252 Kids


April 2022 • Week 3
Puzzled: Believe there’s a bigger picture


Small Group • K-5 • Starter

Today’s Suggested Schedule—April 2022, Week 3
Note: This version of the curriculum is designed especially for churches with fewer leaders and kids. You may want to use it if you have just one or two leaders and if you combine all your kids in both Large and Small Group time. 
Today’s Bible Story: Back to Life (Crucifixion and Resurrection) • John 18:1–20:18
Today’s Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember Jesus is alive.

Monthly Memory Verse: In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world. John 16:33b (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other resources to help you prepare.
SMALL GROUP (15 minutes)
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity
LARGE GROUP (35 minutes)
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship (“You Are My Hope” from Every Beat and “Hope Is Alive” from Make a Move)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer
SMALL GROUP (25 minutes)
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Egg-Scape Room A
Application Activity: Egg-Scape Room B
Memory Verse Activity: Egg-Scape Room C
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 minutes)
Today’s Bible Story: Back to Life (Crucifixion and Resurrection) • John 18:1–20:18
Today’s Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember Jesus is alive.

Monthly Memory Verse: In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world. John 16:33b (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help you show the kids the real meaning and importance of Easter. Ask God to show you if anyone is ready to make a commitment to follow Jesus and pray for God’s guidance as you talk with them. Give thanks to God for Jesus and the opportunity to serve Him today in Small Group. Ask God to help you love your few and their families like God loves us. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Offering container, puzzles and brain teaser games
What You Do: 
· Welcome kids to Easter service with “Christ is risen!”
· Teach the kids who don’t know that the traditional response is “He is risen indeed!”
· Invite kids who brought an offering to put it in the offering container.
· Let kids play with the puzzles.
· Afterward, give them as Easter gifts, if you’d like.
· As the kids play, ask:

· What is the best thing about Easter? 
· Who will you see today? 
· Will you eat something special? 
· Has anyone already eaten a lot of Easter candy this morning? 

· If the kids have attended a Good Friday or other Holy Week service, feel free to talk about it together. Ask:

· How did you feel after our gathering? 
· Did you talk about it with your grown-ups? 
· Why do you think we celebrate by (insert your church’s traditions here)? 
2. Opening Activity*
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Peeps®, plastic spoons, masking tape 
*NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.

What You Do:
· Tape start and finish lines on your Small Group area floor. 
· Direct the kids to line up shoulder-to-shoulder behind the starting line.

· Give each kid a Peep and a spoon. 
· Direct the kids to walk from one line and back, balancing the Peep on the spoon as they walk. 
· Instruct the kids not to eat the Peep until the game is over. 
· Play several rounds.

· For additional rounds, add challenges.
· Walking backwards
· Holding the spoon in their mouth
· Holding the spoon over their head or with their non-dominant hand
· Play as long as time allows.
· Let kids eat their Peeps (or fresh ones if any were dropped) as you get ready for Large Group. 
What You Say:
“This is the perfect game for Easter! It reminds us of carefully waiting and preparing for today, just like you had to wait to eat your Peeps. All year long, we remember what Easter means to us. [Transition] Let’s go hear what makes Easter such a big deal!” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
1. Egg-Scape Room A
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: “Egg-Scape Room Clues” and “Egg-Scape Room Answer Key” Activity Pages, egg carton(s), prepared egg halves in bucket, Bibles 
What You Do:
· Tell kids that they get to have an EGG-SCAPE ROOM CHALLENGE during Small Group time today. Each activity will be a task that eventually gains a BIG reward!
· Set your group up away from the egg bucket.

