252 Kids


 May 2022 • Week 5

Bounce Back: Get back up again


Large Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—May 2022, Week 5
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 

Today’s Bible Story: Keep Holding On (Keep Looking to Jesus) • Hebrews 12:1-3 

Today’s Bottom Line: Keep going because of what Jesus did for you.

Monthly Memory Verse: But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Resilience—Getting back up when something gets you down 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Early Arriver

Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener

Worship (“Love Like You” from Make a Move and “Never Gonna Give Up” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 

Bottom Line

Prayer 

Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Bible Story Review: Bounce Back Race
Application Activity: Life Map 
Memory Verse Activity: New Metaphors
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App

LARGE GROUP: Story (25 minutes) • Worship (10 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Today’s Bible Story: Keep Holding On (Keep Looking to Jesus) • Hebrews 12:1-3 

Today’s Bottom Line: Keep going because of what Jesus did for you.

Monthly Memory Verse: But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Resilience—Getting back up when something gets you down 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop

Leader enters.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
OPENER
LEADER: “Hey, everyone! I’m SO glad that we’re all here at [your environment’s name] because, WOW, do we have some truly exciting stuff going down today! We’ve been working on our resilience this month.
SLIDE: Life App
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Resilience is getting back up when something gets you down.

SLIDE: Theme

Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“That’s not always easy. But God can help us push through the tough times so we can get back up again.

“We’ve been testing our ability to ‘bounce back’ and keep going through a series of challenges. And today, we’re putting them all together in one mega-awesome obstacle course! (Reference the course.) As you can see, each challenge we’ve done this month is represented here. But in case you missed a week, I’ll go over how this will work.
“You’ll start out together with the human knot game. Everyone will hold two other people’s hands. You’ll hold someone else’s left hand with your left hand and another person’s right hand with your right hand. Then, you’ll work to untangle your hands WITHOUT letting go. As soon as everyone is untangled, sanitize your hands. Then you can move on to the next challenge!
Note: If you have limited time, you may want to put a time limit on this particular challenge since it can take a fair amount of time. You could say, “You have one minute to untangle as a team, but if you can’t do it before time is up, just move along to the next challenge.”
“Next is the pool noodle relay. You’ll dig through this bin to find a [pre-chosen color OR your team color] piece. Then you’ll take it and hold it in your neck like this. 

Demonstrate holding the piece in your neck.

“At this point, you should not use your hands again unless you drop the piece. In which case, you can pick it up and put it back in your neck. But you can’t hold it there or otherwise touch the pool noodle with your hands after you’ve got it in place. Then you’ll drop to your knees and crawl through the tunnel, continuing to hold the pool noodle under your chin. When you emerge, lean over [the container OR your team’s container] and drop the pool noodle in. Then shout, ‘GO!’ At that point, your next teammate can start. So keep that in mind. You can’t get dig for your pool noodle until the person in front of you has successfully dropped theirs in the bin and shouted, ‘Go.’ 
“After each person drops their noodle in the bin, they can immediately move to this next challenge. Bounce on this trampoline, then jump off to pop one of the water balloons with your feet. If you miss, no worries. Just bounce back up on the trampoline and try again. As soon as you’ve popped one, the next person on your team can hop on.

“As soon as you’ve popped a water balloon, you can move to the final challenge—walk across the bridge blindfolded [or with your eyes closed]. If you fall off, just get back up and keep going!
Explain the ultimate goal of the competition. If you’re playing on teams and have two courses, the first team to completely finish, wins. If you’re playing on teams but only have one course, you can time each team, and the team with the fastest overall time, wins. If you’re playing as one big team, you can give the kids a time to beat (about five minutes) and have them race against the clock.
“Let’s do it! Everyone, circle up and get tangled together for the human knot. Remember, grab someone’s left hand with your left hand and another person’s right hand with your right hand. When I say, ‘Go,’ you can start trying to untangle! On your mark . . . get set . . . GO!
AUDIO: Fun music

Keep an eye on the human knot game to make sure no one is letting go. If you’ve given a time limit on this one, keep an eye on the clock and when time is up, dismiss the kids to the next challenge. Another option is to dismiss the kids gradually (i.e., if a section of the circle has gotten untangled, let them move along to the next challenge). 
If possible, have a volunteer at each station to oversee each challenge and remind kids what to do. It’s especially important to have someone who can make sure kids are blindfolded or closing their eyes in the last event.
Celebrate the winning team—or everyone—at the end. If possible, let all kids finish competing in all four events before you stop the game.

