us show God’s goodness in our own unique way. That’s something God is always doing in our lives. It’s like we read in our memory verse, Philippians 1:6 . . .
SLIDE: Memory Verse
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.
“We won’t always get it right. But when we [Basic Truth] treat others the way we want to be treated, and then we come together as the church, we can help people see how much God loves them.

“Let’s take our flashlights with us and head over to Small Group where we can figure out some ways that we can shine God’s light this week!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· Summer accessories for the Leader: sun hat or visor, sunglasses, Hawaiian shirt, etc.

· Large tarp

· Two large (new/clean) sponges

· Four buckets, two full of water
· Four stools or chairs (optional)

· Props from the Bible story (table, lights, blanket, etc.)

Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun music for the game
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· Memory Verse Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. 
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Fill up two buckets with water and place a sponge in each one. Depending on the size of your buckets and how you play the game, you can also mark a “finish line” on the two empty buckets.
· Lay down the tarp in the game play area. Place the two buckets full of water on one side of the tarp (on stools or chairs, if desired). Place the two empty buckets (on stools or chairs, if desired) on the other side of the tarp.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “What I Choose” from Make a Move
· “I Run to You” from Make a Move 
What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Other adult volunteers who can help pass out the mini flashlights to the kids
· Bible separately highlighted at Matthew 5:14, 5:15, and 5:16
· Table
· Two blankets or sheets (one of which should be especially lightweight)
· Box of mini flashlights, one per kid (if possible, these would be a great match for the story: https://bit.ly/3IERM9Y)
· Lots of different types of lights (battery-operated as much as possible) such as:
· Flashlights

· Floodlights

· Headlamps

· Electric candles

· Lanterns

· Lamps (different shapes and sizes)

· Night lights

· Any type of glowing objects
· Extension cord(s) and/or power strips, if needed
· Objects to create different heights on the table such as:
· Cake stands

· Stacks of books

· Heavy-duty boxes

Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 

· Use the objects to create different heights on the table and cover the table and objects with one of the blankets or sheets. Then on top of the objects, place the different light sources. Plug in the ones requiring electricity with the extension cords/power strips. Then cover the table and all of the lights with the lightweight blanket or sheet. Place the box with the small flashlights under the table.
Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
PAGE  
Classified - Internal use
10
©2022 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 