· Give each kid a clue from the “Egg-scape Room Clues” Activity Page. 
· Direct each kid to read the clue, solve it, and run to the egg bucket to match the top and bottom of their egg.
· If the kids need help solving their riddle, guide them to use their Bibles to look up the verse on the bottom of most of the riddles. 
· Direct the kids to run back and put their egg in the carton. 
· Invite the kids who have their egg in the carton to help other kids figure out their clues.
· Once all the eggs are in the carton, this task is complete! 
· Congratulate the group.
· Invite the kids to form a circle for discussion. 
What You Say:
“You figured out some tough clues! All of these clues are important to our Bible story, but I am very interested in the clues with the two highest numbers. Could whoever had the clues with the answers of eleven and twelve read them? (Pause for answers.)
“Yes, after Judas betrayed Jesus, only the eleven remaining disciples waited to hear about Jesus’ resurrection together. But before Judas betrayed Jesus, Jesus washed Judas’ feet. Even though Jesus knew what would happen, He still showed love and compassion to Judas. Why do you think He did that? (Invite responses.) 
“Jesus is the living hope we all have in God’s rescue plan. Jesus won’t give up on anyone, ever. He washed Judas’ feet and shared His last meal with him to show God’s love to Judas even near the end of their friendship. It also was a little preview: whatever Judas did, it couldn’t stop God’s rescue plan. We can have hope because God’s love is unstoppable.
“God’s plan is bigger than any problem you face, any bad thing that happens to you, any way that someone hurts you. God’s plan in Jesus is for us to live forever in a relationship with God! When Jesus rose from the dead, He proved that there is no obstacle that could stop His plan. That’s why [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember Jesus is alive. Not even death could stop God’s plan.”

2. Egg-Scape Room B 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Prepared foam board and string or yarn 
What You Do:
· Invite the kids to gather around the board.

· Set out the yarn.
· Direct the kids to use the yarn to connect only the pins in the assigned color. (The pins that spell “HOPE.”) 
· Tell them to start by tying yarn around one of the pins in the assigned color, then pull the yarn taut as they connect it to the nearest pin in the assigned color. 

· Kids can all work at the same time as long as they use yarn to connect only the pins in the assigned color. 

· Provide assistance if necessary, but as much as possible, let kids do most of the work so they experience the full effect of the reveal of “HOPE.” 
· When the word is revealed, congratulate the group on completing the second task! 
What You Say:
“Hope can be hard to find. Excellent work! What helps connect you to hope when you feel frustrated or sad? What reminds you of the good that can happen even when you can’t see it yet? (Invite responses.) 
[Make it Personal] (Tell kids how you find hope when you’re in a tough situation and can’t see how it could possibly work out. Do you have a go-to verse of Scripture? Do you have a particular prayer you pray over and over? Maybe you have a friend who is particularly good at helping you connect to God’s presence in times like that.)
“One of the biggest reasons we have hope is what happened that first Easter. Even when things looked bad—Jesus was gone and His disciples were so sad—something AMAZINGLY good was about to happen. When Jesus rose from the dead, He proved that our hope in God is real. We can trust that God can make good things come from bad. 
“So if you’re in bad times, good times, or ‘the middle’ times, [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember Jesus is alive. We always have a reason to hope.”
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 
· If you’ve heard the Easter story lots of times already, what’s something that stuck out to you today? Is there anything you heard that you hadn’t really thought about yet? 

· If you’ve never really heard the Easter story like this until today, what’s something you want to know more about? 

· What are some things Jesus does or did for us that no one else can do?

· What are some things that can make us forget the true meaning of Easter?

3. Egg-Scape Room C
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need: Prepared box with chain and locks, keys, Bible
What You Do:
· Set out the chained and locked box.

· Set out the Bible and place the keys on top of it.

· Challenge the group to use the keys to unlock the chain and open the box to find the WINNER sign. 
· This will be mostly a process of elimination but with all kids working on matching the keys with their locks, it should not take very long. 

· For your reference, the number on the locks correspond to the number of the alphabet on each key’s letter. (For example, 10 is J, 15 is O, and so on. The last lock is C2 with key 3b.)

· Try to let kids figure this out on their own, but you can give some hints so they don’t get frustrated if they can’t break the code on their own.
· When the kids open the box, ask, “What was the code for the keys?” (John 16:33b, our memory verse reference) 
· Look up John 16:33 in the Bible and read it out loud to the group.