“Way to go, everyone! That was so much fun! And you showed amazing resilience to make it through those challenges. Now, let’s all [stay on our feet/head inside] so we can lift our voices and worship God together.”
If you’re outside, you can move in at this point if you’re doing Worship and the Bible story inside.
WORSHIP
LEADER: “We have a lot to celebrate today. We’ve come so far in learning what it means to be resilient. We know that when we trust God, God can give us the strength we need to bounce back!

“That reminds me of our memory verse for this month, Isaiah 40:31.
SLIDE: Memory Verse
“But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. (Isaiah 40:31, NIrV)
“It’s true: God is ALWAYS there for us. Let’s sing this together.
AUDIO: “Love Like You” / track 9 from Make a Move
“Before we continue in worship, let’s watch this.
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud Video from Get Reel
“It’s so great to know that whatever we might have to face in life, we [Basic Truth] can trust God no matter what. I love this line in the song we’re about to sing: Jesus showed me how, Jesus showed me how, how to follow You. When we’re not sure how to keep going, we can look to Jesus! We can see how HE showed resilience during difficult times. Sing this with me.
AUDIO: “Never Gonna Give Up” / track 4 from Make a Move
Optional Video (Media Package): “Never Gonna Give Up” Dance Moves Music Video
“That’s right! We’ll never give up, because God never gives up on us. You can all have a seat.”
BIBLE STORY

SLIDE: Theme Background
Setting up the story
LEADER: “As I look around this room, I see how each person here is unique and special. Each of you has a different personality . . . different gifts and talents . . . and a different story. Everyone has been though different things. We’ve had times when things seemed to be going our way, and we’ve had to face some tough challenges, too.
“That was certainly true in the stories we’ve looked at this month. (Hold up Bible.) Peter, John, and the rest of Jesus’ disciples; Paul and Silas; Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and more—each of them played an important role in God’s story. But their stories were so different! Each of them had to go through some different ups and downs along the way.
“Everyone faces different challenges. But there’s one thing we all have in common. No matter what we face in life, we can find resilience when we think of JESUS and think about the way HE kept going.
“Listen to what the writer of Hebrews had to say about this.
Open the Bible to Hebrews 12:2-3 (NIrV) and read.

“Let us keep looking to Jesus. He is the one who started this journey of faith. And he is the one who completes the journey of faith. He paid no attention to the shame of the cross. He suffered there because of the joy he was looking forward to. Then he sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. He made it through these attacks by sinners. So think about him. Then you won’t get tired. You won’t lose hope.”
TOUGH STUFF
LEADER: “I know that was a lot, so let’s break it down. First, let’s take a minute to think about some of the tough situations we might face in our lives. These might be things you’re actually facing right now, things that someone you know might be going through, or just tough things that you know some people might have to face.
“For example, it can be really tough for someone if they have to move to a whole new town.
Write “MOVE” on the traffic cone.

“Who else has an example of a tough situation?

Take some answers from the kids. If they get stuck, you can offer suggestions: a family member’s illness, a difficult test, having to change schools, loss of a pet, parent losing a job, not making the play or team, getting hurt, etc. Write key words from the appropriate answers on the cone until it’s mostly covered.
When you’re finished, hold up the cone.
“These situations would be really tough for anyone to have to go through. But even in the middle of these challenges, there’s a way that we can find resilience.
Set the cone on the table and hold up the Bible.