What You Say:
“Congratulations! You’ve completed all of today’s challenges. This was a fun way to explore the Bible story of Easter. Some of the challenges today were hard and others were easier. They all required you to keep working and keep hoping that the prize would be worth it. We’ll see about that during our next activity. 
“But we know from our Bible story and memory verse that our hope in Jesus will be worth it in the end. Our hope is that Jesus’ death and resurrection are God’s rescue plan for the world and those who believe in Him will live with Him forever. 
“When we live with God forever, there will be no more death or sadness or pain. What do you think that would be like? What will we all do together? Will there be food? Music? Games? How would things like games and sports change? (Invite kids to talk about what they hope eternity with God will be like. Don’t dismiss any answers, even ones that you think are not theologically correct. We are encouraging kids to dream about the perfect world to come with God, and their hopes might differ from yours.) 
“Remember this hope you have! Remember what happened on Easter—Jesus came to rescue all people and rose from the dead to prove God’s love for us! [Bottom Line] Whatever happens, remember Jesus is alive!”
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need: Large Easter basket of candy or rewards
What You Do: 
· Gather kids around the basket.

· Present the basket to the kids as their reward for working so hard on their challenges! 
· Help kids share the treats and divide them up relatively evenly. 
· Close your group time in prayer.
What You Say:
“Dear God, we are so happy that Jesus is alive! We know that our hope in You is sure because Jesus rose from the dead. Thank You for Your good plan for all people. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
As kids leave, remind them that even while they’re having fun with family today, or if their day doesn’t turn out as planned, [Bottom Line] whatever happens, remember Jesus is alive!
As adults arrive to pick up, wish them Happy Easter and tell them Christ is risen! Make sure the kids take home their treats from the basket. 
GETTING READY
Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (15 Minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
(Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Offering container

· Variety of puzzles, brain teasers, Rubik’s® cubes, etc. (Easter themed if possible)
2. Opening Activity
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need:
· Peeps®; one for each kid plus extras in case of drops
· Spoons; one for each kid
· Masking tape
*NOTE: Be aware of food allergies in your group and adjust materials accordingly.

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions. 
(Choose as many of these activities as you like.)
NOTE: This week is special because it’s Easter. All of these activities require a bit of pre-service preparation, but it will be an awesome time of discovery for the kids in your ministry! 
1. Egg-Scape Room A
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Egg-Scape Room Clues” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Print the “Egg-Scape Room Answer Key” Activity Page; one for each small group

· Plastic eggs
· Black permanent marker
· Large bucket 
· Egg carton for a dozen eggs (cardboard, plastic, or reusable) 

· Separate the tops and bottoms of the eggs. Number each “top” half #1-12. On a different-colored bottom half, write the coordinating number in words. (ONE, TWO, etc.) 
· Put the egg halves in the bucket.
· NOTE: If you have a lot of kids, consider making two or three sets of eggs with an egg carton for each set. 
2. Egg-Scape Room B
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need:
· Foam-core poster board 
· Pushpins in various colors—at least 30 (the number depends on how large “HOPE” will be on the board)
· Yarn or string 
· Use one color of the pushpins to spell out HOPE in large letters on your foam-core board. The letters can be right next to each other or you can spread them out on the board. 
· Fill in the rest of the board with colored pushpins, any color that is NOT the one used for HOPE. 
· Be sure to inform Small Group Leaders which color of pushpins to direct kids to connect to spell HOPE. 

3. Egg-Scape Room C
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group
What You Need:
· Print the “Winner Sign” Activity Page; one for each small group

· Eight small locks with matching keys (There are several different types available from Amazon and other online suppliers.)
· Plastic box 
· Length of metal chain that the locks fits
· Bible
· Black permanent marker
· Put the WINNER sign in the plastic box.
· Label the locks and keys with a black permanent marker. 
· Label first lock “10” and the key “J.”
· Label the second lock “15” and the key “O.”
· Label the third lock “8” and the key “H.” 
· Label the fourth lock “14” and the key “N.” 
· Label the fifth lock “A” and the key “1.” 
· Label the sixth lock “F” and the key “6.”
· Label the seventh lock “C” and the key “3.” 
· Label the eighth lock “C2” and the key “3b.”
· Put the chain around the box, and the locks on the chain in the order above. 
· Mix up the keys and put them in a pile on the Bible.
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and collaborate with others while growing their understanding

What You Need:
· Large Easter basket of candy or small prizes
HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
· Print on cardstock or email this week’s devotionals and Parent Cue cards. 
· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Parent Cue app
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