“As we read in the book of Hebrews, we can ‘keep looking to Jesus.’ (Hebrews 12:2, NIrV) We can think about Jesus and about what HE was willing to do . . . for us.”
JESUS’ resilience
LEADER: “You see, Jesus came to show us the best way to live. He showed compassion to people who were forgotten. He made wrong things right. He healed people who were sick, and He taught amazing truths that made people think about God in a totally new way.
“But the religious leaders didn’t like Jesus, because they didn’t believe He was really the Son of God. They tried to put a stop to Him and keep other people from putting their faith in Him. So eventually, that meant Jesus was arrested, beaten, and killed on a cross.

Turn on the light-up cross on the table.

“So how did Jesus keep going when all that was happening to Him? Let’s read again from Hebrews, chapter 12.
Open the Bible to Hebrews 12:2-3 (NIrV) and read.

“[Jesus] paid no attention to the shame of the cross. He suffered there because of the joy he was looking forward to. Then he sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. He made it through these attacks by sinners.

“Jesus knew that His death on the cross was part of God’s good plan. He knew that, after He died, He would come back to life then return to heaven. And most importantly, Jesus knew the REASON for His death on the cross. He was making a way for us so that we could be forgiven and have a relationship with God that will last forever. Jesus knew what it was all for. That’s why He kept going.”
Looking to Jesus
LEADER: “Let’s not forget the last part of this passage from Hebrews.
Open the Bible to Hebrews 12:3 (NIrV) and read.

“So think about [Jesus]. Then you won’t get tired. You won’t lose hope.

“When we think about Jesus and what He did for us, we can find the strength and encouragement we need to keep going! We can look to Jesus for the most perfect example of resilience.
“But that brings up an important question. What does it mean for us to keep looking to Jesus? HOW, exactly, do we look to Jesus? (Hold up Bible.) Well, for one thing, we can read the Bible. We can ask someone to read it for us, or we can pick it up and read it for ourselves.
“If you’ve never really sat down to read the Bible before, it can be tough to know where to begin. But the New Testament is a great place to start. (Show where the New Testament starts in the Bible.) That’s where we can find the stories about Jesus, in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. In these pages, we can find out what Jesus did for us. We can see how Jesus kept going, and we can see how much He loves us!
“What are some other ways we can ‘look to Jesus’? We can pray and thank God for what Jesus did. We can talk to other people about what Jesus did. That’s what we’ll get to do in just a minute, in Small Group!
“Here’s one you might not have thought about. We can choose to live each day by showing love. That’s a way we can look to Jesus—serving others and following Jesus’ example.
“And check THIS out.

LIGHTS: Dim, if possible
“Everyone, look at this cross for ten seconds. Really focus on it. I’ll count us down. Ten . . . nine . . . eight . . . seven . . . six . . . five . . . four . . . three . . . two . . . one.
“Now, look at the orange cone. What do you see? Do you see an outline of the cross? It kind of covers up the tough stuff we wrote down on the cone. You can still see those hard things, but you also see the cross. That makes the tough stuff fade, just a bit.

“If you think about it, that’s kind of what it’s like when you put your focus on Jesus. It doesn’t mean your problems will just instantly go away. But it DOES mean you can keep going—THROUGH those tough things—because of what Jesus did for you. You can bounce back, because HE bounced back!”
LIGHTS: Up
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: (Reference the cross.) “This is the ultimate reason we can find resilience. We can keep going when we remember how JESUS kept going.
“Let’s remember this.
SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Keep going because of what Jesus did for you.

“Let’s pray and ask God to help us keep our focus on Jesus.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAY
LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior and show us how to keep going. It’s amazing to think that Jesus kept going through so many hard things, but He kept going because He knew it was part of Your plan. Please help each of us look to Jesus so we can get back up again, even when things are hard. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
CLOSER
If possible, reference the obstacle course from the Opener.

LEADER: “Following Jesus is kind of like running a race or, really, an obstacle course. We know what the path is before us, because we know the goal is to love God and love other people. We might have an idea of how we HOPE our lives will go—or at least, how we hope each day will go.
“But the reality is, there are obstacles that can trip us up along the way. And sometimes WE’RE the ones who can mess things up. We might say or do things that don’t show love. We might act selfish or unkind. But we can’t let our mess-ups stop us from trying again.
“Remember, Jesus already paid the price for all of our sins when He died on the cross. He did that for you, because that’s how much He loves you! So whenever you mess up, whenever things get really hard, or whenever you feel like giving up, think of Jesus.

SLIDE: Bottom Line
[Bottom Line] “Keep going because of what Jesus did for you. Say that with me.”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Keep going because of what Jesus did for you.”
LEADER: “That’s right. So let’s live with resilience! Let’s ‘bounce back,’ because we know that Jesus is with us. In fact, let’s talk some more about that now in Small Group!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AUDIO: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
SLIDE: Theme
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (25 minutes)
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God (10 minutes) 
1. Opener/Closer
What You Need:

· Leader

· One to three other adult or older student helpers
· Four large orange traffic cones to mark each station (you’ll also use one of these cones for the Bible story)
· Hand sanitizer or disinfecting hand wipes
· Leader’s phone
· Supplies from Weeks Two, Three, and Four:
· Pool noodles cut into six-inch pieces

· Large container (plastic bin, clean garbage can, large box, etc.)

· One or two other containers (smaller bins, garbage cans, boxes, etc.)

· Play tunnel (like this: https://amzn.to/30HgdmT) 

· Two large tarps
· One or two small, jogging (exercise-style) trampolines
· Lots of small water balloons (with a small amount of water in each)

· Towels for clean-up (if you’re playing outside, this isn’t as important)

· Long piece of lumber—either 2”x4” or 4”x4”
· Blindfolds or handkerchiefs—one for each kid (or you could just have the kids close their eyes)
Music and Sound Effects: 
· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun music for the game
Large Group Visuals: 

· Theme Slide

· Life App Slide

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme

What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides or optional videos and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· Optional: Download a countdown video from a royalty-free site. Load it into your presentation software and have it ready to play during the Opener. You could also keep time on a smartphone or watch. Note: Some presentation software such as ProPresenter® have a countdown clock built into the program that you can overlay on a still image. 
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· Make a plan for how you’ll set up the obstacle course. If you want to play a team challenge, you’ll either need to have two sets of supplies at each station OR you’ll need to time each team and the fastest one wins. You could also do one giant group race against the clock. Lastly, decide where you want to do this obstacle course. If it’s possible for you to move outside for the Opener, that would make for a memorable grand finale! Just make a plan for Worship and/or the Bible story—i.e. if you’ll need to come back inside or if those segments would work outside as well. NOTE: If you need more details on set-up or game play for these challenges, see the previous weeks’ scripts.
· Since you’ll be using one orange traffic cone for the Bible story, it would be good to use cones to designate each station of the course.
2. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects:
· “Love Like You” from Make a Move
· “Never Gonna Give Up” from Make a Move
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 252 Media Package)

· “Never Gonna Give Up” Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)

Large Group Visuals:

· Memory Verse Slide

What You Do:

· Download all songs and have them ready to use.

· Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible
· Table
· Large orange traffic cone (from the Opener)
· Black permanent marker
· Light-up cross (see “What You Do”)

Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Background Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

· Be sure to test your supplies and make sure your marker works on the orange cone. 
· For the cross, you just need something that will light up. This could be an actual light-up cross, rope lights in the shape of a cross against a board, etc. Ideally, the size will be similar to the orange cone, but it doesn’t need to be exact.

Video Enhancements for Your Environment

Available for additional purchase at Store.ThinkOrange.com.

FEATURE PRESENTATION: Everything you need to pull off a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Also included: Intro and Outro videos with a character Host. The Intros set up the Bible story, while the Outros connect the story to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):

· In The So & So Show, two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens.

GET REEL: Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month will help kids learn basic faith skills. Use them in your FX, Large Group, or as a promotional piece to show in your adult services:

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)

Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)

One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)

Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

Additional environment enhancements including:

· Graphic motion loops

· Themed audio transitions

· Life App and monthly widget promo videos (M.C. Haggis)

· Countdown videos (30 and 60 seconds)

· Music videos for original songs that highlight each Life App

· Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday
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